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Conference Report

Thedevelopmentandwidespreaduseofnewdigital technologiesopenedupnewconditionsand
possibilities in the fieldofUrbanandRegionalPlanningandconfronted itwithnewchallenges
andopportunities.Inordertoexploreanddiscussthesechangesinthefieldofurbanplanningand
thechallengesandopportunitieswithwhichitisincreasinglyconfronted,theInternationalJournal
ofE-PlanningResearch(IJEPR)established,intheframeworkoftheUrbane-PlanningResearch
Network(UEP-NET),theregularorganizationofanannualinternationalconference,withtheaim
toprovideaforumforthecriticaldiscussionofnewperspectives,approaches,methods,anddigital
toolsinthefieldofUrbane-Planning.FollowingthesuccessfulfirstConferencein2016(https://
sites.google.com/site/ijepr2016conference/home), the 2nd IJEPR Annual Conference on ‘Urban
e-Planning’washeldintheInstituteofGeographyandSpatialPlanning,intheRectoratebuilding
oftheUniversityofLisbon,on20-21April2017(https://sites.google.com/site/uep2017conference/
home).ConvenedbyCarlosNunesSilva,Editor-in-chiefoftheInternationalJournalofE-Planning
Research,thissecondconferenceconfirmedtherelevanceandusefulnessofanannualinternational
meetingonthisemergingandrapidlychangingresearchfield.

Thetwo-dayconferencewasorganizedin14sessionsandaddressedfourmainresearchthemes:
Theme1-GovernanceandPlanningofSmartCities;Theme2-Citizene-ParticipationandCommunity
engagement;Theme3-Theinter-relatednessofrealandvirtualinUrbane-Planning;andTheme
4-CollaborativeUrbane-Planning.ItincludedalsoaNetworkingsessionattheendofthefirstday.
Theconferenceattractedmorepapersthanin2016,withsixty-threepaperseffectivelypresented,
involving144authorsfrom21countries,outofaround100papersabstractssubmitted,whichhave
beenpeer-reviewedbyaninternationalscientificcommitteeof18scholars,allofthemmembersof
theIJEPREditorialReviewBoard.Thelargemajorityofthepaperspresentedfocusedaspecificcase
orareainEurope,althoughanumberofotherpapersdealtalsowithcasesinothercountriesoutside
Europe,namelyinCanada,USA,Mexico,Brazil,Chad,andIsrael.Theme1ontheGovernance
andPlanningofSmartCitieswasdominantinthe2017conferencewithalmost60%ofthepapers
dealingwithissuesrelatedtosmartcitiesplanningandgovernance,anexpressionoftheimportance
ofsmartcitiesrelatedissues.Thesecondlargestgroupofpaperspresenteddealtwiththemes2and
4,focusedaroundissuesofcitizenparticipation.
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Theopeningplenarysession,withtwopapers,dealtwithissuesofcitizenengagementinlocal
policies.ThefirstpaperexploredthechallengesandopportunitiesofaGeowebplatformwithinthe
academy,andtheseconddiscussedtheneedtoupgradepublicparticipation.Inthisplenarysession
asinthefollowing13panelsthatmadeupthefullconferenceprogram,thedebatewasinitiatedby
threediscussants,followedthenbyanenlargeddiscussionwithotherparticipantsintheconference
room,whichallowedasystematicandfruitfulquestioningoftheresearchfindingspresentedandof
theargumentsputforwardbytheauthor(s)ofeachpaper.

Consideringthediversityofresearchthemesandissuesincludedandexploredintheconference
program,thequalityofthepaperspresented,andthevalueofthediscussionsheldineachpanel,led
bytherespectivechairanddiscussants,wehavetoconcludethatthesecondannualconferenceofthe
InternationalJournalofE-PlanningResearchfullymetitsmaingoals.The63papersexplored,from
numerouspointsofview,thethemesproposedfortheconference,challengingestablishedideasabout
theroleofthenewinformationandcommunicationtechnologiesinurbanplanning,byexploringnew
approaches,methodsanddigitaltools.Ifinsomeofthesepapersthereisaclearendorsementofthe
advantagesofthenewdigitaltechnologiesforabetterurbanplanningandforbuildingsmartcities,
ashavebeenarguedinmostpaperspresentedinthefirstconferencein2016,forotherauthorsinthis
secondannualconference,asinthe2016conferencetoo,theseshiftsareseenfromamorecritical
perspective,oneinwhichtechnologyisperceivedasatoolandnotasanendinitself.Forthisreason,
thesecondannualIJEPRConferenceseemstocorroboratethemainconclusionsreachedin2016.In
otherwords,citizenengagementinurbane-planningandinthegovernanceofsmartcitiesrequires
face-to-facecontactsaswellasnewtechinterfaces,sincenoneoftheseinterfacesseemstoprovide
alltheconditionsforapropercommunityengagementinurbanplanningdecision-makingprocesses.

Insum,consideringthepositiveresultofthefirsttwoconferences,heldin2016and2017,the
IJEPRwillcontinueengaged,inthecontextoftheUrbane-PlanningResearchNetwork(UEP-NET),
in theorganizationof thisseriesofannual internationalconferencesonUrbane-Planning in the
followingyears.Aselectionofthepaperspresentedinthe2017Conferencehavebeensubmitted
forpublicationintheInternationalJournalofE-PlanningResearchandareexpectedtobeincluded
intheIJEPR2018volume.Additionalinformationonthesecondconferenceheldin2017,itsfull
program, abstracts, oral presentations, and a photo gallery, among other aspects, is available in
the conferencewebsite.Awordof appreciationandgratitude isdue to all those engaged in the
organizationofthesecondIJEPRConferencein2017attheUniversityofLisbon:the144authorsof
thepaperspresented;the18membersoftheconferencescientificcommittee;the14panel/session
chairsandthe40discussantsinthe13panelsandplenarysession;theadministrativestaffinthe
hostinginstitution,theInstituteofGeographyandSpatialPlanning–UniversityofLisbon;andthe
groupof13studentswhoactedasvolunteersinthesupportingactivitiesduringthetwodaysofthe
conference.ThethirdInternationalConferenceonUrbane-PlanningwillbeheldattheInstituteof
GeographyandSpatialPlanning,UniversityofLisbon,Portugal,on3-4April2018(https://sites.
google.com/site/uep2018conference/).Itsprogramincludessomeofthethemesdiscussedinthefirst
andsecondconferencesandnewissuesaswell:Theme1:SmartCities:GovernanceandPlanning;
Theme2:Citizense-Participation&CollaborativePlanning;Theme3:TherealandvirtualinUrban
e-Planning;Theme4:Theory,EthicsandMethodsinUrbane-Planning.
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