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In many international settings, regional economies are declining, resulting in
lowered opportunities for these communities. This result attacks the very fabric
of cohesion and purpose for these regional societies, and increases social,
health, economic, and sustainability problems. Community informatics
research, education and practice is an emerging area in many countries, which
seeks to address these issues.

The Encyclopedia of Developing Regional Communities with
Information and Communication Technology is an important and timely
reference source on all topics related to the emerging field of information and
communications technology (ICT), and its role on developing regional commu-
nities. This single volume provides a thorough examination of concepts, tech-
nologies, policies, training, and applications of ICT in support of economic and
regional developments around the globe. Over 170 articles contributed by
leading international experts and more than 2,200 references make this publi-
cation a single indispensable source of knowledge related to ICT and its strong
positive impacts on the economic development of regional communities
around the world.
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Key Features

n Over 170 contributions providing comprehensive coverage of theory
and concepts on community informatics

n Examples of best practices, case studies and principles of the use of
community informatics to strengthen regional economies and commu-
nities

n Examples of the most recent scholarly research on the use of commu-
nity informatics

n A compendium of more than 940 terms, definitions and explanations
of concepts, processes, and acronyms written by international experts

n Organized by title and indexed by authors and topics, making it a
convenient method of reference for readers

n Over 2,200 comprehensive references on existing literature on com-
munication technology

n Cross-referencing of key terms, figures, and information pertinent to
community informatics and ICT

Topics Covered

n Bridging practice, research, and policy in the networked society

n Citizens assemblies in Argentina

n Community technology centers

n Electronic information literacy training

n Information-access in rural communities
n Information and communication technologies provision to rural com-

munities in Zimbabwe
n Information communication technologies for rural communities in

Malaysia
n Reaching out to virtual communities of older people in regional areas

n Schools and knowledge production

n Using technology to combat social isolation
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