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The editors would like to acknowledge the help and support provided by many
colleagues during the call for chapters, the peer-review process, and the final
compilation of Collaborative Geographic Information Systems. Moreover,
the dedication and advice provided by the Idea Group Inc. staff throughout the
entire process from initial proposal approval to final publication played a crucial
role in the successful production of this book.
We are grateful to all the reviewers from our pool of chapter authors and exter-
nal researchers who kindly agreed to review the chapters. The chapters were
subjected to at least two double-blind peer reviews to improve their accuracy
and completeness. The inclusion of chapter authors in the review process con-
tributed to the overall strength and quality of the book. The following external
researchers provided valuable assistance in the review process:

Dr. Keiron Bailey (University of Arizona, USA)
Dr. Rosaline Canessa (University of Victoria, Canada)
Dr. Rob Feick (University of Waterloo, Canada)
Dr. Peter A. Kwaku Kyem (Central Connecticut State University, USA)
Dr. Roger White (Memorial University of New Foundland, Canada)

We wish to acknowledge the professional and friendly guidance given by the
management and development teams at Idea Group Inc. during all stages of the
process. Dr. Mehdi Khosrow-Pour and Ms. Renee Davies received our pro-
posal with great enthusiasm, Ms. Jan Travers patiently explained the contrac-



tual and administrative details, Ms. Kristin Roth and Ms. Michele Rossi handled
the operational planning for the project and their e-mail reminders about re-
quired documents and upcoming deadlines kept us on track, while Ms. Amanda
Phillips collaborated closely with us in the later stages to prepare the market-
ing and promotional materials.
Finally, the chapter authors deserve our special thanks for the long hours they
have invested in assembling their initial chapter proposal, writing the full chap-
ter, and addressing the feedback from the chapter peer-review process. The
chapters are all excellent contributions, and it was indeed our pleasure to work
with these authors to collectively bring this publication into the hands of inter-
ested readers everywhere. We hope the research articulated in this book will
be valuable to transdisciplinary and specialist readers as they continue to ex-
plore the science, technology, and application frontiers of Collaborative Geo-
graphic Information Systems.
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