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ThebookGeomedia - Networked Cities and the Future of Public Space -dealswithwhatScott

McQuirerightlyconsiderstobeoneofthekeyfeaturesthatdistinguishesourcontemporaryurban
experience-theextensionofnetworkeddigitalmediaallthroughurbanspace.Theauthorstartsby
highlightingthechangescitiesandcitylifehaveexperiencedinthelastdecades,changesthathave
impactedinthecitylifebutalsointhewayitis,orshouldbe,governedandplanned.Thischange
ortransformationofmediaintogeomedia,anamefortheheterogeneousgroupoftechnologiesthat
makeupthecontemporarymediascape,isrecreatingthecityasamediaspace,contributingalsofor
thegradualshiftfromconventionalurbanplanningintothenewmodeofurbane-planning.Withthe
expansionofnetworkeddigitalmedia,ubiquitymadedigitalmediaanimportantpartofcityroutines.
Itcarrieswithitanimportanttransformationofsocialpractices,ascontentsandconnectionstend
nowtobeavailableanywhereandanytime.Inaddition,location-awaredevicescreatednewsocial
practicesandcommerciallogicsthattendtoimpacttheurbanspace,whichtogetherwillcontinueto
challengeconventionalmodelsofurbanplanningandthewaywegoverncities.

The book has five chapters, besides the Introduction, each addressing, through a specific
issue,differentfacetsoftheshiftfrommediatogeomedia.Thebookhasanextensivesectionof
endnotesandalongandupdatedlistofbibliographicalreferencesthatwillcertainlyprovehelpful
forall those interested in the impactofgeomedia in thepracticeofurbane-planning.Chapter1
(‘TransformingMediaandPublicSpace’,pp.17-64)describesthesechangesresponsiblefortherise
ofthecontemporarynetworkedpublicspace,discussinghowtherighttoanetworkedcitymight
beaddressedandhowformalurbanplanningcanovercomeitsapparentinabilitytodealwiththese
newcharacteristicsofourcontemporarycities.Thesecondchapter(‘GooglingtheCity’,pp.65-90)
exploresanddiscussestheconsequencesofproprietaryurbandataplatforms(Googlestreetview),
inaperiodwhenimagingisincreasinglycentralformappingandforthedigitaleconomy.Andas
ScottMcQuireshows,whilethereisaneedtodiscussissuesofcontroloverdataandproprietary
platformsit isalsoimperativetobemorethanjustreactiveandtostartimaginingandexploring
different agendas for urban communication infrastructure,whichwill alsohave to considernew
modesofurban(e-)planning.

Thefollowingchapter(‘ParticipatoryPublicSpace’,pp.91-122)showshowStreetViewoffers
insightsonhownetworkedpublicspacemightbeconfiguredbycommercialplatforms,although,as
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theauthorargues,thisisnottheonlypossibleorientationofgeomedia.Basedonthisperspective,
thechapterexploreshowpeoplecanstarttoreversethis,discussingthenotionofparticipationand
thenewmodelsofpublicencounterinthisnewtechnologicalcontext.Throughmultipleexamples,
itisshownhowgeomediahasthepotentialtocreatemoreopenurbanarenas,whattheauthorcalls
participatorypublicspace,capableofsupportingexperimentalformsofbeingwithothersinpublic.
Thefourthchapter(‘UrbanScreensandUrbanMediaEvents’,pp.123-156)exploressocialencounter
incontemporarypublicspace,basedinthefieldworkconductedbytheauthorintotheuseoflarge
videoscreenssituatedinpublicspace.Hisfindingssuggesttheneedtorethinktherelationbetween
publicsphereandpublicspace,aprocessthatcouldleadtothedevelopmentofnewmodelsofcitizen-
engagementandcommunication.AndifsomeoftheconditionssetbyAristotelesarenolongerpossible
inthecurrentmulticulturalmegacities,astheauthorarguesinthelastchapter(‘RecomposingPublic
Space’,pp.157-168),someotherscontinuetobevalidandcallfornewdiscussions,forwhichthis
bookiscertainlyausefulcontribution.

Insum,thebookmainconcernisclearlytheexplorationofthenewconditionsfacingurban
publicspace,seenasacontactzone,aplaceinwhichthenewdigitalmeansavailablearereinventing
therelationsbetweencitizensinthecityandbeyonditsphysicallimits.ForScottMcquire,abetter
publicculture,abletofacilitateinteractionsbetweenstrangersinourincreasinglymulticulturalcities,
dependsonourcapacitytoimagineandexplorenewexperiencesofbeingwithothersinpublic,
takingadvantageofthenewmediatechnologiesavailable,aprocessinwhichurbane-planningcan
certainlyplayanimportantrole.Theseinnovativeinsightsofferedbytheauthorwillbevaluablefor
readersoftheIJEPRandforallthoseworkinginthefieldofurbane-planning.
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