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We rich nations, for that is what we are, have an obligation not only to the poor nations, but to all the 
grandchildren of the world, rich and poor. We have not inherited this earth from our parents to do with 
it what we will. We have borrowed it from our children and we must be careful to use it in their interests 
as well as our own. (Moss Cass)

Mankind,howeverisrealizingthattheworldhaschangeddrasticallyandtheplanetisincrisis(King,
2012).Emmott(2013)explainsthat“ourcleverness,ourinventivenessandouractivitieshavemodified
almosteverypartofourplanet.Infact,wearehavingaprofoundimpactonit.Indeed,ourcleverness,
ourinventivenessandouractivitiesarenowthedriversofeveryglobalproblemweface”.Thisisa
scarythought,becauseourabilitieswhichmakesusdifferentfromotherspeciesarebeingusedforour
ownselfishsatisfactionandneeds,ratherthantouseitwiselyforthebenefitoftheplanetwecallhome.

Kolbert(2014)agreeswithEmmottwhenshewroteinherbookThe Sixth Extinctionthathuman
qualitieslikemankind’srestlessness,creativity,theabilitytocooperate,tosolveproblems,andcomplete
complicatedtasksareleadingmankindtochangetheworldsorapidlyandprofoundlythatotherspecies
cannotkeepup,areeitherextinctorareheadedtowardsoblivion.Inaddition,thenormalprocessof
evolutioncannottakeplaceduetotheaccelerateddie-offrateofspeciesduetohumans’unmindfulliv-
ing(Vince,2012)andirresponsiblebusinesspracticesarecausingmeltingglaciers,resourcedepletion,
oceanacidification,anddeforestation.

Someofthecausesofenvironmentaldegradationaregreenhousegasemissions,deforestation,and
waterpollutionandotherformsofindustrialwasteswhicharetheresultofhumanprogressandirre-
sponsiblebusinesspractices.Even“new”technology(cellphones,laptops,iPads)iscausingwhitewaste
andmankinddoesnothavetheanswerstogetridofthedailywastebeingproducedinanindividual,
business,countryandworldlevel.Kolberg(2014)statedthataHoloceneextinctionisimminentdueto
mankind’sindifferenceandevencrueltytootherlifeontheplanetinitspursuitofmoneyandprogress.

Thefinancialcrises,climatechange,ecologicalovershoot,populationgrowth,waterandfoodshortages
andgreaterexpectationsofshareholdersarecausingpeopleandbusinesstorethinkhuman-andbusiness
activity.Newandbetterwaysareexploredinanattempttonotharmtheenvironmentbyafewconcerned
environmentalists.However,theworldisstillfacedwithmoregreedthanconcern,whicharenottaking
thecarefortheplanetseriouslyenoughtomakeasignificantdifference.Whatisclearhoweveristhat
aconducivenaturalenvironmentisimportantforhealthylivingandthesustainabilityofallcreatures.
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Deteriorationoftheglobalenvironmentcreatesrisksandopportunitiesforfirmsoperatinginthe21st
century.Competenciesincreativity,problem-solvingandformulatingcompetitiveandenvironmental
managementstrategiesbecomescrucialinbuildingsustainablebusinesspractices.TheUN’sGlobal
CompactandthePrinciplesofResponsibleEducation(PRME)alsoaimtofocustheattentionofbusi-
nessleadersandeducatorsonresponsibleandsustainablebusinesspracticesinanefforttominimize
theharmhumansarecausingtheplanet.

The only way forward, if we are going to improve the quality of the environment, is to get everybody 
involved. (Richard Rogers)

Thisbookexploreshowcollectivecreativitycanbeusedtofindnovelsolutionstotheproblems
causedbymankindandtodevelopresponsibleandsustainablebusinesspracticesspecificallyinanef-
forttopreventandminimizeaHoloceneextinction.Itisevidentthatmankindneedstoworktogether
andthateveryoneshouldplaytheirpartindecreasingthenegativeimpacttheymakeonadailybasis.

Thiscomprehensiveandtimelypublicationaimstobeanessentialreferencesource,buildingonthe
availableliteratureandexpertiseinthefieldofcreativityandresponsibleandsustainablemanagement
practicesindevelopinganddevelopedcountries,whileprovidingforfurtherresearchopportunitiesin
thisdynamicfield.Itishopedthatthistextwillprovidearesourcethatgovernments,nonprofitandfor-
profitorganizations,businessleadersandmanagers,universitiesandacademicsaswellascommunity
membersandleaderscanusetoencouragecollectivecreativitytodevelopresponsibleandsustainable
businesspractice.Itisalsohopedthatthebookwillplayaroleincreatinggreaterawarenessandaction
tomakearealdifference.

Saving our planet, lifting people out of poverty, advancing economic growth ... these are one and the 
same fight. We must connect the dots between climate change, water scarcity, energy shortages, global 
health, food security and women’s empowerment. Solutions to one problem must be solutions for all. 
(Ban Ki-Moon)

Theconceptofresponsibleandsustainablebusinesspracticeshasbeengivenconsiderableatten-
tioninrecentyears.Thelinktocollectivegreencreativityandeco-innovationhasnotbeenasstrongly
investigated.Itistheviewofthecontributorsofthebookchaptersthatcollectivecreativitycanindeed
helptofindbettersolutionsandcreateasustainableplanetforall,becausecreativityleadstonewdis-
coveriesandnewopportunities.

Capital isn’t so important in business. Experience isn’t so important. You can get both these things. What 
is important is ideas. If you have ideas, you have the main asset you need, and there isn’t any limit to 
what you can do with your business and your life. (Harvey Firestone)

Thisbookisdividedintofoursections.
Section1inthetextfocusesoncollectivecreativityandthelinktosustainablebusinesspractices.

Thissectionconsistsofsixchaptersfocusingoncollectivegreencreativityandeco-innovationaskey
driversofsustainablebusinesssolutionsintheorganization,Bisociation,theneedforCyberSecurity
Creativity,theempowermentofcommunitiestoaddressimpossibleproblems,theroleofleadershipin
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cultivatingaresponsiblecollectivecreativeworkenvironmentandtheco-engagementoforganizational
leadershipincollectivedecision-makinglookingatapublicenterprise.

Section2focusesonstrategiesandleadershipforresponsibleandsustainablebusinesspractice.This
sectionconsistsoffivechaptersfocusingonthecollectivecreationofCivilCommons,sustainablebusiness
modelInnovationbyusingPolycentricandCreativeClimateChangeGovernance,corporateleadership,
responsibleandsustainablemanagementpractices,developinganddevelopedbusinessenvironments,
aswellasasystemicapproachtowardsresponsibleandsustainableeconomicdevelopmentfocusingon
entrepreneurship,systemstheoryandsocioeconomicmomentum.

Section3inthetextfocusesonresponsiblemanagementeducationandconsistsoftwochapters.The
firstchapterexplorestheprinciplesofResponsibleManagementEducation(PRME)specificallyandthe
secondchapterinthissectiondiscusseseducationalandbusinessco-operativesaschannelsofcollective
creativityandentrepreneurialteams.

Section4inthetextfocusesonsocialmarketingforasustainablefutureandconsistsofthreechapters,
namelysocialmarketingtoachievesustainability,theuseofsocialmediaandonlinepetitionstoachieve
collectivechangeforasustainablefutureandfinallyusingsuccessfulcasestopromoteenvironmental
sustainability.

ThisbookisacontributiontohelpinspiremankindtoworkwithMotherNatureinsustainable,re-
sponsible,caringandcreativewaystopreventthedestructionofthiswonderfulandamazingplanetwe
livein.Allthatisleftistomakeastandandmakeadifference.

JohnW.Gardner(2015)oncesaid,“WhenAlexandertheGreatvisitedDiogenesandaskedwhether
hecoulddoanythingforthefamedteacher,Diogenesreplied:‘Onlystandoutofmylight.’Perhaps
somedayweshallknowhowtoheightencreativity.Until then,oneofthebestthingswecandofor
creativemenandwomenistostandoutoftheirlight”becauseourplanet’ssurvivaldependsoncreative
menandwomen.

Thebookisdedicatedtothefutureofeverythinglivingonthisplanet,wecallhome.

Ziska Fields
University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa
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