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The editors have kindly invited me to contribute a foreword to the book you are holding 
in your hands. This being my first such invitation, two questions entered my mind. First, 
how does one write a foreword? A Web site with the promising name Fashioning Fabulous 
Forewords recommends to “write a short anecdote about something that happened in your 
life that has some bearing, no matter how far-fetched, on the book”—and off we go. Last 
year, I was invited to give a talk at a conference in Spain. During the opening night, I was 
having a drink with a few attendees. At some point, most had already left and I announced 
that I better leave now, too, since I would have to give the first talk the next morning. An 
attendee replied that I must be mistaken for the first speaker was Schölkopf. When I told him 
that I was Schölkopf, he laughed, shook his head, and said, “No, you are not—Schölkopf 
is a monster.”
The second question entering my mind was, why me? Categorically rejecting the thought 
that this may be due to my questionable reputation in the editors’ home country, I decided 
it must have been the beer I bought two of the editors when they visited Tübingen. 
Judging from the present volume, the editors probably have not had much time for drinking 
during the past year (and they deserve to be generously compensated on their next visit). 
They have done an admirable job in soliciting and collecting a variety of chapters from 
many intriguing application domains. As a late chapter coauthor, reviewer, and foreword 
writer, I can moreover testify that they have done their job with the utmost patience and 
diplomatic nous. 
I was privileged to follow the development of the field of kernel machines from its early 
days. Initially confined to machine learning, the area has since broadened. On the theoretical 
side, significant interest from mathematics promises to deepen and expand the foundations 
of the field. At the same time, kernel methods are entering the standard engineering tool-
box—a development that is particularly prominent in Spain, as witnessed by the present 
collection including a number of studies in signal and image processing. A different but 
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equally popular and promising direction is computational biology and medical research. 
These areas, too, are represented in this book by some excellent contributions. I very much 
look forward to seeing this book in print, and to reading up in detail on the various exciting 
applications that are being discussed. 
Let me close with a quote from Vladimir Vapnik, the field’s real “monster” in the Spanish 
sense of the word. It is taken from the second edition of Estimating Dependences Based 
on Empirical Data: 

“Looking back, one can see how rapidly life and technology have changed, and how slow and 
diffcult it is to change the theoretical foundation of the technology and its philosophy.” 

Bernhard Schölkopf 
Max-Planck-Institute for Biological Cybernetics, Tübingen
August 2006 
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