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Event Reports

The2017annualconferenceoftheIGUCommissiononGeographyofGovernanceexploredchanges,
challengesandopportunitiesconfrontingLocalGovernanceinthecontextofthenewurbanparadigm
associatedwiththeHABITATIIINewUrbanAgenda,a20-yearstrategyforsustainableurbanisation
adoptedinOctober2016inQuito,Ecuador.TheConferencewasheldfromthe19thtothe21stof
October2017,intheUniversityoftheSalentoinLecce,Italy,co-convenedbyAnnaTrono(Department
ofCulturalHeritageoftheUniversityoftheSalentoinLecce,Italy,andmemberoftheIGU-CGoG
SteeringCommittee)andCarlosNunesSilva(InstituteofGeographyandSpatialPlanning,University
ofLisbon,Portugal,andChairoftheIGUCommissionGeographyofGovernance),withthepatronage
oftheUniversityoftheSalento,theMunicipalityofLecceandLecceProvincialAdministration.
Besidestheopeningandclosingsessions,theconferencecomprised14parallelsessionsandaPlenary
session.Theprogramincludedalsoseveralsocialactivities-atourtothecityofLecce,areception
andaconcert-andapost-conferenceexcursion.

Theprogramproposedinitiallyfortheconferencecomprised11themes:(a)Theroleoflocal
governmentinthedefinitionandimplementationofmoreinclusive,transparent,accountable,effective
andtransformationallocalpoliciesforsustainableandresilienturbandevelopment;(b)Sustainable,
people-centred,long-term,andintegratedapproachestourbandevelopment;(c)Newwaystoplan,
finance,govern,andmanagecitiesandothernon-urban/ruralsettlements;(d)Multi-stakeholder,
multi-level institutional cooperation among all tiers of government. National urban policies and
thechangingroleofsub-nationalgovernment inurbandevelopment; (e)Therolesofcities/city-
regionswithintransnational/nationalplanningandgovernanceschemes;(f)Policytransferacross
localandcity-regionalentities;(g)Globalurbanpolicyprinciplesandlocalgovernancepractices:
correspondenceanddisjuncture;(h)Alternativevisionsandalternativemodelsforlocalgovernance;
(i)Climatechangeandthechallengesforlocalgovernance;(j)Thegovernanceofsmart,greenand
integratedurbantransport;(l)Indicatorsforthegovernanceoflocalsustainabledevelopment.Although

International Conference ‘Local 
Governance in the New Urban Agenda’, IGU 
Commission Geography of Governance, 
Lecce, Italy, October 19-21 2017
Carlos Nunes Silva, University of Lisbon, Lisbon, Portugal

Anna Trono, University of Salento, Lecce, Italy



International Journal of E-Planning Research
Volume 7 • Issue 4 • October-December 2018

79

notallthesethemeshavebeendiscussed,thenearly80researchersfrom33countries,workinginthe
fieldsofLocalandRegionalStudies,Geography,Economics,PoliticalScience,Architecture,Planning,
PublicAdministration,History,SocialSciences,ArtsandHumanitiesexploredanddiscussedduring
thetwodaysoftheconference,in15sessions,thechanges,challengesandopportunitiesconfronting
LocalGovernanceinawiderangeoflocalpolicyareasandinmultiplegeographicalscales,andfrom
varioustheoreticalperspectives,reflectingthewiderangeofmethodologicalapproachesemployed
inthemultidisciplinaryfieldoflocalgovernance.

ThePlenarysessionincludedanintroductiontotheCommissionandtotheConference,bythe
twoco-conveners,followedbytwopapers,byIlonaPálnéKovácsontheChanging Paradigm of 
Local Governance in Hungary,andbyOlgaGlezeronProspects for Former Mining Settlements in 
Different Climate Conditions: Case Studies of the Russian North and North Caucasus.Thefollowing
14parallelpanelsaddresseddifferentissuesthatcanbegroupedin15thematicareas:sustainable
urbandevelopment;localgovernmentreforms;urbanmanagement;citizenparticipation;identity,
regionalismandcitizenship;heritageandregeneration;ICTtoolsinurbangovernance;metropolitan
governance;tourismandlocalgovernance;climatechange;urbanplanningissues;housing;urban
mobiliy;socialcohesion;andurbangovernancechallengesinAfrica.

Theever-importantissueoflocalgovernmentreformswasexplicitlyaddressedinseveralpapers,
confrontingtrendstowardscentralizationornationalizationinsomecountrieswiththoseinfavorof
increaseddecentralizationinnumerousotherinEuropeandinAfricaaswell.Differentissuesrelatedto
thedivisionoftasksbetweencentralstateandlocalgovernmentandabouttheroleofinter-municipal
cooperationhavealsobeendiscussed.Somehowassociatedwiththepreviousissuesisthegroupof
sixpapersthatdealtwiththegovernancechallengeswithwhichmajorurbanareasareconfronted
with.AtleastfourpapersexploredissuesofmetropolitangovernanceindifferentEuropeancountries
andfewothersdiscussedsimilargovernanceissuesinAfricancities.Fourpapersexploredexplicitly
thethemeofsustainableurbandevelopmentindifferentcountries,anddiscusseddifferentaspects,
namelythestructuralconstraintsontheimplementationoflocalsustainabledevelopmentpolicies,
thestrategiesagainstviolenceincities,andtheslowcitymovementseenasasecureroadtowards
sustainabledevelopment,questioningtheroleoflocalgovernmentintheseprocesses.Thesearchfor
newinstitutionalmodelsandfornewplanningtoolsforsustainabledevelopmentatthelevelofthese
majorurbanagglomerationsandthecreationofnewcitiesarecertainlyimportantcontributionsof
thisconferencetotheongoingdiscussionontheroleoflocalgovernanceintheNewUrbanAgenda.

KeyintheNewUrbanAgendaisalsothedevelopmentofnewmodesofurbanplanningand
localdevelopment.Severalpapersintheconferenceaddressedthischallengeexamininginnovative
approachesindifferentpartsoftheworld,comparingplanningsystemsindifferentcountries,therole
ofnon-institutionalactors,andground-breakingapproachesfortheco-managementofnaturalrisksin
urbanareas.Associatedwithurbanplanningisthemyriadofurbanmanagement,urbanheritageand
urbanregenerationissuesthatmarkseverywherethelocalgovernancelandscape.Papersinseveral
panelstouchedordealtpredominantlywiththeseissuesofurbanmanagement,urbanheritage,urban
regeneration,smartcitydevelopment,orlocaltourismdevelopment.Issuesofsustainabledevelopment
associatedwiththegovernanceofculturalheritageissuesandurbanregeneration,namelypapers
focusedonWorldheritagesites,mega-eventssuchastheEuropeanCapitalofCulture,adaptivereuse
ofarchitecturalheritage,orqualityindicators,andtheroleoflocalgovernmentintheseprocesses
werealsolivelydiscussed.Thediscussionofspecificchallengeswithwhichurbangovernanceis
confronted,inparticularinlow-incomeurbanareas,hasalsobeenanimportantcontributionofthis
conferenceforthewiderdebatesontheimplementationoftheNewUrbanAgenda.

Thethemeofcitizenparticipationwasaddressedinseveralpapers,whichmostlydiscussedtherole
citizenscanplayforamoreresponsivelocalgovernance.Also,withinthescopeoftheInternational
JournalofE-PlanningResearch(IJEPR)areseveralpapersfocusedonissuesrelatedtotheuseof
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ICTinlocalandurbangovernance,experienceswiththeuseofPPGIStoolsinmetropolitanplanning
andinthemodellingoflocaldevelopment.Otherimportantthemeshavealsobeenaddressedand
discussedintheconference.Climatechangeandtheroleoflocalgovernmentintheimplementationof
mitigationpoliciesatthelocallevelhavebeenexplored,aswellasthepreferencesoflocalgovernment
regardingmitigationandadaptationpolicies,and thestrategies tomainstreamingclimatechange
resilienceinurbandevelopmentplans.Socialcohesionandsocialissuesrelatedtohousing,urban
mobility,smartmobility,tourism,andlocaleconomicdevelopmenthavealsobeenatthecenterof
thedebatesduringthetwodaysoftheconference.Issuesofidentity,regionalismandcitizenship
indifferentcountriesandthechallengesforlocalgovernmenthavealsobeenaddressedinseveral
papers.Ifmostofthepapersthatdealtwiththeissuesmentionedbeforehavingbeenmainlyfocused
onEuropeancountries,theprogramincludedalsoanimportantgroupofpapersthatdealtwithurban
governanceinSouthAfricancities,namelyurbangovernanceinPost-ApartheidSouthAfrica,issues
ofurbaninformality,landmanagementissues,andgreenurbanpoliciesinAfricancities.

Theconferencewasalsoanopportunityfornetworkingandforresearcherstomeetanddiscuss
future research initiatives. A post-conference excursion in the Salento Region, which included
meetingswithlocalpoliticiansandotherstakeholdersinseveralmunicipalitiesintheregion,was
alsopartoftheprogram.

Thefullprogram,theabstracts,thePowerPointpresentations,andaphotogalleryareavailable
onlineintheconferencewebsite:https://sites.google.com/site/geogov2017conference/.Aselection
ofthepaperspresentedareexpectedtobesubmittedforpossiblepublicationintheInternational
JournalofE-PlanningResearch.
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