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INtRodUCtIoN

AFRICAGIS is the premier conference and 
exhibition event focusing on geo-information 
technologies and applications in Africa. Since 
its launch in Tunis, 1993, the biennial con-
ference has grown to become a platform for 
geo-information professionals, vendors and 
practitioners from Africa to interact through 
learning-based exchanges about developments 
on geo-information technology and its applica-
tions. The conference has consistently provided 
a forum for geo-information professionals to 
meet, interact, and be updated on new devel-
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opments, products and emerging trends and 
issues, but also to engage with the wider array of 
stakeholders in geospatial technology applica-
tions. The conference provided a unique oppor-
tunity for sharing information and knowledge, 
fostering networks and building trust between 
professionals, practitioners and policy makers 
in the development of geospatial technologies to 
meet African development needs. AFRICAGIS 
2009 indeed was a platform that augmented 
dialogue among policymakers, international 
agencies, researchers on the continent, and the 
private sector. This report is a summary of the 
proceedings of AfricaGIS 2009 conference held 
in Kampala highlighting key issues discussed 
as well as strategies for augmenting the utiliza-
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tion of geospatial technologies for sustainable 
development in Africa.

AfricaGIS 2009 conference goes down 
in history as a remarkable edition of the bien-
nial international conference held at the Com-
monwealth Speke Resort in Kampala, Uganda 
October 26th – 29th 2009. The conference which 
focused on the broad theme of “Geospatial 
Information and Sustainable development in 
Africa: facing Challenges of Global Change” 
saw an impressive involvement of Uganda Gov-
ernment, Ugandan institutions, international 
private organizations and diplomatic missions. 
The conference was opened by the Minister 
for ICT Hon. Aggrey Awori representing the 
President of Uganda General Y. K. Museveni 
in the presence of the Minister of Water and 
Environment Hon. Maria Mutagamba as well 
as the State Minister of Environment Hon. 
Jessica Eriyo. At the opening plenary, an inter-
active atlas on “Our Changing Environment” 
that features on Google Earth and produced 
by United Nations Environment Program and 
National Environment Management Authority 
Uganda (NEMA) was launched. The conference 
attracted a total of 481 delegates from five con-
tinents and 40 exhibitors from Africa, Europe, 
America, Middle East and Asia, organized along 
four major sub-themes that captured the topi-
cal sustainable development issues in Africa. 
Plenary, parallel sessions, side events and pre-
conference activities produced very intuitive 
and inspirational discussions demonstrating the 
value of geospatial information and sustainable 
development in Africa. A total of 126 papers 
and 48 poster presentations were given at the 
conference providing evidence of the value 
addition of geoinformation to Africa’s sus-
tainable development. The keynote addresses 
highlighted provoking ideas reminding Africa 
about the potential existing with the GI human 
resource and infrastructure and that it is time 
to build on capacity, generate knowledge and 
accelerate knowledge-based development on 
the continent.

The conference was supported by the gov-
ernment of Uganda, Makerere University and 
several international GeoInformation companies 

and bilateral governments including US Depart-
ment of State, ESRI, Google Earth, Trimble and 
UN-Habitat among others. Kicking off with three 
pre-conference workshops on GeoInformation 
for e-Governance, the GEOSS/Geonetcast and 
Google Earth workshops, young scholars were 
refreshed with new advances in utilization of 
geoinformation for improved governance be-
ing a key factor in sustainable development. A 
series of special sessions were held throughout 
the week notably Global Dialogue on Emerging 
Science and Technology, ESRI, Google Earth, 
WhereKampala, IALE, ISPRS, CIESIN and 
UNOOSA workshops. These workshops spiced 
up the conference and provided opportunities for 
networking, collaboration and transfer of skills 
and knowledge among the delegates.

ISSUES tHAt EMERGEd

The four subthemes around which papers and 
posters were presented include:

• Geospatial information for climate change, 
vulnerability and disaster risk reduction

• Spatial Data Infrastructure in Africa; en-
hancing science-policy interface

• Geospatial information Science for com-
munication and Education

• Geospatial information for integrated envi-
ronment and natural resources management 
for Africa’s development

In addition a couple of cross-cutting issues 
of poverty, rural development, urbanization, 
gender, health, land question, displacement 
and refugees, water and energy broadened the 
papers and discussions. A summary of issues 
that emerged from the discussions are as below:

There was a call for Geospatial informa-
tion meetings on the continent to engage the 
policy makers. Interaction with diverse actors 
in sustainable development is important to allow 
cross-fertilization of information and uptake 
into the decision making domain.

African scientists in geospatial technolo-
gies should conduct research and assessment 
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to provide the necessary information to leaders 
in support of regional and global negotiations. 
This should enable increased participation in 
global issues by Africa. One of the most im-
mediate global engagement discussed was the 
COP 15 Climate Change Congress in which 
Africa was envisaged to play a significant role 
in the negotiations. Global earth Observation 
System of Systems (GEOSS) and Global Earth 
Observation (GEO) systems are playing a key 
role in establishing platforms for monitoring 
environment and through which space technolo-
gies are making data accessible.

USGS ecosystem data was distributed for 
use in research. These maps are valuable in 
areas of food production systems, agriculture, 
conservation, land use planning.

Build the geographic information infra-
structure and knowledge to address the chal-
lenges but also take the information to society 
through the emerging wireless technologies.

Several application papers demonstrated 
the many successes in applying geospatial in-
formation for sustainable development. Papers 
show cased tourism planning, natural resource 
conservation, health, urban management, 
sustainable mineral management, knowledge 
management under SDI, climate change analysis 
and vulnerability assessments.

RoAdMAP FoR SUStAINAbLE 
dEVELoPMENt IN AFRICA

At the climax of the conference, delegates 
recognized the critical importance of Geo-
information in addressing these challenges and 
the role of geospatial information in galvanizing 
the sustainable development of Africa. A couple 
of resolutions were formulated recognizing the 
successes in utilizing geospatial information as 
well as areas in which these can be augmented to 
fast track sustainable development. A synthesis 
of the resolutions are as follows:

• Accelerating Africa SDI initiative through 
support to country-specific SDI’s to con-
tribute towards reduction of societal costs 

of not managing and disseminating spatial 
data-information

• To communicate effectively with policy 
makers on Geospatial information as key to 
understanding and supporting governance 
in Africa to address the social, economic, 
environmental challenges on the continent 
critical to enhance engagement of actors 
in decision making, stimulating innovation 
and good governance

• To build partnerships embedding multi-
stakeholder strategies to making geography 
accessible to people, partnering with Open 
Source organizations, private sector and 
international agencies. This is to leverage 
the interactive, enjoyable but high valuable 
geographical information already existing 
to communities around the continent

• Accelerating information dissemination 
in simple language understandable by the 
larger community and utilizing the wide 
array of information technologies

• To increase Africa’s visibility and par-
ticipation in GEO and GEOSS in order to 
accelerate the generation of fundamental 
datasets critical in use for sustainable de-
velopment, realization of the MDG’s and 
Climate change adaptation. The delegates 
endorsed the on-going initiatives such as 
GROADS, Ecosystem Mapping AFREF, 
MAFA and the downscaling of climate 
change models

• Appreciate and pursue the acquisition of 
high resolution commercial satellite imag-
ery leveraging initiatives such as GDEST 
to support the generation of fundamental 
datasets, generate knowledge for sustain-
able development and good governance

• Initiate the development of a common 
position on integration of SDI for Africa 
for future international negotiations par-
ticularly climate change negotiations under 
the AU-EU Lisbon partnership of 2007. 
This would support initiatives and projects 
to address Climate change adaptation and 
mitigation recognizing the climate change 
requires global response
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• To continue strengthen partnership mecha-
nisms for capacity building with interna-
tional institutions and agencies. Recog-
nizing that capacity building is a process 
involving training, resourcing, equipping 

and building functional knowledge bases. 
And that this will enhance the process of 
Spatial data generation, integration, re-
integration, deriving information products 
for dissemination
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