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September11of2001andthebloodyattacksperpetratedagainstPentagonandWorldTradeCenter
changednotonlytherulesofinternationalrelationsbutthewaysnon-western“Others”weredepicted.
David Altheide (2017) eloquently observes that the aftermath of 9/11 still affects the existent
legislation,especially inmigratorymatterspaving thewayfor theriseof radicalizeddiscourses.
DonaldTrumpreachedtheUSpresidencyafterpromisingtobuildawalltostopillegalmigration
comingfromMexico.Thisraisesamorethanapertinentquestion:isdemocracyatrisk?

Inhisbook,whichisentitledCounter-Terrorism and the Prospects of Human Rights,Professor
IpekDemirsuarguesthatcontemporarysocietyisbasedontheconfrontationbetweentwodifferent
needs:securityanddemocracy.Whiletheformergraduallyescalatesintoapopularclimatewhere
citizensoftenaskforfurthercontrolsovermigrantsandsurveillancetechnologyatborderlands,the
latterreferstotheconstitutionallibertiesthegovernmentshouldensureasthepreconditiontowardsa
peacefulcoexistence.TheEnglish-speakingcountriesunilaterallyimposedaprocessofsecuritization
which is adopted inmanyunderdevelopednations.Here aparadoxical situation surfaces. In the
GlobalSouth,academics,activistsandofficialsvoicearadicalcriticismoftheinhumanetreatment
ofinmatessuspectedofterrorisminGuantanamoBayaswellasothersinUSsupermaxprisons;but
atthesametime,thesamedraconiantacticsoftorturedesignedandpracticedbytheUSandtheUK
areadoptedbytheirgovernments.Demirsuarguesthishappensbecausethefearterrorismcreates
aclimateofpoliticalinstabilityintheGlobalSouththatmayaffectthecredibilityofofficialdom.
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Oneofthechiefgoalsofnation-stateaimsatprotectingcitizensthroughdeploymentofrepressive
meanswhicharelegallylegitimated.Sinceterrorism,whichappealstoanillegalviolence,hides
inthepopulation,somestatesusetorturetogathervitalinformationtopreventthenextblow.The
pointofentryofthisdiscussionseemstobethattheadvanceofterrorismaswellastherepressive
counter-terrorismpoliciesleadssoonerorlatertothreatenbasicrightsanddemocracy.Oneofthe
mosttroublingaspectsthatprecedeviolenceseemstobethestateofexception,inwhichcase,the
governmentisgivenwidepowerstocopewithatemporary,majorthreat.Ifthestateofexceptionis
notregulated,theexecutivebranchrunstheriskofinterveninginindependentbranchesofgovernment,
thelegislativeandjudicial,andthusharmingtheessenceofthecheckandbalancepowers.

MostlikelythereisnobetterexampleofhowastatecanthreatenindividualrightsthanNazi
Germany.ThestateofexceptiongiventoNaziswhichresulted into theconceptofSupermanas
wellasthedecisionofotherEuropeanstatesnottointerveneearlyintheirinternalpoliticsallowed
thehorrendouscrimesagainstciviliansandotherethnicminorities.Withoutthedeclarationofwar,
Demirsuadds,humanrightsoratthebestthewell-beingofcitizensismonopolizedbythestate.At
acloserlook,thissuggeststhatthediscourseofhumanrightscollidesdirectlywiththedoctrineof
thestate´ssovereignty.Differencesaside,somevoicesclaimedtherisksofcounter-terrorismpolicies
tothreatentheindividualhumanrightsofsomeminorities,whiletheprocessofsecuritizationnot
onlyjustifiessuchviolations,butalsointroducesamuchdeeperlogicofinstrumentalitywherethe
endjustifiesthemeans.ItseemsthatinmodernWesterndemocracies,thenormsandruleslagged
behindtheneedsoffurthersecurity.ThisisexactlywhathappenedtheUnitedKingdomandTurkey,
twonotably-differentnationsthatsharesimilarexperiencesregardingterrorism.Thepresentbook
isdividedintwosections,whichisformedbyacoupleofchaptersineach.Thefirstpartreviewsthe
historicalconditionsofhumanrightsaswellasthephilosophicaldiscussionrevolvingaroundthe
needsofinterventioninotherstatesostensiblytosavelives,thecoordinationofhumanitarianaid,
oreveninpreventinganimminentgenocide.Ifonestatehasaccurateinformationrespectingtothe
formationofterroristcellstowhatextentisapreventiveattackagainstasovereigncountrythebest
alternativetofollow.Demirsu’sargumentthroughthesechaptersleadstothesecondsection,where
DemirsupresentsUKandTurkeyastwosignificantcasestudies.Whiletheformermaybeseenasa
maturatedemocracy,thelattervacillatesbetweenpoliticalinstabilityandsomeattemptstopreserve
democracyasadurableformofgovernment.Basedonthereviewofdocumentsandspeechesat
theparliamentarydebate,hefinds thatTurkeyacceptsandreplicates thesamecounter terrorism
policieswhicharesanctionedintheUK.Thispointsuggestssomeimportantassumptions.Onone
hand,theWaronTerrorhomogenizesthesamecounterterrorismprogramsnomatterthetheformof
government.Somenew-borndemocraciesalliedtotheUKandtheUSmimickingthesamechecks
atborderandcrossing-pointsurveillanceaswellasthetreatmenttoforeigners.Onanother,Turkey
admirestheUKasthecradleofliberaldemocracyandanexampleinthestruggleagainstterrorism.
Notsurprisingly,thecurrentcounter-terrorismpoliciesenthusiasticallyembracedintheThirdWorld
correspondswiththeprogramsfosteredbyCopenhagenSchool.

To cut the long story short, one of the more valuable merits of this research validates the
assumptionsthatdevelopednationsdisseminatedaspecificnarrativearound“terrorism”worldwide
andprobeshow,undersomeconditions,counter-terrorismpolicymayverywellaffectdemocratic
life.Thisreviewertoyswiththebeliefthatinthemiddleofavastgrowingliteratureandstudies
whicharepragmaticallyorientedtosaythe“goodpractices”or“whatoughttobe”,whichmeanshow
statesshouldorganizetheirresourcestomakeasaferworld,Counter-Terrorism and the Prospects of 
Human Rightsexplainstherisksbykeepingonthemarchinthisdirection.Atleastforthisreviewer
thisvaluablebookexhibitsamorethaninterestingefforttodiscusscriticallythefutureofdemocracy
intheyearstocomewhileinterrogatingfurtheronthemanipulationsoftensufferedbydemocracy
inthehandsofpopulism.
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