


Foreword



Prof.Tellahasrequestedmetowritetheforewordtothisveryimportantbook.Itisgratifyingtowritea
Forewordforsuchaprolificresearcher’sbook,whohasmadeasignificantcontributiontothisscholarly
worldinashorttime.Someofhisachievementsinclude:recognizedasno1scientistinhisUniversity
inNigeriabyWebometricsinMarch,2015andathreetimeswinneroftheprestigiousDr.T.M.Salisu
awardfortheMostPublishedLibrarianfortheyear2015,2017and2018bytheNigerianLibraryAs-
sociation.Hehas8booksincluded4editedbookandthisbeingthe5theditedbookandhaspublished
extensivelyinseveralpeerreviewednationalandinternationalWebofScience/Scimagorankedjournals.
Nodoubtaboutthecredibilityofthebook.

Rapidadvancementoftechnologyhastransformedtheinformationenvironmententirely.Thepenetra-
tionofdigitaltechnologieshasmadeiteasierforbothinformationprofessionalsandlibraryusers.Users
preferandthriveinadigitizedenvironment.Digitalplatformsanddigitaldeviceshavebecomecentralto
alltypesoftwenty-firstcenturylibrariesandinformationcenters.Socialmediaplatformsanddifferent
digitaldevices,suchas,tablets,self-servicescanners,digitalsignage,digitallockers,MakerSpace,3D
printersand3Dscanners,cloudcomputingareusedinlibrariestooptimizelibraryservicesintheDigital
Milieu.Hence,librariesspendhugeamountofbudgetstoacquisitionsofdigitaldevicesande-resources.

ThisbooktitledHandbook of Research on Digital Devices for Inclusivity and Engagement in Li-
brariesexplorestheuseandbenefitsofdigitaldevicesinseveralwaysfocusingoninclusivityanden-
gagementinlibraries,suchas,useofsocialmediabymedicallibrariansforinclusiveengagement;use
ofdigitaldevicesformarketinglibraryproducts;useofartificialintelligence;cloudlibrarianshipand
infopreneurshipinitiativesforinclusiveness;resourcesharing;learningmanagementandlibrarycol-
lectionenhancement.Thebookprovidesanarrayofobservationsandinsights,fromauthorsinNigeria,
Tanzania,USA,andSouthAfrica.

WilsonChukwunedumOchonogorandStephenMutulafromUniversityofKwazulu-Nata,SouthAfrica
kicksoffthebookbyexaminingtheuseofsocialmediabymedicallibrariansforinclusiveengagement
inthemanagementofHIV/AIDSinNigeriauniversityteachinghospitals.ManyauthorsincludingElias
Mwagen,TeofiloKisanjiUniversityTanzaniaandRoselineO.Ogundokun,JoelO.Afolayan,Michael
ImoudufromNigeriahaveinvestigatedtheuseofdigitaldevicesinmarketinglibraryproductsinanin-
clusivelyengagedacademiclibrary.JoelO.AfolayanetalfromNigeriaexamineArtificialintelligence,
cloudlibrarianshipandinfopreneurshipinitiativesforinclusiveness.

Tella,Adeyinka,FemiQuardri,Bamidele,SundaySegun,andAjiboye,OlubukolaOluyemisifrom
Nigeriaembarkonresourcesharingvehicleforeffectivelibraryinformationdisseminationandservices
inthedigitalage,whileAbdulmuminIsahfromUniversityofIlorin,Nigeriaexaminetheuseofsocial
mediaastoolsforinformationsharingamongundergraduatesofuniversityofIlorin.
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Several authors have explored use of cloud computing, for example, M.T. Bashorun, and K.T.
OmopupafromtheUniversityofIlorin,Nigeria,GarbaDahiru,AbubakarTafawaBalewaUniversity
(ATBU),Bauchi,NigeriaexaminecloudcomputingandacademiclibrariesinNigeria,whileOlaronke
O.Fagbola,UniversityofIlorin,Nigeria,AmbroseSmart,NationalOpenUniversityofNigeria,Abuja,
Nigeria,BabarotimiOpeyemiOluwaseun,NationalOpenUniversityofNigeria,Abuja,Nigeriaassess
theapplicationofCloudComputingTechnologiesinAcademicLibraryManagementattheNational
OpenUniversityofNigeriaLibraryinPerspective.

MichelleKowalsky,fromRowanUniversity,USAshareshisSchoolLibrarian’sexperiencesofLearning
ManagementImplementation.AdebayoMuritalaAdegborefromtheUniversityofIbadanexaminesthe
useofDigitalStorytelling,PodcastingandNewFormatofMessagingintheLibraries.VictoriaOkojie,
UniversityofAbuja,FaithOrim,UniversityofCalabar,OluwatoyinOso,AjayiCrowtherUniversity,
andAdeyinkaTella,UniversityofIlorin,NigeriaidentifytheOpportunitiesandchallengesofe-book
readersandmobiledevicesinlibrariesbasedonexperiencesfromNigeria.

EdeamaO.OnwuchekwafromtheUnitedStateofAmericaLibrarydeliberateonsignageandIn-
formationGraphicsasacommunicationtoolforlibraryusers.KayodeWale,Adewuyi,FaithAcademy
Ilorin,KwaraStatefromNigeriadiscussthenewtools,gadgetsanddevicesinlibraries.AyodeleAlonge
fromUniversityofIbadanexplorestheMarkerspaceasmotivating,engagingspacesinlibrariesand
informationcenters.

HalimahOdunayo.Amuda,AlHikmaUnivrsity,Ilorin,ImeldaBarongEdam-agborUniversityof
Calabar,andMuhammedJamiyuOladele,UniversityofIlorin,Nigeriainvestigateopenaccess,open
contentsandcollectionsasnewopportunitiesinlibraries.YususAyodejiAjani,Tella,AdeyinkaandShola
TemitopeFamuyiwafromUniversityofIlorindebateontheprintversusdigitalpublishinganswerwhat
shouldbethefocus,contentsorplatform?OtherchaptersfeaturedinthebookareUtilizationofSmart-
phonesforRetrievingResearchInformationMaterialsintheLibrariesbyUndergraduateStudents,Use
ofsocialmediainthelibrariesandimpactonundergraduatestudents,Applicationofmobiletechnologies
forservicedeliveryinlibrariesandRelevanceofweb2.0forlibraryservicesindigitalera.Finally,inthe
lastchapterofthebook,AkinboroandTaylorlookattheImpactofsocialmediausageoninformation
retrievalamongundergraduatestudentinfacultyofmanagementsciences,UniversityofIlorin,Nigeria.

Thus,thebookhasobservedassessedthedigitaldevicesforinclusivityandengagementinlibraries
fromdifferentperspectives.Notably,the21chaptersofthebookbasicallypresentsthecurrentlibrary
environmentofuseofdigitaldevicesforinclusivityandengagementinlibraries.Theauthorsofthis
volumepresentanalysis,andrecommendationsontheuseofdigitaldevices, thatwillhelpusmake
progressontheseissues.
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