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Afghanistan - A New History (2nd Edition)

Reviewed by Patricia Ordóñez de Pablos, The University of Oviedo, Oviedo, Spain

Afghanistan,aland-lockedcountrywithbeautifullandscapes(suchasthegreenvalley
ofPanjshir,ancestralhomeofCommanderAhmadShahMassoud)andrichmineral
sources(aquamarines,emeralds,lapislazuli,etc.),havewitnessedtragiceventsinthe
lastdecades.

The book provides a review of key topics on Afghanistan from a historical
perspective,addressingkey issues tounderstand thecomplexitiesofcontemporary
Afghanistan.

The book is structured into 22 chapters that examine from early history of
Afghanistan,thefirstandsecondAnglo-AfghanWars,KingAmanullah(1892-1960)
and the drive for modernization, King Mohammed Zahir Shah (1914-2007) and
constitutionalism, to theSoviet invasionandoccupation,and the laterwithdrawal,
theroleofCommanderAhmadShahMassoud(1953-2001)(TheLionofPanjshir)
andhisNorthernAlliancegroup,inthefightagainsttheSoviets,thecivilwar,the
arrivaloftheTaliban,theirregimeandfall.Thebookincludesadiscussionofdrugs
andoilinthisgeostrategicregiontoo.

Duetotheyearofpublicationofthefirstandsecondedition(2001,2002)and
reprintin2015,thebookdoesnotanalyzetheperiodofHamidKarzaiaspresident
ofAfghanistan(2004-2014),Afghanpresidentialelectionsin2014andthecurrent
governmentofpresidentAshrafGhani.

The book written by Martin Ewans, former Head of the British Chancery in
Kabul,willprovideinterestinginformationandinsightsforacademics,researchers,
studentsandgeneralreadersinterestedinhistory,politicsandsocietyofAfghanistan
andCentralAsia.
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