xXii

Acknowledgment

The editor would like to acknowledge the help of all involved in the collation and review process of
the book, without whose support the project could not have been satisfactorily completed. I am im-
mensely grateful to my fellow professionals, well-wishers, and colleagues who were of great help to
me in bringing out this book. A very special “thank you” goes to Mehdi Khosrow-Pour of IGI Global,
whose enthusiasm and encouragement motivated me to initially accept his invitation for taking on this
endeavors. Deep appreciation and gratitude is due to all authors who submitted the manuscripts, revised
their chapters multiple times, and resubmitted the camera-ready chapters in time.

I'would also like to thank all members of the Editorial Advisory Board for providing their thoughtful
advice regarding the organization of the chapters and other helpful editorial suggestions for enhancing
its content. In particular, Andrew Simpson of Oxford University and Nanjangud C. Narendra of IBM
Research Lab (India) provided very useful suggestions regarding the organization of the chapters. Some
of the authors of the chapters included in this book also served as referees for chapters written by other
authors. Thanks go to all those who provided constructive and comprehensive reviews. Some of the
members of the Editorial Advisory Board set the benchmark of their review. Support from Sikander
Mahmood Khan from Campsie Library, Canterbury City Council is highly acknowledged for managing
all paper work and correspondence archives. His timely archiving process of documents and manage-
ment of my mail is deeply appreciated.

I would also like to thank Qutaibah Malluhi, Head, Department of Computer Science and Engineer-
ing, Qatar University and Leanne Ryland, then acting Head, School of Computing and Mathematics,
University of Western Sydney, Australia for their constant support in terms of generous allocations of
photocopier use, printing resources, and most importantly, my time during my stay with these two uni-
versities for this 18-month-long project.

Special thanks also go to the publishing team at IGI-Global whose contributions throughout the
whole process from inception of the initial idea to final publication have been invaluable. In particular
to Rebecca Beistline and Deborah Yahnke who continuously prodded via e-mail for keeping the project
on schedule.

And last but not least, my family for their unfailing support and encouragement during the months
it took to give birth to this book.

In closing, I again wish to thank all of the authors for their insights and excellent contributions to
this book.

Khaled M. Khan, PhD
Qatar University
February, 2008



