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ABSTRACT

Inthisreview,theauthorplacesthebookDiscipliningterrorunderthecriticallensofscrutiny.In
thiswork,LisaStampnitzkydebatestheconnectionofexpertsandterrorismaswellasshepivotsa
muchdeeperanalysisonpoliticalviolence.Shediscussestheroleofexpertsandpunditsmolding
discursivelytheepistemologicalbordersofterrorism.Herargumenttracesbackhowthesenseof
politicalviolence,whichcharacterizedthecoreofclassicdebateinsocialscientistearlierthan70s
decade,graduallymutated toothernew forms: terrorismwhoseactivitieswere inhandsofnew
actors,terrorists.
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Asnotedinearlierstudies,theinterestsofsociologistsforterrorismmadestrongeraftertheattacks
toWordTradeCenterinSeptember11of2001.Suchaneventrevealednotonlyachangeinthe
targetsand tactics terrorists selected to instill fear in societybut the intersectionbetweenmedia
andterrorism,athemethatwaswidelystudiedinAltheide(2006),Simon(2007),Howie(2012),
Eid(2014)andKorstanje(2016)amongothers.Furthermore,terrorismposedasagreatthreatfor
Occidentcaptivatingtheattentionofspecialistsandscholarshipworldwide.Althoughterrorismserved
asamainobjectofthediscussionofthousandsbooks,PhDthesisandTVprograms,lessisknown
respectingtoexpertswhoarepronetostudyterrorismissues.

Inthisbook,whichisentitledDisciplining Terror,LisaStampintzky(2013)discussestherole
ofexpertsandpunditsmoldingdiscursivelytheepistemologicalbordersofterrorism.Herargument
tracesbackhowthesenseofpoliticalviolence,whichcharacterizedthecoreofclassicdebateinsocial
scientistearlierthan70sdecade,graduallymutatedtoothernewforms:terrorismwhoseactivities
wereinhandsofnewactors,terrorists.

Asthepreviousbackdrop,theintroductorychapterpresentsanall-encompassingviewthathelps
readerstoescapefromthetraditionaldefinitionsandderivedmisconceptionsaboutterrorism.The
inventionofterrorismasdialecticsocialissueinvolvesnotonlyterrorists,butalsoexpertswhotheorize
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ontheimportancefornation-statetoanticipatenextattacks.Thoughnotablyinfluencedbythelegacy
ofMichelFoucault,shecertainlyavoidsanytheoreticaldogmatismtowardsflimsyexplanations.

This book traces the creation of terrorism as a problem, and the corresponding emergence of a new 
set of terrorism experts who aimed to shape this seemingly uncontrollable problem into an object of 
rational knowledge (p 4).

Overyearsnotonlyterrorismtookdifferentconnotationsdependingonthesocioeconomiccontext
andtime,butalsotheconceptseemstobeaccompaniedwiththeideaofan“illegalviolence”,which
evokesanincorrectwaysofpolitics.However,bydefiningterrorismasacausalreactionoffrustrated
orhate-filledpersonsseemstobeaclearmisconception.WhilesomeMarxistscholarsmistakenly
precludethatanalystsarepronetostatusquo,otherliberalwritersunderstandthatterrorismsignalsto
theriseandevolutionofanewtypeofviolencethatwasarticulatedasacounter-responsetopoverty
andgrievancebutasStampnitzkyputsit,neithertheeconomynorthecenter-peripherydependency
sufficestoexplaintheoriginofterrorisminWesterncivilization.Shedescribeshowexpertsrarely
haverealconnectionwithauthorities,whereasinothercases,the“waronterror”threatenstobe
aself-perpetuatingdiscoursetojustifyone-sideddecisionswhichoftenconfrontswiththealready
existentjurisprudence.

Thesecondchaptercentersintheemergenceandcrystallizationofterrorismexpertiseaswell
asresultednetworks,whichwasfoundedbytheattacksattheMunichOlympicSitein1972.Based
onthestudyoftheevolutionofconferencesfromandthefirststepsofprominentauthorativevoices,
Stampnitzkyremindsthatthemarginalpositionsoffirstterrorism-researcherswasadjoinedtothe
fragmentationofproduced-knowledge.Inthisrespect, thefieldevolvednotonlywithpermeable
boundaries,asStampnitzkyadds,butitdelineatedtheobjectofstudyaccordingtomoralconcerns.
With the knowledge production beyond their control, experts developed a dual interpretation of
terrorism,whichdebatedbetweenmoralissuesortherationalscientific-inquiry,agapthattoday
remainsopen.

Inwhatistoourend,oneofthebestchaptersofthebook,thedistinctionbetweeninsurgencyand
terrorismishotlydiscussedinthethirdsection.Earlier1972,theproblemofpoliticalviolencewas
stronglyassociatedtoinsurgency,whichderived(followinganalysts)fromdifferentsocio-economic
frustrationsandcleavages.NolesstruewasthatinEuropemanyofpoliticalexpertsdedicatedto
studycounter-insurgencywereformermembersofmilitaryforces,whileinUSacademiciansoccupied
suchaposition.Itisimportantnottolosethesightthatthoseexperts,whowereoriginallyadvocated
tounderstandtherootsofinsurgency,dangledthepossibilitythatviolencederivesfromgrievance,
orpsychologicalfrustrationsresultedfromunevenwealthdistributions.Thequestionofpovertyin
Thirdworldplayedacrucialroleindelineatingthebordersofpoliticaldiscourserespectingtothe
preventivepoliciesstateshouldadoptwith“guerrilla”.However,from70sdecadeon,theposition
wasradicallyalteredtowardsamuchcomplexsituation,whereterroristswereframedas“evil-doers”,
insane,ormentallyill.Thishappensbecauseoftwomainreasons.First,themultiplicationofattacks
againstdefenselesspeople,butsecondlyandmostimportant,Americanswitnessedhowtheriseof
anewsentimentofhostilityfedaradicaldiscourseagainstthem.Toputthisinbluntly,theUnited
Statesanditscitizenssituatedasmaintargetsofinternationalterrorismworldwide.

Inchapterfourththeauthordissectshowthetechniquesofresearchusedbyexpertsattempted
todiscipline terrorism, constructing a “knowableobject” for lay-people.Under three “modesof
analysis”,whicharelegalrationality/diplomacy,riskmanagement/calculabilityandcrisismanagement/
routinization,terrorismcementedanewlogicforinnovativeformsofgovernancefrom80sdecade.
ThefifthandsixthchapterscenteronwhatStampnitzkynames“thepoliticizationofexpertise”,
whichconsistsinblamingotherstosupportterroristcells.InthemiddleofColdWar,somevoices
heldthethesisterrorismwasorganizedintheheartofSovietUnion.Originallyaimedatdisciplining
conflicttogainfurtherlegitimacyinternallybutsupportingthedoctrineofnationalsecuritywithinthe
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sphereofinternationallaw,governmentconductedthefirstwar on terrortoformanewconceptual
framework,whereintheirirrationalityterroristsaresituatedasthemeanthreatofWest.Inthechapter
7,Stampnitzkyarguesthatthereactionsto9/11stemfromthethreepreviousdecades,sheexamined
inearliersections,theriseandcrystallizationofpreemptionupsurged.Equallyimportant,thewestern
senseofrationalityshouldbeappliedoverthosewhonotonlyareirrational,butenvisagingterrorism
asapotentialrisks,whichcanbedulypreventedbytheadoptionofprecautoryprinciple.Lastly,the
eightchapterwhichisentitledthepoliticsofanti-knowledgerevealstwoimportantconnotations.
Ononehand,thereisaconvergencebetweenlay-peopleaglobalexpert-networkthatemphasizes
onhowterrorismoperatesunderthelogicofhate,againstUS,becausethiscountryrepresentsall
theculturalvaluesasdemocracy,stabilityandprosperity,whichwerenegatedinunderdeveloped
nations.Onanother,shebrilliantlystipulateshowthedemonizationofMuslimterrorism,inapost
9/11context,coincideswiththedesiredconsolidationofdiscipline.Thisopensthedoorsforanew
problemthatremainsunresolveduptodate.Themyopiaofterroristanalystsmayverywellleadto
radicalizedviewpointsorbiaseddiagnosisoftheproblem.However,shealerts,knowledgeproduction
isfarfrombeingmonopolizedbyarigidacademicoligarchy,ratheritissubjecttoconstantchange.

Afterfurtherreview,Idoconsiderthisbookasoneofthebestandpungentargumentwhich
escapesfromsimplisticcausalexplanationsormediamisconceptionsasawholeportionofliterature
falls.Truthfully,itrepresentsafirststepinordertodecipherthecomplexintersectionoftheexperts
and theirnetworkswith theconstructed fields.ThequestionwhetherWesterncivilization rested
onthedichotomybetweenrationalizationanditsdiscontents,apointwidelydiscussedthroughout
Disciplining Terror.Henceitexhibitsasahelpfulbookforpoliticians,socialscientistsandpolicy
makersinterestedinunderstandingterrorismasaculturalphenomenon.
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