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The fact that this book is able to provide a comprehensive, detailed, and current
overview about the utilization of ontologies in the context of Business Systems
Analysis is due to the excellent contributions we received by academics who
are globally perceived as the thought-leaders in this area.
We are very grateful to those authors who were willing to revise, update, and
extend their papers as they were published originally in our Special Issue (Vol.
15, Nr. 2, 2004) for the Journal of Database Management. Moreover, we are
thankful to those authors who followed our invitation and submitted a book
chapter. Each chapter in this book has been evaluated by at least two experi-
enced reviewers and carefully revised based on these comments. We are in-
debted to our international and national colleagues who selflessly provided com-
prehensive and insightful reviews through which the contributing authors could
improve their chapters. We acknowledge the related workloads of all concerned
and we believe that this rigorous process contributed significantly to the overall
quality of this publication.
A particular note of thanks must go to Ron Weber and Yair Wand.  Without
their original ideas, unflagging support, and exemplary academic professional-
ism, we would not have been inspired to start and complete this project.
Furthermore, we like to express our appreciation for the excellent support we
received from IDEA Publishers. It has been a well-managed process that kept
the entire endeavor on track at all times.
Finally, we like to take the opportunity to dedicate this book to our families, to
Barbara, Brendan and Daniel, to Louise, Noah and Sophie, who carry too often
the burden of two easily over-committed academics.

Peter Green & Michael Rosemann
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