
International Journal of E-Planning Research
Volume 8 • Issue 1 • January-March 2019


Copyright©2019,IGIGlobal.CopyingordistributinginprintorelectronicformswithoutwrittenpermissionofIGIGlobalisprohibited.



70

Book Review

Encounters in Planning Thought. 16 Autobiographical Essays from Key Thinkers in Spatial Planning
Beatrix Haselsberger (Ed.)
© 2017 by Routledge
338 pp.
$44.07
ISBN 978-1-138-64087-0

Thebook‘EncountersinPlanningThought.16AutobiographicalEssaysfromKeyThinkersinSpatial
Planning’,editedbyBeatrixHaselsberger,isanimportantadditiontothestudyofplanninghistory
andplanningtheory,andwillcertainlylastasalandmarkforallthoseinterestedinthewayplanning
thoughtdevelopedandcirculatedinthesecondhalfofthetwentiethcenturyandbeginningofthe
newmillennium,facilitatingthetransferenceofknowledgeandplanningideasbetweengenerations
ofplannersandplanningresearchers.Thebookisthereforeofinterestforallthoseworkingorwith
aninterestinthefieldofurbane-planningandintherelatedprofessionalfields.

Thebookisacollectionofautobiographicalaccountswrittenbyaselectionofsomeofthemost
importantplanningscholarsinthesecondhalfofthetwentiethcentury.Itisorganizedin3partsand
19chapters.Part1(‘Introduction’),withtwochapters,offersanintroductiontothebook.Inthefirst
chapter(‘EncountersinPlanningThought:anIntroduction’),BeatrixHaselsbergerintroducesthe
book,andLauraSaijainthefollowingchapter(‘AutobiographyasaMethodofInquiry’)presentsthe
researchmethodologyadoptedinthebookandhowtheseoralhistories,intheformofautobiographical
essays,allowedtheexplorationofplanningideasandofhowtheyweregenerated,inaparticular
timeandcontext,aprocessdescribedbysomeofthosethathavegeneratedtheseplanningideasor
thathavecontributedsignificantlyforthem.

Thesecondpartof thebookconstitutes thecoresectionandcomprises16chapters,onefor
eachoftheseoriginalautobiographicalessayswrittenbykeythinkersintheplanningfield,someof
whichhadadecisiveinfluenceintheconstitutionofplanningthoughtinthelasthalfcentury.The
criteriafortheselectionoftheseprotagonistsintheplanninghistory,asallcriteria,canbedebated
andchallenged,althoughtheexplanationgivenbytheeditorfortheselectionofthese16thinkers,
beingclearenough,offersthenecessarybackgroundinformationthatwillavoidanydoubtabout
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thesampleanditsrepresentativeness.Althoughnotauniversalsampleofplanningthinkers,asit
excludesallthosethatdidnotpublishinEnglish,theseessaysshow,aboveall,andthatiscertainly
animportantlessonforthenewgenerationofplanners,thatdifferentplanningideascanbeadopted
indifferentperiodsandindifferentplaces,andshowalsohowthisprocesscantakeplace,aswellas
howplannerscanbeactiveagentsinthatprocess.Byincludingthinkersfromdifferentgenerations,the
outcomeisalongrangeperspectiveofhowdifferenthistoricalcircumstancesandplacesinfluencedthe
constitutionandevolutionofplanningthought.The16planningthinkersincludeinthiscollectionof
essaysareJohnFriedman,theoldest,PeterMarcuse,PeterHall,LuigiMazza,AndreasFaludi,Patsy
Healy,GerhardSchimak,JudithE.Innes,BarrieNeedham,LouisAlbrechts,KlausR.Kunzmann,
CliffHague,MichaelBatty,RachelAlterman,JohnForester,andCharlesHoch,theyoungestone.

Thelastpart(‘Epilogue’)hasjustonechaptertitled‘Backtothefuture.APersonalPortrayal
in the InterfaceofPastPlanningandPlanningFutures’,writtenbyBeatrixHaselsberger. In this
chapter,theeditoroffersherperspectiveonwhathasbeendescribedbyeachoftheseplanners,in
therespectiveessay,suggestingthatplannersandplanningresearchersshallnotfollowuncritically
mainstreamperspectives,andneithershalltheyconformtoexternalpressures,butoughtinsteadto
searchcontinuouslyforsustainablesolutionsintheirplanningoptions.

Insum,akeymessagefromthiscollectionofautobiographicalessays,inwhichauthorsalsoshare
privatethings,isthatpersonalcircumstances,place,andhistoryshapethewaywethinkandhowwe
seetheworldofplanning.Andthisisalsocertainlythecasewithprofessionalsinthefieldofurban
e-planning.Individualandgroupworld-viewsandthelocalcontextwillcertainlyshapehowurban
e-plannersseeandusetechinterfacesintheircurrentplanningactivitiesandhowtheyarticulateit
withconventionalface-to-faceinterfacesandanalogicalplanningactivities.Inotherwords,urban
plannersoughttoadoptexistingplanningideasineachtimeandcontextandatsametimeshouldbe
abletodevelopnewplanningideasthatwillbetterequipthemtoaddressthenewchallengeswith
whichtheprofessionisincessantlyconfrontedwith.

Theauthorsof theseessaysandtheeditorare tobeapplaudedfor thisunusualcollection,a
mandatoryreadingforplannersandplanningresearchers,namelyforallthoseworkinginthefield
ofurbane-planning.


