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Conference Report

Asreferredinpreviousreports,theIJEPRAnnualConferenceseekstoprovideamultiandaninter-
disciplinaryforumforthecriticaldiscussionofnewperspectives,approaches,methods,andtools
inthefieldofUrbane-Planning.Thisfourthconference,convenedbyCarlosNunesSilva,Editor-
in-chief of the International Journal ofE-Planning Research, held in the Institute ofGeography
andSpatialPlanning,intheUniversityofLisbon,Portugal,onApril23-24,wasnoexception.It
explored and discussed critically recent developments, emerging issues and future challenges in
thefieldofurbane-planning,andexaminedthestate-of-the-artofUrbane-Planningresearch,both
theoreticalandempirical,andexploredinnovativeresearchandnewdirectionsinthebroadfieldof
Urbane-Planning.Alltold,thisfourthconferenceconfirmed,oncemore,intheopinionofthosethat
tookpartinit,theimportanceandvalueofanannualinternationalscientificmeetingfocusedonthe
problems,challengesandopportunitiesraisedbythewidespreaduseofcuttingedgeInformation
andCommunicationTechnologiesinurbanplanning,thecorefocusoftheInternationalJournalof
E-PlanningResearch.

Theprogramofthe4thConferencewasorganizedaroundfourmainthemes,ortracks,although
withaconcentrationofpapersinthemes1and2:Theme1-GovernanceandPlanningofSmartCities;
Theme2-Citizense-ParticipationinUrbanPlanning;Theme3-TheRealandVirtualinUrban
e-Planning;andTheme4-DataAnalyticsandNewDecisionSupportToolsforUrbane-Planning.
Somepaperscrossedmorethanonethemeandmostofthemprovidednewempiricalevidenceand
innovativeperspectivesonUrban e-Planning.The final programof the two-day conferencewas
structuredin13sessions,ofwhich1plenarymeetingand12parallelpanels,besidesthewelcomeand
closingsessions,anumberofsessionssimilartothepreviousthreeconferences.Inallsessions,plenary
andparallelpanels,thedebate,ledbytherespectivesessionchair,wasinitiatedbytwodiscussants,
followedthenbyanenlargeddiscussionwithotherparticipants,whichallowedafruitfulandliveable
exchangeofperspectivesamongparticipantsintheconference,amodelweintendtocontinuein
the2020conference.Theopeningplenarysession,withtwopapers,discussed,inthefirstofthem,
thenatureoftheprocessleadingtoe-planningande-governanceintheUK,questioningwhetherit
representsarealculturechangeorif,insteadofthat,itisjustanemptyrhetoric.Thesecondpaper
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discussedaninnovativeAnalyticalVisualizationApplicationfortheStudyofUrbanandRegional
DemographicChange.

Asinthepreviousconferences,participationrequiredthepresentationofapaperintheconference.
The4thConferencehadanumberofparticipantsandpaperssimilartothethreeprecedingconferences,
aswellasasimilarnumberofauthors,alittleover120,engagedinthesepapers.Thenumberof
submissionsandtheproportionofpapersselectedfororalpresentation,around60%,weresimilar
tothoseofpreviousconferences.Thedelegates-researchers,studentsandplannersfromacademia
andotherorganizations-camefrom23countries,fromEurope,Africa(Northandsub-Saharan),
America(NorthandSouth)andAsia,andworkmainlyinthefieldofurbanandplanningstudies.
Importanttonoteisthenumberofthepapersco-authoredbyPhDstudentsand,asintheprevious
conferences,therelativelybalancednumberofparticipantsbygender.

Overall,thequalityofthepaperspresentedandthelivelydiscussionsheldmeanthatonceagain
theannualconferenceof the IJEPRcompletelymet its initially statedgoals.Mostof thepapers
challengedanddiscussed,fromdifferentperspectives,wellestablishedormainstreamideasaboutsmart
citiesoraboutcitizenparticipationinurbanplanning.Newapproaches,methodsandtoolshavebeen
presentedandcriticallyexaminedfromdifferentanglesasinthepreviousthreeconferences.Papers
presentedinthe2019Conference,whileendorsingtheadvantagesofthenewdigitaltechnologies
alsochallengedestablishedperspectives,highlightingtheneedandadvantagetoarticulatetechnology
withface-to-facecontactsinthedifferentstagesoftheplanningprocess,conclusionsthatreinforce
thefindingsfromthepreviousthreeconferences.

Itisexpectedthataselectionoftheconferencepaperswillbepublishedinupcomingissues
oftheInternationalJournalofE-PlanningResearchinthe2020volume.Theselectedpaperswill
undergotheIJEPRstandarddouble-blindpeer-reviewprocess.Itisalsoanticipatedthatsomeofthe
paperspresentedwillbedevelopedintofullbookproposalstobesubmittedtothenewlyestablished
bookseriesonLocalandUrbanGovernance.

Theconferencewasagainanopportunityforinformalnetworking,forresearcherstomeetand
todiscuss future research initiatives,during thebreaksandat lunch time.TheUEPRN–Urban
e-PlanningResearchNetwork(https://sites.google.com/site/uepnet/home),closelyassociatedwith
theseconferences,willcontinueitsroleofactivedisseminatorofinformationonUrbane-Planning.
Thejointdinner,indowntownLisbon,inthefirstdayoftheconference,wasalsoanopportunityfor
informalandcollegialinterchange,asinthepreviousIJEPRconferences.

TheConferencewasendorsedbyISOCARPandby the IGUCommissiononGeographyof
Governance.

AwordofappreciationisduetoallthoseengagedintheorganizationofthefourthIJEPR‘Urban
e-Planning’Conferencein2019attheUniversityofLisbon:authorsofthepaperspresented;members
oftheconferencescientificcommittee;sessionchairsanddiscussants;thehostinginstitution,the
InstituteofGeographyandSpatialPlanning–UniversityofLisbon,andthestaffdirectlyengaged
intheconferenceorganization;andthegroupofstudentswhoactedasvolunteersinthesupporting
activitiesduringthetwodaysoftheconference.Moreinformationisofferedinthe‘ClosingSession’
presentationavailableintheconferencewebsite.

Additionalinformationonthe4thIJEPRConference,itsfullprogram,abstracts,oralpresentations,
andaphotogallery,amongnumerousotheraspects,isavailableintheconferencewebsite(https://
sites.google.com/view/uep2019-conference/home).

TheIJEPRwillcontinueinvolvedintheorganizationofanannualinternationalconferenceon
Urbane-Planning.In2020,the5thIJEPRAnnualConferenceon‘Urbane-Planning’,tobeheldin
theUniversityofLisbon,Portugal(https://sites.google.com/view/uep2020-conference/home),will
continuetheexplorationofnewperspectives,approaches,methods,andtoolsinthefieldofUrban
e-Planning.Itisalsobeingplannedtheorganizationofthematicsessionsonurbane-planning,endorsed
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bytheInternationalJournalofE-PlanningResearch,intheAmericanAssociationofGeographers
2020AnnualMeeting,inDenver,UnitedStates,inearlyApril2020.


