
xxv

Acknowledgment

The authors would like to acknowledge the publishing team at IGI Global, and es-
pecially Rebecca Beistline, whose suggestions throughout the overall development 
of this book were very effective. 

I wish to thank IBM because it was fundamental in my technical and profes-
sional education. Furthermore, IBM gave me the opportunity to be introduced to 
high-level research.

Special thanks go to Salento University that is giving me the opportunity to 
research in a stimulating and very satisfying environment. I would like to thank the 
students of computer engineering that first experimented on the use of the method-
ologies described in this book, validating them in exam projects and especially in 
graduation and doctoral theses.

Above all, I wish to express my gratitude to Professor Paolo Paolini that not 
only has introduced me to academic research, but also because he is my mentor 
and an extraordinary man.

Roberto Paiano
Salento University, Lecce, Italy


	Acknowledgment

