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AN OVERVIEW OF THE BOOK

Exploring the Social and Academic Experiences of International Students in Higher Education Institutions
offerssocialandculturalperspectivesofinternationalstudentstounderstandtheinterplayofacademic
successandcross-culturalintegrationinhighereducationsettings.Becauseofthesocio-culturaldiffer-
encesthattheybringwiththemintotheclassrooms,internationalstudentsoftenexperiencedifficulties
takingadvantageoftheavailablecampusresourcesprovidedforlearningandpersonaldevelopment.
Forinstance,manyinternationalstudentsreporthomesicknessandlonelinessintheirinitialtransition;
express lowself-esteemandfeel isolated frompeers; struggle inbalancing themultiplecontextsof
home(countryoforigin)andschool(host);strugglewithracialandculturaldifferences;experience
lackofunderstandingoftheacademiccultureandculturalknowledgeofthehostcountry.Inthefaceof
themultiplechallengesfacedbyinternationalstudentsandtheinstitutionshostingthosestudents,many
importantquestionsarebeingdiscussedandconsideredsuchas;Dothesocialandacademicissuesof
internationalstudentsdifferfrominstitutiontoinstitution,countrytocountry?Howdothesestudents
adoptandadjusttothenormsandexpectationsofthehostinstitutions?Howdofacultyandstaffaddress
thesocialandculturalexperiences/differencesfacedincollegesanduniversities?Dowehaveenough
resourcestoaddresstheneedsofdiverseinternationalstudents?Inthefaceofagrowingpopulationof
internationalstudents,itisimportanttounderstandhowinternationalstudentsfaceandovercomethe
challengesandbecomeacademicallysuccessfulininstitutionsofhighereducation.

Asacollectiveresponsetothesekeyquestions,thisbookprovidesinsightandresourcestobenefit
faculty,policymakers,andstaffwhoworkcloselywiththeinternationalstudentpopulationinhigher
education.Eachcontributorinthiseditionbringsarichdescriptionandshareshowwecanaddressthe
needsofinternationalstudents,spousesandpartnersofthesestudents,boththesocialandacademic
concernsintheclassroomandoutside,academicmotivationsandinspirations,studentengagement,and
academicsuccess.Thisbookincludesresearch-basedfindingsandperspectivesintocampussupport
services,socio-culturalandeducationalissuesandchallengesthatinternationalstudentsfaceinhigher
educationfromawiderangeofcollegesandlocationsacrosstheglobe.

Inthecontextofinternationalization,studentmobilityandsocio-culturalchallengesarethecentral
phenomenaofresearchinhighereducation.Today,overfourmillionstudentscrisscrossgeographic,
cultural,andeducationalborderstopursuehighereducation.Inthisoverseasacademicjourney,educa-
torsanduniversitypolicymakerswillneedtostrengthenthestrategiestoenrichtheculturalexperiences
ofthisstudentpopulationforbothacademicsuccessandsocialintegration.
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OUR TARGET AUDIENCE

Thebookisdesignedasanacademicresourceforprofessionalsandresearchers(bothfacultyandstudents)
workingwithinternationalstudentpopulations.Also,officesforinternationalstudentsonuniversity
campuses,studyabroadandinternationalstudentadvisers,universitystaffmembers,aswellaslibraries
andprofessionalorganizationsmayusethebookasaresearchorcollegereferencetextininternational/
comparativeeducation/studentaffairscourseworkorstudies.Policymakers,academicians,researchers,
graduatestudents,andgovernmentofficialsmayalsofindthistextusefulinfurtheringtheirresearch
exposuretopertinenttopicsininternationalstudentstudies.

CHAPTER ORGANIZATION

This bookincludes15chaptersonanumberofsocialandacademicissuesrelatedtointernationalstu-
dentsintheclassroomandoutside.Writtenbyexperiencedscholarsinthefield,mostofthechapters
arebasedonthesocio-culturalexperiencesofinternationalstudentsstudyingintheUnitedStatesand
Canada,whichmaybedifferentotheracademicandsocialcontexts.

Inchapter1,TakahiroSatoandSamuelR.Hodgeidentifyanddiscusscurrentissuesandconcerns,
relatedtoacademicandsocialexperiences,amongAsianinternationalgraduatestudentsinAmerica.In
chapter2,AnitaGopalexploreshowinternationalstudentsarepositionedbetweenissuesofcitizenship,
nationalism,andtheclassroomculturefromaCanadianstandpoint.

Inchapter3,MingshengLiinvestigatesimportantissuesthataffectAsianinternationalstudents’
academicandsocialacculturationatNewZealanduniversities.LipresentsthatEnglishlanguageprofi-
ciencywouldoftenmaskotherfundamentaldeeper-levelissueswhichaffectseducationalperformance
anddenieslegitimateacademicidentityandfullacculturationintotheacademiccommunity.Inchapter
4,AshleeLewisprovidesinsightintointernationalstudents’experienceswithanunderstandingofrace
inboththeirhomecountriesandintheUnitedStateswithinthebroadercontextofstudentmobility.
Sheexploreshowmeaningsattachedtotermssuchas“Black”and“White”shift,butdonotcollapse,
whenmakingsenseofstudents’experienceswithraceandracialclassification.Inchapter5,Angellar
ManguvoexploresAfricanstudents’negotiationofBlackracialsolidaritywithareferenceforcollective
Blackidentity.

Inchapter6,JonWoodend,SarahNutter,DanniLei,andSharonCairnsexaminethechallengesthat
partners/spousesofinternationalstudentsfaceinCanadianinstitutionsofhighereducation.Theypres-
entaseriesofchallengesofstudents’partners,includinglackofEnglishproficiency,socialdisconnec-
tion,andlossofidentity.Inchapter7,SamitDiponBordoloianalyzestheimpactofcurrentuniversity
regulationsandpoliciesontheeverydaylivesofwivesofinternationalstudentsinUSinstitutionsof
highereducation.Inchapter8,ZacharyS.Ritterexaminesinternationalstudents’racialstereotypesand
presentshowthisaffectscampusclimate,andrecommendationstoencouragecross-culturalunderstand-
inginUScolleges.

Inchapter9,GwendolynM.WilliamsandRodE.Case focuson the issuesof socializationand
mentorshipforinternationalgraduateteachingassistantsinUScolleges.Theypresentexplicitmentor-
ingapproaches for international teachingassistants tomake themfamiliarwithmethodsandnorms
inAmericanhighereducation.Inchapter10,JuanjuanZhaoandDanaNgexaminehowinternational
EnglishasasecondlanguagestudentsconstructtheirexperiencesoflearninganduseEnglishinthe
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classrooms.Inchapter11,ChrystalA.GeorgeMwangi,AliciaM.Peralta,SharonFries-BrittandNina
Daoudexaminetheacademicexperiencesofinternationalstudentsofcolorinscience,technology,en-
gineering,andmathematics(STEM)astheyengageinU.S.collegeclassrooms.Theydiscusshowthese
studentsdescribetheiracademicmotivationtoachieveandperceivetheirownacademicpreparedness
inrelationtoU.S.academicexpectations.

Inchapter12,XiYu,ElizabethIsenseeandBarbaraKapplerusedatacollectedfromtheInternational
StudentBarometer(ISB)toexplaininternationalstudentsatisfactionandcollegeexperience.Theyalso
discusshowmultipleavailablesourcesofdataaresoughttocomplimentISBdata,andhowISBdata
havebeenusedcollaborativelytoinforminstitutionalpracticeanddrivecampusinternationalizationfor
allstudents.Inchapter13,DulceAmorL.DoradoandBarryFass-Holmescompareacademicprepared-
nessbetweentransferinternationalstudentsfromcommunitycollegesandoneswhocometofour-year
universitiesasfreshmenorexchangestudents.Inchapter14,YukariTakimotoAmos,investigatesthelevel
ofacademicexpectationsJapaneseundergraduateinternationalstudentsreceivedfromfacultymembers
inanAmericanteachereducationprogram.Amosaddressestheexpectationofgoodgradesversusthe
failuretoaddressacademicweaknesses.Inchapter15,KristaM.SoriaandShaneM.Lueckinvestigate
whetherinternationalstudents’participationinhigh-impacteducationalpracticeswasassociatedwith
students’developmentofacademicskillsandacademicengagement.
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