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Conference Report

Themaingoalof the IJEPRAnnualConferences is toprovideamulti andan inter-disciplinary
forumforthecriticaldiscussionofnewperspectives,approaches,methods,andtoolsinthefield
ofUrbane-Planning.Inotherwords,theIJEPRAnnualConferencesaimtoexploreandtodiscuss
recentdevelopments,emergingissuesandfuturechallengesinthefieldofurbane-planningacross
theworld,todiscussthestate-of-the-artofUrbane-Planningresearch,boththeoreticalandempirical,
aswellastoexploreinnovativeresearchandnewdirectionsinthebroadfieldofUrbane-Planning.
Following the2016and2017 successful IJEPRAnnualConferenceson ‘Urbane-Planning’, the
3rdIJEPRAnnualConferencewasheldattheInstituteofGeographyandSpatialPlanning,inthe
UniversityofLisbon,Portugal,onApril3-4,2018.Thisthirdconferenceconfirmedoncemore
therelevanceandusefulnessofanannualinternationalscientificmeetingfocusedontheproblems,
challengesandopportunitiesraisedbythewidespreaduseofICTinurbanplanning,thecorefocus
oftheInternationalJournalofE-PlanningResearch.

Theprogramof the3rdConferencewasorganizedaround fourmain themes,althoughwith
aconcentrationofpapersinthemes1and2:Theme1-SmartCities:GovernanceandPlanning;
Theme2-Citizense-Participation&CollaborativePlanning;Theme3-TherealandvirtualinUrban
e-Planning;Theme4-Theory,EthicsandMethodsinUrbane-Planning.Thefinalprogramwas
structuredin13sessions,ofwhich1plenarymeetingand12parallelpanels,besidesthewelcomeand
closingsessions,anumberofsessionssimilartothefirsttwoconferences.Althoughtheconference
workinglanguagewasEnglish,asinthetwopreviouseditions,thistimetheconferenceincludedapanel
inFrench,abi-lingualmodelthatwillberepeatedinthefutureinordertomaketheIJEPRConferences
moreinclusive.Inallsessions,plenaryandparallelpanels,thedebate,ledbytherespectivesession
chair,wasinitiatedbytwodiscussants,followedthenbyanenlargeddiscussionwithotherparticipants,
whichallowedafruitfulandlivableexchangeofperspectivesamongparticipantsintheconference.

This 3rd Conference had a similar number of participants and papers compared to the two
precedingconferences.AsinthepriorIJEPRConferences,participantswererequiredtopresenta
paperintheconference.Participantscamefrom21countries,inEurope,Africa,bothNorthandsub-
SaharanAfrica,NorthandSouthAmerica,andAsia.Participantsintheconferenceworkmainlyin
thefieldofurbanandplanningstudies,andintheareaofinformationsciencesaswell.Thisincluded
researchers, students and planners from academia and other organizations. A selection of these
papers,basedontheIJEPRstandarddouble-blindpeer-reviewprocess,isexpectedtobepublished
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inupcomingissuesoftheInternationalJournalofE-PlanningResearchin2019.Asintheprevious
conferences,paperspresentedinthe2018Conference,whileendorsingsomeoftheadvantagesofthe
newdigitaltechnologiesalsochallengedestablishedperspectivesabouttheroleofnewinformation
andcommunicationtechnologiesinurbanplanning,pointingonceagainfortheneedandadvantage
toarticulatetechinterfaceswithface-to-facecontactsinprocessesofcommunityparticipation.

Theconferencewasagainanopportunityfornetworking,forresearcherstomeetandtodiscuss
futureresearchinitiatives.TheUEPRN–Urbane-PlanningResearchNetwork,closelyassociatedwith
theseconferences,willcontinueitsroleofactivedisseminatorofinformationonUrbane-Planning.
TheConferencewasendorsedbytheTechnologydivisionoftheAmericanPlanningAssociation
(APA-Tech),byISOCARPandbytheIGUCommissionGeographyofGovernance.

A word of appreciation is due to all those engaged in the organization of the third IJEPR
Conferencein2018attheUniversityofLisbon:authorsofthepaperspresented;membersofthe
conferencescientificcommittee;sessionchairsanddiscussants;thehostinginstitution,theInstitute
ofGeographyandSpatialPlanning–UniversityofLisbon,and thestaffdirectlyengaged in the
conferenceorganization;andthegroupofstudentswhoactedasvolunteersinthesupportingactivities
duringthetwodaysoftheconference.

Additional information on the third IJEPR Conference, its full program, abstracts, oral
presentations,andaphotogallery,amongotheraspects,isavailableintheconferencewebsite(https://
sites.google.com/site/uep2018conference/).

TheIJEPRwillcontinueengaged,inthecontextoftheUrbane-PlanningResearchNetwork(UEP-
NET),intheorganizationofanannualinternationalconferenceonUrbane-Planning.In2019,the4th
IJEPRAnnualConferenceon‘Urbane-Planning’,tobeheldintheUniversityofLisbon,Portugal,
willcontinuetheexplorationofnewperspectives,approaches,methods,andtools inthefieldof
Urbane-Planning(4thConferencewebsite:https://sites.google.com/view/uep2019-conference/home).
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