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Foryears,meanstoencouragescience,technology,engineering,andmath(STEM)competencies
have been valued by numerous foundations, non-profits, corporations, and even governmental
agencies(Tran,2018).Yetglobalizationandcollaborationcontinuetochangecurrentstylesofwork
and learning. According to “Creativity Vs Robots” report (Bakhshi, Frey & Osborne, 2015), as
USemploymentfacesthethreatofautomationoverthenextdecadeortwo,21percentofcreative
occupationswhichfallinthehighlycreativecategoryarefoundtobeatlowornoriskofautomation.
To nurture K-12 students’ ability to utilize creativity and social intelligence, schools need an
interdisciplinarycurriculumapproachwhichintegratesartsandsocialstudiesintotheSTEMmodel.
Combining reading throughout content areas, the STREAMSS (Science, Technology, Reading,
Engineering,Arts,Mathematics,andSocialStudies)approachisformed.Thebook“Curriculum 
Integration in Contemporary Teaching Practice: Emerging Research and Opportunities”couldserve
asagoodguidebookforeducatorstryingtheSTREAMSSapproachinK-12education.

Throughtheintroductorychapter,theauthorsencourageteacherstoredesigntheK-12curriculum
to include interdisciplinary learning. They not only promote the benefits of an interdisciplinary
curriculumforallstakeholders,theyalsolayoutthedifficultiesandpossiblesolutionsindesigning
andimplementingnewcurriculum.TheauthorsproposetheSTREAMSSmodelasaninnovative
frameworkforcurriculumdesignersandstatethatbytreatingalldisciplinesasequallyimportant,
educatorscanachieveelevatingstudents’competenciesandskills,andperhapshelpstudentsbecome
life-longlearners.
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Thesecondchapterlooksintohowhistoricalandcontemporarytheoristsinfluencetheworldof
education.Withabriefintroductionofeachtheorist’sphilosophiesandaclear-cuttablepresented
attheendofthechapter,theauthorsmakeitclearforreaderstounderstandthecontributionsfrom
differentperspectivesofeducation.Further,theauthorsproposethataseducatorsbecomemorefamiliar
withthesetheories,theycanprovidestudentswithawiderviewwhenadaptingmultidisciplinary
curriculum. Better interaction, firmer relationships, and more meaningful communications in
educationalsettingswillbebeneficialtoallstakeholders.

The next chapter dives into the core of social studies teaching and learning. By stating the
difficultiesthateducatorsfaceandnegativeviewswhichstudentsholdofsocialstudiesintegration,
theauthorstrytoprovidesolutionsastohowsocialstudiescouldbeintegratedintoSTREAM,and
refertotheguidanceandsupportfromtheNationalCouncilforSocialStudies.Thentheauthorshelp
readerswalkthroughfourmainsocialstudiesdisciplinesforamoredetailedunderstandingofsocial
studiesandtoidentifystrategiesandpedagogicalmethodsforK-12educators.

Chapter4dealswiththecontroversiesandproblemsofK-12artsintegratedcurriculum.Many
educatorsfeeloverwhelmedaboutbringinganunfamiliardiscipline,suchasarts,intotheexisting
curriculum,insteadofusingtheartsasmeanstoguidestudentsindiscoveringthejoysoflearning.The
authorsbreakdown“art”intofourparts(artscriticism,artshistory,aesthetics,andartsproduction/
performance)withdetailedexplanationsforreaders.Practicaltablesdesignedbytheauthorstohelp
illustratestepsandstrategiesforartsintegration,andpossibleimplicationsinreallifeexamplesof
howeducatorscouldintegrateartsintotheSTREAMSScurriculumarepresented.Theauthorsexpress
greathopesthatstudentsunderSTREAMSScurriculummaycreativelyworkforabetterfuture.

Thefifthchapterprovidesguidanceforeducatorstoutilizethemeansathandwhendesigning
integratedcurriculum.Besidesschoolprograms,fieldtrips,andarrangementsofguestspeakers,
theauthorsalsosuggestteacherscouldteamupforclasses,joinpersonallearningcommunities,
and apply available technology tools and Internet resources. Detailed instructions regarding
integratingSTREAMSSintothehighschoolcurriculumarecarefullyorganizedinlucidtables
forreaderstofollow.

Inthefinalchapter,theauthorspresentalistofinterdisciplinaryonlineresourcesforeducators
toexploreandserveassourcesofinspiration.Twoshortcasestudiesarethenprovidedtoillustrate
actual scenarios which educators could face when implementing STREAMSS curriculum. Key
conceptsforeffectivecurriculumintegrationarecompiledintoanextensivelistofsuggestedteaching
andlearningstrategies,alongwithsomeadviceforeducatorstoreferto,sothattheywillbeableto
meetstudents’uniqueneedsandstrengths.

Thisbookiswrittensensiblywithclearobjectives;readerscancomprehendcoreconceptswith
ease,andseehowtoincorporatethestrategiesintoreallifescenarios.Explicitfiguresandtables
arecarefullyarranged.Inaddition,authorsprovideinspiringsuggestionstohelpeducatorscreating
meaningfulactivitieswhenadoptingaSTREAMSSinterdisciplinarymodel.Theauthorsemphasize
thepressingneedsofusing interdisciplinary teaching tonurtureandprepareK-12studentsfora
competitivefuture;yetitwouldbemoreconvincingifdataillustratingthatstudentsdemonstrate
morecompetenceunderaSTREAMSS teachingmethod than thosewhodidnotexperience this
method.Moreover, if interviewsorsurveysofstudentsparticipating in interdisciplinary learning
couldbepresented,theneducatorscouldbemoremotivatedbythisevidence,andbuildreasonable
expectationsforfutureteachingutilizingthismodel.
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