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Coming to the end of a hard but exciting project, one becomes aware of the many people without whose 
support this job could not have been satisfactorily completed. It is a pleasure to acknowledge the help 
of all those that, with various roles, have been involved in this project.

First, my gratitude is due to all the authors that accepted to contribute to this book with their pre-
cious works. Many thanks for the patience and care with which they followed the various steps, and the 
comprehension with which they responded to my (sometimes insisting) requests as book editor.

Thanks go to all those that generously donated their time to referee the manuscripts submitted for 
potential inclusion, offering insights, positive critiques, and suggestions. Their names appear in the list 
included in this book. The efforts of these people contributed to the quality of this volume (although, of 
course, I bear the entire responsibility for the final acceptance of the chapters), and I also learnt much 
from their acute analysis.

My special thanks also to the publishing team at IGI Global, for the enthusiasm with which they 
accepted and supported this project throughout the whole process, from inception of the initial idea to 
final publication. I would especially like to mention Mehdi Khosrow-Pour (Senior Academics Editor), 
Jan Travers (Managing Director), Michelle Potter, (Acquisitions/Development Editor), and Nicole Dean 
(Assistant Marketing Manager).

And I am extremely grateful to Kristin Roth, Managing Development Editor, and Deborah Yahnke, 
Assistant Development Editor, who provided invaluable support, encouragement, and assistance during 
the long months it took to give birth to this book.

Let me finally dedicate this work to my family, without whom this work would have made little 
sense to me. To my wife Paola, for the sweetness of her love, and for the patience and constant sup-
port, especially in the final rushing moments of this project. And to my beloved daughters Federica and 
Margherita, “pezzi di cuore” (“pieces of hearts”) as some Italians would say: maybe one day they will 
read the book (or at least the acknowledgements!) and will understand why their father spent a lot of 
time sitting in front of a computer.
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