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We are living in an interconnected world, and this interconnectivity can hardly be more evident than in this
particular book. To begin with, this interconnectivity makes our volume possible; while most of us have never
met one another in person, everyone involved with the production of this book—the authors who live in faraway
places, the publisher, the two editors who live in separate continents—all communicate with one another almost
seamlessly through the wonders of information and communication technologies. Second, this interconnectivity
is the impetus of the book itself; we share the deep conviction that such interconnectivity entails new demands in
and from the fields of information and computing ethics. First of all, we must address the cultural perspectives
of these ethics, as they now implicate technologies that virtually interconnect all peoples and cultures around
the globe. This book is a result of our shared effort.

Intercultural information ethics, to use the term introduced by Rafael Capurro, has become much more
significant in today’s world due to a variety of reasons. Information and communication technologies, while
originating in and conveying the values of Western cultures, now have spread throughout the world; the non-
Western traditions need to reflect on what is available in the intellectual and spiritual resources of their traditions
to find out how best to respond to the challenges posed by these technologies. In particular, many issues, as is
well-known, do not know of any national or cultural boundaries; yet, these issues very often carry an impact lo-
cally. It is the local people and local communities that feel these impacts most acutely. Most systems underlying
current computer and information ethics, however, have not, to our minds and those of the authors, adequately
addressed how culture plays a role in reflecting, pronouncing judgments, interpreting, and reinterpreting their
resources and environments in such a way that well-informed and carefully thought through ethical deliberations
within local dimensions could take place. This book is a result of this common effort.

We certainly owe a great deal to a large number of people and institutions who have unfailingly helped with
this project. First of all, we would like to thank Chulalongkorn University, which established the Center for Ethics
of Science and Technology in March 2006 as a research unit serving as a virtual center in which faculty members
from various academic disciplines can find common ground on which to discuss and delve into the intricacies of
today’s ethical and social aspects of science and technology. The atmosphere provided by the Center has been
very conducive to sustained reflection and thinking, and we would like to thank all of Soraj Hongladarom’s stu-
dents who have dedicated their time and effort to editing and related tasks. Jantima Eamanond has meticulously
looked over all the chapters to check their compliance with the style sheet and compiled the index list. Vajradhara
Amitabhaporn also helped with the editing and compiling tasks. Don Sandage has contributed his expertise in
carefully checking the grammar, style, and spelling in some of the chapters. Many thanks.

Second, we would like to thank Kristin Roth from Idea Group Inc., who has worked closely with the editors
since the inception on the idea that led to this book. Her care and gentle guidance, and most of all her patience
and understanding during the process of editing and reediting the chapters are appreciated with gratitude. We
also would like to thank the reviewers who have generously given their invaluable time to comment and save the
authors from many possible errors. We are especially grateful to Luciano Floridi, John Weckert, Terry Bynum,
Rafael Capurro, and many others, who generously shared their time and expertise in support of this project—not
only as reviewers but also as central figures in information and computing ethics who have shaped these fields
in important ways and provided us with insight and encouragement.
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