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InPlanning cultures and Histories,DominiqueStead,JochemdeVriesandTunaTasan-Kokandfive
othercontributingauthorsexploretheinfluenceofplanningculturesandtheevolutionofplanning
systemsandspatialdevelopmentthroughfourcasestudies,differentinscopeandscale.Asprevious
researchhasalreadyshown,includingpublicationsofsomeoftheseauthors,thecontributionsin
thisvolumerevealclearlyhowdifferentandspecificcombinationsofpolitical,ideological,social,
economicandtechnologicalfactorshavebeenimportantfactorsaffectingthewayurbanandregional
planningsystemsareorganizedandhowtheyfunctioninpractice.

Thiseditedcollectionoffivepapers,publishedbeforeinthejournalEuropean Planning Studies,
in2015,offerstwomaincontributionstothegrowingliteratureoncomparativeplanningstudies
inEurope.Itprovidesnotonlyaninternationalcomparativeperspectiveofplanningculturesand
histories,butoffersalsonewconceptualframeworksandperspectivesfortheinterpretationofthe
differencesandsimilaritiesfoundworldwideinnationalandlocalplanningpractices.Anddespite
thealreadyvastlibrarycentredonplanningsystemstherearestillimportantgaps,someofwhichthe
bookaimstoaddresswiththesewellresearchedcasestudies.Nonetheless,beingashortcollection
offivepapers,focusedonEuropeancases,itseemsnecessaryfurtherexplorationoftheseissues,in
othergeographiesandperiods,intheNorthandintheSouthaswell.

IntheIntroduction(Chapter1),theeditorsexploretherationalebehindthecollectionofpapers,
theaims,andtheirmain(hypo)thesis.Fortheeditors,‘thediversityofplanningculturesandhistories
acrosstheworldhelpstoexplainsomeofthediversityofplanningsystemsandplanningoutcomes’,
althoughastheyalsostressclearly,thesearenottheonlyfactorsresponsibleforthedifferencesfound
inplanningacrosscountries.

InChapter2(PlanningCulture-AConcepttoExplaintheEvolutionofPlanningPoliciesand
ProcessesinEurope?),JoergKnielingandFrankOthengrafenexploretherelation,atthenational
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level,betweenspatialplanningandtheculturalcontext,indifferentpartsofEurope,highlighting
trends towards convergence inEurope (e.g., planning concepts) due to theEuropeanUnion and
globalizationinfluence,aswelltowardsdivergence(ornoconvergence)inkeydimensions,namely
at thelevelofsocietalenvironment,oneofthedimensionsintheculturalmodelofplanningthe
authorsappliedinpreviouspublications.

ThisisfollowedinChapter3(PlanningandCultureUnfolded:TheCasesofFlandersandthe
Netherlands),writtenbyJochemdeVries,byadiscussionoftheroleofcultureandinstitutions,
bycomparingplanningandurbanizationpatternsinFlandersandtheNetherlands,arguingthatthe
differencesfoundintheplanningsystemsinthetwocases,ortheprofessionalideas,donotprovide
afullexplanationofthedifferenceinurbandevelopmentfoundinthetwocases,sincepastevents
areimportantfortheexplanationofcurrenturbanphysicalpatterns.

JoostTennekes,ArjanHarbersandEdwinBuitelaarinChapter4(Institutionalarrangementsand
themorphologyofresidentialdevelopmentintheNetherlands,FlandersandNorthRhine-Westphalia)
comparehowinstitutionalarrangementsimpactedonthemorphologyofresidentialdevelopmentin
specificareasofthesethreecountries(TheNetherlands,BelgiumandGermany),whichareareas
withdifferentpatternsofurbandevelopment(compactandlowlevelsofurbansprawl;low-density
developmentandextensiveurbansprawl;moderatedensitiesandmediumlevelsofurbansprawl).By
focusingonthephysicaloutcomesoftheinstitutionalarrangementsthepaperaddstotheliterature
oncomparativeplanningstudiesalessfrequentperspectiveonthisissue.

Inthelastchapter,(Analysingpathdependencetounderstanddivergence:Investigatinghybrid
neo-liberalurbantransformationprocessesinTurkey),TunaTasan-Kokemployspath-dependency
theorytoexplainhowhistoricaleventshaveshapedurbandevelopmentoftheLevent-Maslakaxis
inIstanbul’scentralbusinessdistrict,arguingthatdespitethefactofneo-liberalismbeinginfluent
worldwideitsinfluenceandimpactsaremediatedbylocalcircumstances,thusthelocallyspecific
developmentsfoundinthedifferentregionsoftheworld,ofwhichthecasestudyinthischapteris
agoodillustration.

Insum,oneofthemaincontributionsofthiscollectionofessaysisperhapsthefactthatitshows
whyisitpossibletoexistawidediversityofplanningsystems,policies,practicesandoutcomes,as
illustratedbythesecasestudies,butalsoinotherpartsoftheworldashasbeenrepeatedlyreported
inplanningliterature.Inparttheexplanationfortheexistenceofthisdiversityseemstoresideinthe
motivationsandintheroleofcertainactorswithintheurbanprocessitself.Morethantheformal
normsitseemstobetheconcretepracticeofthedifferentinstitutionsthatreallymatter.Infact,as
Chapter2shows,similarconceptsorprocessescanhaveverydifferentimpactsduetodifferentsocietal
environments.Also,importanttoretainfromtheseessaysisthesuggestionthathistorymattersand
thatcertaineventscanproduceindeedanenduringimpactintheterritorythroughplanningpractices.

Notbeingacompletelynewvisionofplanningcultures,systemsandpractices,sincemostofthese
perspectiveswerealreadypresentinpreviousworksoftheseauthors,thiseditedcollectionofwell
writtenessayswillcertainlybehelpfulforthoseinterestedincomparativeplanningstudies,including
comparativestudiesofurbane-planningpractices,inEuropeandinotherregionsoftheworld.
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