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Book Review

HavingvisitedMyanmarforreligiouspilgrimagemanytimesinthelastyears,thisbookgivesme
theopportunity togaindeeperknowledgeofMyanmarcultureandheritage.Myanmar is fullof
beautifulplaceswithimpressivetemples,pagodas,monasteriesandcavesthatwillsurprisetravellers.
ThewonderfulplainsofBagan(alsoknownasPagan1),withitsricharchaeologicalzone,shows
thereligiousdevotionofMyanmarrulersandpeopleovercenturies.Baganhasmorethan2,000
temples,stupasandpagoda.ItsufferedthebigearthquakeofJuly1975andmorerecentlyanother
inAugust2016.

ThebookThiri Rama(GreatRama)offersauniqueversion,illustratedone,oftheRamayana
storyinMyanmar.Itwaswrittenforcourtperformance.ThefirstpictorialevidenceoftheRamayana
knowninMyanmarisfromtheearlyBaganperiod.ThisIndianepiccametoMyanmarthroughHindu
tradersandmerchantsthatcreatedcommunitiesinthecountry,especiallyinMonstateinLower
Myanmar.MonpeoplefromLowerMyanmarorIndiansorbothcontributedthediffusionthrough
oraltraditionoftheRamayanastoryinBagan(Pagan)fromtheeleventhtothethirteenthcenturies.
TheRamayanastorycanbefound,forexample,inbeautifulandrichplaquesatAnandatemplein
Bagan.Thistemplewasbuiltin1105ADduringthereignofKingKyanzittha(1084–1113).

ThenarrativetellsthestoryofaconflictbetweentheGood–representedbyRana,Sita,Lakhana,
Hanumanandthemonks-andtheEvil–representedbyDathagiriandtheogres.Thestoryendswith
theGooddefeatingtheEvil.MyanmarRamayanacanbeenjoyedasanarrativetaleinproseand
poetry,asroyalcourtdramaandalsoinpaintedfrescoes,woodencarvingsandstonesculptures.

ThebookalsoincludesessaysonthehistoryandtraditiononRamayanainMyanmar,detailed
descriptionsofcostumesandmasksofthemaincharactersintheMyanmarRamayana(Dathagiri,
Rama,Lakkhana,Sita,Hanuman,Bodaw),analysisoftheculturalcontext,theThaiinfluenceaswell
asthestoryofcourtdance.Toenrichthetext,thebookincludesbeautifulillustrationsandplaques
oftheThiriRamastory.

Thebookwillbeofinteresttoscholars,researchersandstudentsofSouthandSoutheastAsian
art,arthistory,culture,literatureandtheatre.
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ENDNOTES

1 Fromthe9thtothe13thecentury,BaganwasthecapitaloftheKingdomofPagan.Thiskingdomwas
thefirstonetounifytheterritorythatisnowMyanmarandestablishTheravadaBuddhism


