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This book is the product of many people.  I would like to thank all involved
in the collation and review process of the book, without whose help the
completion of the book would not have been possible.  A special note of
thanks go to all the staff at Idea Group Inc., in particular to Jan Travers,
Amanda Appicello, Michele Rossi, Jennifer Wetzel, and Mehdi Khosrow-
Pour, whose contributions, throughout the process from inception to final
publication of the book, have been invaluable.

I wish to thank all of the authors for their insights and excellent contribu-
tions to this book. I would also like to thank all the reviewers, including
most of the contributing authors, who served as referees for chapters writ-
ten by other authors and provided constructive and comprehensive com-
ments in the double-blind review process.  Special thanks are due to Cherie
Sherman, who read and provided helpful suggestions for the preface.

Last but not least, I want to thank my wife, Laura, for her love, encourage-
ment, and unfailing support throughout this project. I also want to thank my
lovely daughter, Crystal, for her patience and her acceptance of Daddy’s
promise to spend more time playing with her, when the book was completed.
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