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Economiesandorganizationsandhavebeenforcedtotransformthemselvesfromgrowthorientation
andprofit-centric to sustainableorientationandgovernance-centric” forvarious reasons.Becoming
sustainable,ensuringdevelopmentwithgovernancestrategies inplace isoneof themost important
aimsofanycountry.Therefore,theissuesconcerningsustainabledevelopment,governancestrategies,
economicgrowthandsocietaldevelopmentgrowthhaveattractedtheattentionofbothpractitionersand
researchersoverthelastdecade.Despite,ormaybedueto,theattentiondrawntothesubject,aclear
agreementonwhatissustainabledevelopment,whatconstitutesgovernancestrategiesis,andespecially
howthisshouldbedevelopedremainslacking.Further,empiricalliteratureonsustainabledevelopment
andgovernanceaswellaseconomicgrowthatgloballevelingeneralandmorespecificatAfricanlevel
isratherfrail.Somescholarsalsoarguethatthereisaconflictbetweensustainabledevelopmentand
governance.Accordingtothem,acountrycannotpursueboth.However,seriouslyspeakingsustainable
developmentandgovernancestrategiesarethekeyforbettergrowthinAfrica.Infact,theyaretwosides
ofthesamecoinforsocialandeconomicdevelopment.

Handbook of Research on Sustainable Development and Governance Strategies for Economic Growth 
in Africawill,hence,deepentheunderstandingofthetwobroadtermssustainabledevelopmentand
governanceandthestrategiesrequiredtopromotegrowthinAfrica.Itwillprovideevidencesatthe
country-levelonsustainabledevelopmentandgovernanceissuesandhelptounderstandtheimplications
oneconomicgrowthandprosperityinAfrica.Thispublicationwillalsodeepentheunderstandingof
thetwobroadtermssustainabledevelopmentandgovernanceandthestrategiesrequiredtopromote
growthinAfrica.Itwillprovideevidenceatthecountry-levelonsustainabledevelopmentandgover-
nanceissuesandhelptounderstandtheimplicationsoneconomicgrowthandprosperityinAfrica.This
isofrelativesignificance,sincemostofthecountriesintheAfricastandatthecuspofeconomicand
socialtransformation.Itisacommonunderstandingthattheoriesandpracticesofsustainabledevelop-
menthavedevelopedandcontinuetobuildup,basedonthehistoricalissuesandstateofaffairs,which
arecountrybased,andneedsregionalcontextualization.Thus,thereisadireneedforunderstanding
sustainabledevelopmenttheoreticalandpracticalconcernsthereofinrelationtosub-SaharanAfrica.
Howtheycarveouttheirsustainabledevelopmentgoalswilldefinitelywillhaveagreatimplicationon
theirsustenance,economicgrowthandglobalinclusivenessindecadestocomebutalsohavesignificant
ramificationsontheglobalsetting.

MillenniumDevelopmentGoals(MDGs)werethefirstglobaldevelopmentgoals,whichweresetto
helpgovernmentsoftheworldtoorienttheirpolicies,endpoverty,andimprovethelivesofpoorpeople
by2015.However,thepopularcriticismlevelledagainstMDGsisthattheyweretoonarrowandleftout
manypeopleandtheirneeds.Moreover,theMDGsimplementationhasbeeninconsistentandeventhe
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successhasbeenvaryinginallcountries.Duetothiserraticimplementationandevendifferentdegrees,
successafter15yearsofimplementationthereremainsunfinishedbusinessoftheMDGs.Thisleadtothe
UNmemberstatesmetinRiotoframetheSustainableDevelopmentGoals(SDGs).SDGsseektobuild
ontheMDGsandcompletewhatthesedidnotachieve.TheSDGsaremoreinclusiveandsustainable,and,
astheUNsecretarygeneralnotedinDecember2014,theyseemnotto“leavenoonebehind”.However,
inorderfortheSDGstoaddresssystemicchallengesacrosseconomic,social,andecologicaldimensions
ofsustainabledevelopmenttheyrequireappropriateinstitutionalsupporttoeffectivelyintegratethem
intoinstitutionsandpractices,tocoordinateactivities,andtomobilizeresourcesforimplementation.
Crucialthenisthefinancingforthesustainabledevelopmentgoals.Governmentsalonewillnotbeable
todoso,hence,thereisneedtoseekalternativesforfinancingandapproachesforeffectiveutilization
ofresourcesthattoowhicharescare.Hereeffectivegovernancestrategieswouldbeessentialandthis
leadstointensificationoftheroleofgovernancetoensureeconomicandall-inclusivegrowth.

Othercriticalissues,whichemergeinpursuitofsustainability,arelanduseconflicts,displacement,
urbanplanning,developmentagenda,institutionalstructures,intergovernmentalfiscaltransfers,decen-
tralization, localgovernance,overseasownership,multipleperspectives forpoverty reduction,child
welfare,populationgrowth, inequality, agricultural schemes.Roleofeducation,public sector,mass
transport,electronicmedia,civilsocietyorganizations,women-participation,representationandequal
opportunitiesforleadership,communityparticipation,alsobecomedynamic.Politics,elections,democ-
racy,politicalfollowings’,legalframework,humanrights,activism,advocacyalsoimpingeonthegoals
tobeset.Someofthesecriticalissuesgroupedpartiallyorindividuallyincludingtourism,hospitality,
haveallbeensubjectofresearchlately.Yet,thereisnocomprehensiveresearchtoidentifythelinkage
andnexusbetweensustainabledevelopmentandgovernancestrategiesespeciallyintheAfricancontext.
Whatismore,theadvancementsinsocietyandtechnologyleadingtoconvergenceofinformation,com-
munication,andtechnology,coupledwithaccelerationinglobalization,competitiveenvironments,and
changingcustomer’spreferenceshavecreatednewchallengesaswellasopportunities.Thiscanbefor
leveragingknowledgeaboutsustainabledevelopmentandgovernancestrategies,whichcanaffectvalue
creationsignificantlyoftheabundantnaturalresources,whichnaturehasendowedandexistintheregion.

Handbook of Research on Sustainable Development and Governance Strategies for Economic Growth 
in Africa,editedbyDr.KassaT.AlemuandDr.MuluneshA.Alebachew,providesnotonlyavaluable
windowbutexaminesavarietyofnewphenomenathathaveeithernotreceivedtheattentionofscholars
orrequiresdeeperinvestigationtobuildreliabletheory.Inthat,thebookwillprovokebothstudents
andpractitionersofAfricatounderstandtheircontextsandtodeterminewhetherandhow“offerings”
forsustainabledevelopmentwillneedfreshandinnovativewaysofimagination.Theacademicsand
researcherswritinginthisbookemphasizetheprimacyofsustainabledevelopment–incrementalor
radical–throughgovernancestrategies,approachesandcasestomotivateindividuals,organizations
thatdesiretoremainsignificantinanintenselycompetitiveworld.Suchstrategiesoroffering,asthe
breadthofideasshow,neednotbeone-dimensional,i.e.,merelyinternally-focused;rather,sustainable
developmentpoliciesmarriedwitheffectivegovernancestrategiescancoverthegamutofalloperations
thatpermeateallstakeholderintereststoaddeconomic,social,value-addedservicesforthebenefitof
thesocietyasawhole.
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Thisbookwillprovokethinkingaboutsustainabledevelopment,governancestrategiesandeconomic
growth fromvariouscountryperspectives likeCameroon,Ethiopia,Ghana,HornofAfrica,Kenya,
Malawi,Namibia,Nigeria,SouthAfrica,Tanzania,andZimbabwe.Apartfromthat,itwillprovidekey
lessonsandbestpracticesthroughcasestudiesinsustainabledevelopment,governancestrategiesand
economicdevelopment.Resourcefulonecandefinitelysay;theradicalstructureofthebookalongwith
thechaptersgroupedthereinfacilitatesandoffersopportunitiesforthinkingoutofthebox.

Toconclude,‘thetraditionalapproachesforensuringsustainabledevelopmentaresurfacingandtoday
richerandinnovativewayssuchasreengineering,greenworld,collaborativeapproaches,cooperation
ratherthancompetitionforsustainabilityandinclusivegrowtharethefocalpoint.TheInternet’sability
toreachnewsegmentsandreducecostthroughstreamliningoftheknowledgeandexpertiseisanother
promisingareatoexploreforsustainabledevelopmentandgovernancestrategiesastheideasofcrowd-
sourcing,cloudcomputingusingweb-basedplatformsreachouttonewmarkets,whichwillbebuilton
harnessingthecapabilityofthevariousregionsandsegmentsofsociety.

Sustainableapproacheswitheffectivegovernanceinplaceandstrategieswelldesignedforeconomic
andoveralldevelopmentwillalwaysbethewayaheadforallcountries.Suchapproacheswillnotonly
providecompetitiveedgebutwillalsobemoreeconomicallyviable;astheywillbepeople-friendlyand
sustainorevenrevitalizetheecologiesinwhichtheythrive.Itisforthecreativeindividualtospotthe
myriadofopportunitiesformultipliereffect.Thediversityofperspectivesonsustainabledevelopment,
governancestrategies,alliancesandopportunitiesforeconomicdevelopmentingeneralandforAfrica
inparticular,thatthisbookofferspromisesinterestingreading.Ifitspurslivelydebateanddiscussion
amongpractitionersandencouragesacademicstobuildbettercomprehensivetheoriesofsustainable
development,governancestrategiesandeconomicdevelopmentmodels,thebookwillhaveservedas
acrucialspringboard.

Neeta Baporikar
Namibia University of Science and Technology, Namibia
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