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Conference Report

The2018AnnualConferenceoftheIGUCommissionon‘GeographyofGovernance’(IGU-GoG),
organized in collaboration with the Institute of Geography and Spatial Planning, University of
Lisbon,washeldinLisbon,Portugal,onSeptember4–5,2018,andwasfollowedonSeptember6
byaPost-ConferenceExcursion.TheConferencemarkedtheestablishment30yearsagooftheIGU
CommissiononGeographyandPublicAdministration,afteraninitialperiodasaStudyGroupof
theInternationalGeographicalUnion(IGU),from1984to1988.

The conference revisited the main research issues addressed by the Commission since the
mid-1980’s and explored the current trends and future challenges confronting local and urban
governanceinthecontextofthenewglobalurbanagendas,namelythe2030AgendaforSustainable
Development,andits17SDGs,thatcameofficiallyintoforceon1January2016,theNewUrban
AgendaadoptedintheHabitatIIIConference,inOctober2016,andtheParisAgreementorParis
ClimateAgreementadoptedinDecember2015.Theconferencewasanopportunityforresearchers,
fromdifferentdisciplinarybackgrounds,topresent,discussandexchangerecentresearchfindingson
thedeterminants,processesandoutcomesofthechangesoccurredinthefieldoflocalgovernance
in the last three decades and to explore and debate, from different theoretical perspectives and
methodologicalapproaches,thecurrentandemergingtrendsinthisfield.

Besidestheopeningandclosingsessions, theconferencecomprised17sessions,16parallel
sessionsandtheopeningPlenary.Thisisasimilarnumberofsessionscomparedtopreviousannual
conferences,andthesamehappenedinrelationtothenumberofdelegatesandnumberofpapers
selectedandpresented.Delegatescamefrom35countries,anumberofcountriesslightlyhigherthis
time,comparedtopreviousyears,fromEurope,Africa(Northandsub-Saharan),America(Northand
South),AsiaandNewZealand,with13countriesfromoutsideEurope(6in2015),whichconfirms
thetrendfortheCommissiontobecomeatrulyglobalorganizationofresearchersinthefieldor
localandurbangovernance.ParticipantsintheconferenceworkinthebroadareaofUrban,Local
andRegionalStudies,Geography,Economy,PoliticalScience,PublicAdministration,History,other
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SocialSciences,ArtsandHumanities.TheConferencebroughttogetherresearchers,studentsand
plannersfromacademia,andfrompublicandprivatesectorsorganizations.Around15%ofthepapers
wereauthoredorco-authoredbyPhDstudents.Duringthetwodaysoftheconference,thedelegates
discussedthelastthirtyyearsofLocalGovernance,revisitinginstitutionalchanges,processesand
outcomessincethe1980s,aswellascurrenttrendsandfuturechallengesinLocalGovernance.The
abstractsofthepaperssubmittedforpossibleinclusionintheconferenceprogramwerereviewed
forrelevanceandappropriatenesstotheconferencebyaninternationalscientificcommitteewith
13members.

Theprogramwasorganizedintotwotracks.Track1looked30yearsback,revisitingthechanges,
processesandtherespectiveoutcomesinthefieldoflocalgovernanceindifferentpartsoftheworld.
Track2 looked into the futureanalyzingcurrent trends in localgovernance.Track1 included4
mainthemes:LocalGovernmentinEuropepost1980:nationaltrendsandtheEuropeanizationof
urbangovernanceandlocalpolicies;LocalgovernmentreformsinCentralandEasternEuropesince
1990;Post-colonialLocalGovernmentreformsinAfrica;andLocalgovernanceinAmerica,Asia,
andOceaniaafter1980.Track2aimedtoaddressthefollowingthemes,althoughonlypartofthem
wereeffectivelypresentedanddiscussed:Localgovernanceinthenewglobalurbandevelopment
agendas;Localgovernance,spatialjusticeandtheRighttotheCity;Goodgovernanceandautonomy;
Decolonizinglocalgovernance;Localgovernmentreforms:decentralizationandre-centralization;
RegionsandPoliticalDevolution;Thenexusofmicro,local,regionalandtransnationalgovernance;
Meso-levelgovernance;Thechallengesofmulti-levelgovernance;Rescalingofurbangovernance
andtheroleofneighbourhoods;Inter-municipalcooperation;Cross-bordermunicipalcooperation;
Metropolitangovernment;Municipalamalgamationreforms;Informalinstitutionsandhybridlocal
governancemodels;Localgovernmentfinancesystem:financingthenewurbanchallenges;Post-
2008austeritylocalism;Alternativemodelsforlocalgovernmentsocialpolicies;Progressivelocalism
andthetransformationofurbangovernance;Re-municipalizationoflocalpublicserviceprovision;
Municipalownedcorporationsandlocalpublicservices;Managerialism,entrepreneurialism,public-
private partnerships andprivatization; Local economic development; Strategic and collaborative
municipalplanning;Thegovernanceofurbanculturalheritage;ClimatechangeandGreengovernance;
Thegovernanceofprotectedareasandurbangreenspaces;Localgovernanceandthenewsecurity
challenges in urban areas; Participatory local governance and community engagement; Citizen
participationinlocalpolicymaking;SocialmovementsandtheNewMunicipalism;Localgovernment
inthedigitalera:democracy,participation,accountability;Smarturbangovernance:Internetand
newICTtools;Socialmediain localgovernance;Localgovernancein theageofBigData;and
Crowdsourcinginurbangovernance.

APowerPointpresentationisavailableintheconferencewebsite,portrayingbrieflythethree
decades longhistoryof the IGUCommissiononGeographyofGovernance. In theopeningand
closingsessionsPowerPointpresentationswerealsoprovidedwithasummaryoftheconference.
ThePlenarysessionincludedtwopapers,‘Recent and Contemporary Trends in European Studies of 
Local Government and Local Politics,’byPawełSwianiewicz(UniversityofWarsaw,Poland),and
“A Conceptual and Historical Account of Metropolitan Policy Mobilities Across Europe,”byPeter
Schmitt(StockholmUniversity,Sweden).Thefollowing16parallelpanelsaddresseddifferentissues
thatcanbegroupedinthefollowingmainthematicareas:inter-municipalcooperation;municipal
reforms; citizenparticipation; climate changeandother environmentalgovernance issues;urban
governanceinAfrica;localeconomicdevelopment;governanceissuesinruralareas;e-governance
challenges;urbanpolicyissues;andmesolevelandmulti-levelgovernancetopics,amongother.

Theever-importantissueoflocalgovernmentreformswasexplicitlyaddressedinseveralpapers,
confrontinganddiscussingthecontradictorytrendsthatcrossseveralcountries,inshortperiodsof
time,ashasbeenidentifiedinpreviousannualconferencesoftheIGUCommissiononGeographyof
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Governance.Thesearchfornewinstitutionalmodelsandfornewgovernanceapproachesarecertainly
amongtheimportantcontributionsofthisconferencetotheongoingdiscussionsontheroleoflocal
governmentinbothdevelopedandindevelopingcountries.

TheannualconferenceoftheIGUCommissiononGeographyofGovernancewasagainauseful
opportunityfornetworkingandfor researchers tomeetand todiscussfutureresearch initiatives.
TheLGLG–LocalGovernmentandLocalGovernanceResearchNetworkwillcontinuetobean
instrumentforthecirculationofinformationonLocalandUrbanGovernanceissues.

Apost-conferenceexcursion,intheNorthernpartoftheLisbonMetropolitanArea,whichincluded
aninitialwalkingtourinthehistoriccentreofLisbon,wasalsopartoftheprogram.

Aselectionofthepaperspresentedwillbepublished,subjecttothestandarddouble-blindpeer
reviewprocess,intheInternationalJournalofE-PlanningResearch,inthejournalPeople,Placeand
Policyandinabook.

Thefullprogram,theabstracts,thePowerPointpresentations,aphotogallery,andotherelements
areavailableonlineintheconferencewebsite:https://sites.google.com/site/geogov2018/home.

Attheendoftheconferencewasannouncedthenextannualconference,tobeheldinCapeVerde,
inSeptember2019,withdetailedinformationnowavailableintherespectiveconferencewebsite:
https://sites.google.com/view/geogov2019/home.TheInternationalJournalofE-PlanningResearch
isonceagainassociatedwiththeorganizationoftheIGUCommissionAnnualConference,in2019
focusedon“Local and Urban Governance: Trends, Challenges and Innovations in a Globalizing 
World.”
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