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A collaborative project like this doesn’t exist in vacuum. Such projects can-
not be kept running without enormous support and help. Producing a book
is just like entering a long-term relationship with many partners like con-
tributors, reviewers, editors, and a publisher. It is appropriate to acknowl-
edge all of those people we know who have directly or indirectly shaped our
work by contributing to the successful production of this book.

We would like to express an especially warm note of thanks to Professor
Mehdi Khosrow-Pour, Chief Editor, Idea Group Publishing, which made the
start of this project possible by planting the seed of inspiration by suggesting
this project to us.

We wish to thank all the contributors for their excellent contributions to this
book. Many of the contributors also served as reviewers for the chapters
written by other contributors and assisted the editors in producing a won-
derful product. Thanks go to all those who provided constructive reviews to
enhance the quality of the book. Irrespective of having congested schedules,
these people responded promptly and enthusiastically to all our requests.
However, some of the individuals need a special mention as their help set the
benchmark. These include: Professor Alev M. Efendioglu, Professor Vincent
F. Yip, Mr. Kwonghwan Park, Dr. Saugata Poddar, Professor Yutaka Kurihara,
and Dr. Fjodar Ruzic, among others. A special vote of thanks is due to Profes-
sor Stanley D. Brunn for providing us access to his listserv, introducing us to
potential authors and contributors and encouraging us to persist with the
project until successful completion. A special vote of thanks is also due to
Professor Gary P. Schnieder for kindly accepting our invitation and making
a highly valuable contribution within the tight delivery schedules.

A special environment at the University of Western Sydney in Australia facili-
tated our work on this project. The cooperative attitude of all the colleagues
had a direct impact on the successful completion of this task.



xxvi

Special thanks go to the publishing team at Idea Group Inc. particularly to
Jan Travers, who via her timely emails prompted us to always meet the dead-
lines and keeping the project on schedule. We also acknowledge the help of
Michele Rossi, Jennifer Sundstrom and Amanda Phillips for their unstinting
support to this project.

We would like to express our sincere thanks and gratitude to our families,
who have been supportive and patient throughout this venture, without which
this project could not have been completed successfully. We are highly grate-
ful to Mrs. Harbans Kehal for her great moral support and encouragement
that bolstered us in tough situations.

A special mention must be made of Harinder Samatani for his technical help
in the editing process and also for his contribution with his computing and
linguistic skills.

In closing, we wish to acknowledge the unselfish help and technical support
provided by Dr. Kiranjit Sohi during the end days of the project.

H.S. Kehal
V.P. Singh
January 2004


