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ThebookfillsagapinthefieldofVietnamWarStudies.Asexistingbooksonthistopichavebeen
writtenmostlyfromanAmericanperspective.,theauthorofthebook,AngChengGuan,decidedto
useVietnamese,ChineseandformerSovietsourcesofinformation,toanalyseanddiscussthehistory
oftheVietnamWarfromtheVietnamesecommunists.

Readers interested in Vietnam War will complement the “traditional” perspective based on
Westernsources,withthis“insider”perspective.

ThebookThe Vietnam war from the other side. The Vietnamese communists’ perspective is
structuredintofourmainchapters:“Preludetothearmedstruggle”(Chapter1),“Thearmedstruggle
begins” (Chapter2),“Thearmedstruggle intensifies” (Chapter3)and“Breaking thestalemate”
(Chapter4).AlthoughthewarwasnotovertillApril1975,theauthoranalysesittill1969forseveral
reasons:communistswerecompelledtoevaluatetheirstrategyduetothebigcasualtiesin1968,the
death(heartattack)ofHoChiMinhinHanouinSeptember2,1969.Thepolicyof“Vietnamisation”
announcedbythenewpresidentofUSA,RichardNixon,amongothers.Latertheauthorpublished
asequel,Ending the Vietnam War: The Vietnamese Communists’ Perspective.

Thebookistargetedforacademics,researchersandstudentsinterestedinAsianStudies,South
EastAsianStudiesandMilitaryStudies.
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