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Planningscholarsarefamiliarwiththefrequentlyrepeatedideathatweliveinatimewhenneo-liberal
perspectivesappeartohavewonovertheargumentsofthosethatsupportplanning.Whatneo-liberal
criticsofplanningknowmuchlessaboutisperhapstherisksthisretreatfromplanningmaycause
tosustainabledevelopment.BarryGoodchild’book“Markets,Politicsand theEnvironment:An
IntroductiontoPlanningTheory”isanopportuneandrelevantcontributiontotheongoingdebate
on themultipleandoftencontradictorymeaningsofplanningandon thecritical roleurbanand
regionalplanningshouldplayinthesustainabledevelopmentprocess.Thiscarefullyconstructed
bookisorganizedinto4partsand10chaptersandoffersanupdatedandwell-informedintroductory
accountofplanningtheory.Thebookhasmanystrengthsbutperhapsthebook’sgreatestcontribution
isthewaytheauthorpresentsthedifferentplanningtheoriesandthewayplanningtheoryisrelated
toplanningmethodsandplanningpractice.

Inthefirstpart(Introduction,pp.3-38)BarryGoodchildbreaksthetraditionalboundaries
betweendisciplinesandgivesabroadoverviewoftheorymaking,itsdifferentforms,andofhow
theoryrelatestomethodologyandpractice.Itquestionstherelationandthegapbetweentheoryand
practiceandoffersasaresultofthatamuchclearviewofthecomplexitiesthatmakeuptheplanning
field.Followingthispersuasiveintroductoryframework,thenextsection(PartII-‘Definitions,Styles
andForms’,pp.39-123)exploresinitsthreechaptersthedifferentvarietiesofplanningpracticeandits
differentmeanings.Inthefirst(‘PlanningandUrbanSpaces’)BarryGoodchilddiscussestheideaof
planningasaprocessofplanpreparation,whichincludesamongotherdimensionstherepresentations
ofspace,andexaminesaseriesofdifferentdistinctions(descriptionsofdifferentspatialpatterns;the
differencebetweenrulesandmodels;thedifferentwaysoforganizingtheinformation;thedifferences
betweenuseandexchangevalue;planningasdrawingandmapping;mixingdesignandactioninspace;
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themultipledistinctionsofblueprintplanning,amongotheraspects),highlightingthecomplexities
and themultipledimensionsofplanning.The thirdchapter (‘Political andEconomicPlanning’)
offersanoverviewofthecollectivecharacterofplanningactionsovertime,exploringtheneedand
justificationofplanninginmodernsocietycontrastingitwiththeneo-liberaljustificationsthattend
tolimitthescopeofplanningtospecificconceptssuchasexternalityeffectsandtransactioncosts.
Thispartendswithchapter4(‘StylesandFormsofPlanning’)inwhichBarryGoodchilddiscusses
thedifferentsubdivisionsoftheidealtypesofplanningcontrastingallocativeplanninganditsmain
varietieswithinnovativeandradicalplanning.

Themethodologyofplanningisexaminedanddiscussedinthefollowingthreechapters(PartIII
-Applying‘Reason’toPolitics,pp.125-196).BarryGoodchildexaminesinchapter5(‘Rationalism
andPragmatism’)themaintheoriesofdecision-makinginplanningandshowsthatwhilerationalism
isaframeworkbuiltaroundthemeans/endsidea,pragmatismonthecontraryassumesthataimscan
begenerateastheplanningprocessproceedsanddevelops.Thechapterincludesalsoavaluable
discussionofrationalistlogics(functionalrationality;substantialrationalityandcriticalrationalism)
andpragmaticlogics(abductionandretroductionandtheaffinitybetweenplanningandpragmatism)
highlightingagainthecomplexityoftheplanningendeavour.Inthenextchapter(‘Evaluationand
Translation’)theauthordiscussesthedifferentmethods,techniquesorapproachesthatareusedin
evaluationandtranslationandhowtheycancontributeforademocraticdebateabout thefuture,
oneofthejustificationforplanning,asBarryGoodchildargues.Again,alsointhisrespectthebook
offersaninterestingdiscussionofdifferentmethods,whichwillcertainlybeusefulforstudentsand
practitionersintheplanningfield.InthelastchapterofthisPart-(chapter7-‘Difference,Diversity
andDissent’)-BarryGoodchildexploresissuesofpoliticallegitimacyandthevarioustheoriesof
howtodealwithconflictinplanning,andofhowtocombinetechnicalrationalityanddemocracy,a
discussionstructuredaroundthenotionofpostmodernism.

InPartIV(EnvironmentalRisks,UrbanTransitions,pp.197-279),withthreechapters,Barry
Goodchilddealsagainwiththedifferenttypesofplanning.Inchapter8(‘ManagingRisksandBads’)
andinchapter9(‘Transitionmanagement’)discussesthedistinctionbetweenallocativeplanning
versus innovative and radical planning arguing that thevarious formsof transition management
aretheenvironmentalequivalentofinnovativeandradicalplanning.Inthefirstofthesechapters
BarryGoodchilddiscussesdifferenttheoriesofriskmanagementfollowingtherisksocietytheory
arguments,focusedonthenotionsofriskandresilience,dealinginthefollowingchapterwiththe
notion of transition management and the multiplicity of different pathways and mechanisms of
innovationandchange,arguingaccuratelythattransitionismorethanjustriskmanagement,asit
meansashifttowardsmoresustainablesystemsofproductionandconsumption.Inthelastchapter
(‘SustainableUrbanism’)BarryGoodchilddealswiththephysicalandspatialtechniquesneededfor
thedevelopmentofa‘greenstate’onethatconsiderstheenvironmentatleastasimportantasfinance
ortheeconomyastheauthorargues,reconsideringthetraditionaldistinctionbetweenmodelsand
rules(compactcityanditsalternative;eco-citiesandeco-rating;urbanupgradingandretrofitting).

Inshort,asreferredabove,thebookispublishedinaperiodwhenneoliberalperspectivesseem
tohavewonoverplanningarguments,reducingplanningtoaminimumlevel.However,ironically,
astheauthorunderlines,andIconcurwithhim,thisisalsoatimewhenthereseemstobeareturnto
theplanningideals,toplanningastheguidethatourcontemporarysocietiesneedinordertomove
consistentlytowardsasustainablefuture(s).Thisapparentparadoxisbyitselfagoodjustification
tore-examineonceagaintheolddebatesonplanningtheory,questioninganddiscussinginthelight
ofrecentdevelopmentsitsbasicassumptions,methodsandpractices.Importantiscertainlytokeep
questioningthosetheoriesfrequentlypresentedasinnovativeorradical,assessinghowfartheycan
indeedchangethepracticesandtowhatextentwilltheymeetcarbonreductionandothersimilar
targets.Allthismakesthisbookausefulscholarlywork,arequiredreadingreferenceforplanning
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theorycourses,andawell-informedcontributiontothemuch-neededdebateonthenatureandroleof
planningtheory,whichmaybeusefultohelpchallengeneo-liberalwaysofthinkingtheurbanscene.
Forthesereasons,thisnoteworthycontributiontothestudyofplanningtheoryshouldbecommended
notonlytoacademicsbutalsotoallthoseindividualslookingfordeeperinsightsintothenotionof
planningandonthetheoryofurbanandregionalplanning.


