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Withtheadvancementintechnology,learninghasgonebeyondtheboundaryofschoolsandhas
progressedintolifelongpersistentlearning(Kirbas,2018;Liu,&Chen,2018).Whetherinclassroom
or office settings, various applications are being created for the purpose of increasing learners’
motivationandperformance;therefore,itisimportanttoacquiremoreinformationonthistypeof
learning.Thisbook,“EducationalTechnologyandtheNewWorldofPersistentLearning,”could
helpgivereadersamoregeneralunderstandingtowardthesubject.

Thefirsttwochaptersofthetwelveinthisbookcorrelatetoeachother.Theauthorbeginsby
introducingaseriesofusefullearningtoolsillustratinghownewtechnologiescanbenefitlearners
nowadays,suchastheuseofmobiledevicesandexistinglearningmanagementsystems.Theauthor
also talksabout thepotentialdevelopmentofartificial intelligenceandrobotics in theeducation
domain,thenbrieflyinsertsconceptsregardingtechnologicallyenhancedimmersiveenvironments,
virtual and augmented reality (VR/AR), and taps into the advantages and downsides of current
applicationsinclassroomsettings.However,thetoneofthesechaptersseemsalittleover-optimistic;
itwouldbemoreprofoundiftheauthorincludesdiscussionsfromotherperspectives,forinstancethe
challengesthatfacultyfacesincurrenteducationalinstitutionsregardingtheuseofsuchtechnologies.

The authors in chapter three present an experiment through carefully planned stages and
implementations,demonstratehownewtechniquestransformoldwaysofstorytellingintosomething
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thatelevatesthestudents’interestsinlearning.Theyincorporatedigitalstorytelling(DST)intoa
socialstudycourseattargetedmiddleschoolsandresultsshowthattheuseofDSTcouldpositively
affectstudents’engagementandmotivationmorethanaregularcourse.Obstaclesencounteredwhen
carryingoutDSTarelistedbyauthors,includingtheteachers’concernofDSTasatime-consuming
activityandthedifficultiesinprovidingappropriatehardware/softwaretoassistteachers.

Thefourthchapterfocusesontheconceptsregardingself-directedlearningandhoweducational
technologycould intertwinewith individuals’persistent learning.Byemphasizing“one size fits
all”isnotsuitableforthedigitalage,theauthorpresentstheneedfordiversifiedapproaches.This
enableseachlearnertonurturetheirownexperientiallearningapproachesaccordingtotheirprior
experiences,attitude,andskillsetsforutilizingdevicesorresourcesathand.

Providingevidenceofhoweducationaltechnologycouldinfluenceeducation,thefifthchapter
elaboratesontheimportanceofe-collaborationine-learning.E-collaborationisconsideredpromoting
learnermotivationandaccountabilityifcarefullyapplied;theauthoralsoprovidestheoriestoback
upthisclaim.Thebenefitse-collaborationtoolscouldbringtoe-learningareintroduced,alongwith
severalpracticalmethodsforeducatorstoincorporate.Chaptersixfurtherescalatesthediscussion
toaglobalscaleandprovidesamorethoroughunderstandingregardingtheintegration,usage,and
conceptsofeducationaltechnology.Besidesmentioningthebenefits, theauthoralsoinvestigates
globalstudiesofmobilephone,socialmediaandothereducationaltechnologyprograms,withthe
trainingforeducatorsespeciallynoted.

Chapter seven gives readers a glimpse of how technology could help learners identify new
concepts,shareandinteractwithagroupandatthesametimeimprovetheirproblem-solvingand
mapping ability. Prototype software called Conceptual Map Project (CMP) was introduced to a
group of charted engineers with different backgrounds and professional skills. Through surveys
andlearnerfeedbacks,authorscollectdatathatnotonlycanimprovetheinterfaceanddesignof
CMP,butalsoprovidepossibleinformationaboutlearningattitudes.TheauthorsstatethatCMP
wasoriginallydesignedtohelplearnersdealwithdifficultiesencounteredinablendedcourseand
providedataregardingpersonalandcollectivelearning.Thelearners’positiveresponsesproveCMP
tobeausefultool.

Theauthorsinthenextchapterpresentabrilliantcaseofusingautomatedessayscoring(AES)
softwaresystempairedwithautomatedwritingevaluation(AWE)andautomatedfeedbacktosupport
teachersinenhancingchildren’swritingabilities.Aftertheinitialintroductionofwhatthesoftwareis
capableof,comprehensivesurveydatafrombothstudentsandteachersarecollectedandpresented.
Accordingtotheinterviews,studentsconsiderthiskindoftechnologyhelpsthemconcentrateon
theirweaknessinamoredetailedandtimelymanner.Feedbackfromteachersnotesthatalthough
automatedcommentsarespecific,yetsometimesoverwhelmingtostudents.Bothpartiesexpress
thattheylearnedmorewhiledecipheringthecomments.Theauthorsconcludethatthedownsides
ofapplyingsuchsoftwarearenotonlythetechnicallimitations,butalsohowtoredirectstudents’
attentionfromfocusingonlyonessayscoresandreduceteacher’sburdenofinterpretingautomated
feedback.Continuingwiththeclassroomsettinginchapternine,theauthorintroducesastrategic
modelcalled3CEModelforeducatorstodeploy.Itsfourstagescomprise:communicatelearning
goals,providecontextualknowledge,createlearningenvironment,andevaluatelearningprogress.
Thismodelprovideseducatorsgeneralguidanceandcouldserveasanadjustableframeworkfor
technologicalapplicationsintheclassroom.

Inchapterten,theauthorsillustratethedevelopmentofamobileappthatintegrateswithan
intelligentsystemandallowsstudentstoinputinformationregardingtheirstudystrategies.Thesystem
isdesignedtoclassifystudents’learningstylesaccordingtothemodelsdevelopedbyFeder-Silverman
andKolb,sothatteacherscanhaveabetterpictureofstudents’learningmethodsandmakeappropriate
adjustmentsinpedagogiesattheearlystageofclass.Theauthorsdescribetheconceptofintelligent
tutoringsystemandexplaindifferentstudystrategiesandmodelsindetail.Theauthors’intention
tohighlighttheuseofnewtechnologyisworthpraising;however,thisarticlekindofendsinhaste
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afterrevealingtheresultswhichstudentswouldreceiveaftercompletingthesurveyquestions.It
wouldbemuchmorecompleteifauthorscouldindicatefurtheruseofthisappaftertheinitialsurvey.

Theauthorsinchapterelevenredirectreaders’focustoanareathathasnotyetreceivedmuch
attention:theuseofhumanoidrobotsforstudentswithintellectualdisabilities.Thestudieslistedby
theauthorsrevealthatstudentsshowinterestandexperiencepositiveresultswheninteractingwith
humanoid robots. Therefore, the authors suggest education authorities should support programs
relatedtodevelopinghumanoidrobotsinschools,sothateducatorscanutilizethelatesttechnology
andworksidebysidewithhumanoidrobots.Themeritsofhumanoidrobotsandinterestingexamples
arefoundinthechapteraswellaspracticalchallengesthateducatorsfaceinthefrontline.

Thefinalchapterproposesusingwebtechnologiesinavirtuallearningenvironmenttocreate
e-assessmenttoolsforeducators.Inthisway,educatorscancontinuouslymonitorstudents’academic
process and interact with them through various tasks, assignments and manage assessments
electronically.Accordingtotheinvestigationdonebyauthors,e-assessmentisnotonlyfavoredby
teachersbecauseitreducestheirworkload,butisalsowelcomedbystudentsforitsconveniencesand
thesenseofautonomyinthelearningprocess.Afterpresentingtheactualdevelopmentofwhatthey
calltheEVEEplatform,theauthorsconcludewithteachers’feedbackaboutthesystem,shedding
lightforothereducationalinstitutionswhichwanttodevelopasimilarlearningenvironment.

Thisbookservesasanadequatesummaryforreaderswhoalreadyhaveinitialknowledgeabout
educationaltechnologyandpersonswithaninterestinthetopic.Fromexcitingapplicationssuch
asartificialintelligence,tutoringsystems,humanoidrobotics,ARandVR,tothedevelopmentof
digitalstorytelling,automatedwritingevaluationsystem,mobileapplicationandvirtual learning
environmentasane-assessmenttool,alongwithrelatedlearningtheories,allthesearetiedtothe
subjectofpersistentlearning.Afinalsuggestionfortheeditoristhatthebookwouldbemorereadable
iftheorderofthechapterscouldberearrangedaccordingtoselectedattributes,suchasthefieldof
variousapplicationsortheoryfirst,thenapplications.
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