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Newgenerationconsumersaregrowingmoreandmoreawareofenvironmentalprotectionissues.
Thistrendstartedonlyafewdecadesago,andwiththedemandforgreenerproductsandservices
increasing(Gast,Gundolf&Cesinger,2017;Sumathi,Anuradha&Akash,2014),businessesare
payingmoreattentiontothegreeneconomyandsustainabledevelopment.InthebookSustainable 
Entrepreneurship and Investments in the Green Economy,readerswillfindusefulinsightsandsolutions
thatcouldserveasagreatreferenceforcompanystakeholdersnowadays.

Thefirstchapteropensupadiscussionofyoungfirms’sustainability,andprobesintopossible
causeswhichwouldaffectsurvivalratesofacompany.Aftercomparingsurvivalratesofyoung
firmsestablishedintheUSAandEU,andstatisticalanalysisregardingyoungfirmsofvariedsizesin
differentcountriesandindustries,,andwithdifferentleadershipcharacteristics,theauthorconcludes
thatthelackofcorporatereputationistheonlyweaknesscommontoallyoungfirms.Further,the
authorsuggestsyoungfirmsshouldbuildup theircorporate reputationsASAPtostrengthen the
bondsoftrustwiththestakeholdersinordertoprosperoverthelongterm.

Inchapter two, theauthorsexpress theneedofusingfinancial indicators(cost-productivity-
profittrinomial)toassesscompanies’economicperformancesunderthelargercontextofmarket
globalizationandintegration.Twomathematicalmodelsforforecastingbankruptcyareintroduced,
andtheauthorschoseAltman’smodelastooltodemonstratehowZscoreisconstructed.Withclear
calculations,tablesandfiguresthroughoutthechapter,theyidentifythepotentialfinancialgrowth
avenuesinthecaseofarealRomaniancompanyduringandpostcrisisperiod.Sometyposinthe
textandfigurescouldberevisedifasecondeditionisscheduled.

Sustainable Entrepreneurship and 
Investments in the Green Economy
Reviewed by Pei-Di Shen, Institute of General Education, Ming Chuan University, Taipei, Taiwan

Reviewed by Lynne Cheng Hsu, Institute of General Education, Ming Chuan University, Taipei, Taiwan

Reviewed by Ta-Yu Fu, Department of Business Administration, Ming Chuan University, Taipei, Taiwan

Reviewed by Chia-Wen Tsai, Department of Information Management, Ming Chuan University, Taipei, Taiwan



Journal of Cases on Information Technology
Volume 21 • Issue 4 • October-December 2019

63

Inthethirdchapter,authorsintroducetheconceptofIntegratedSustainabilityReports,which
combinesfinancial-social-environmentalaspectstogivestakeholdersaholisticviewofacompany’s
sustainability.Theauthorsalsopresentanexplicitframeworkandillustratehowcompaniescould
bemeasuredfromeconomic,socialandenvironmentalperspectives.Stakeholders’concernsabout
thecompanyarebroadenedbyarecentpubliccrisis,suchasascandalinvolvingVolkswagengroup;
thusevaluationofecologicalfootprintandsocialsensitivity(publicopinion)arebecomingrelevant
forinvestors.OfparticularinteresttoreadersofJournal of Cases on Information Technology(JCIT),
sustainabilitycouldbepositivelyassociatedwithgreenITinvestment(Khuntia,Saldanha,Mithas,&
Sambamurthy,2017).Itisimportanttorecognizethat21stcenturyistheageofInformationTechnology
Revolution,variousapproachessuchasGreenComputingshouldbeconsideredasmeasurestosave
environmentfrommoreharmfulimpact(Kesswani&Jain,2015).

Theauthorsinthenextchapterpresentaninterestingmodelregardingsustainabilityofglobal
feeding.Afterlistingthedownsidesofthenon-vegetarianfoodindustry,alongwiththemeritsof
veganfoodsustainability,theyusetwocompanies:MuscleofWheat(vegetarian)andMcDonald’s
(non-vegetarian)asexamples in theirgame theorymodel.With theassumption that twoplayers
wouldalign,elaborateequationsofthegamemodelareunfoldedtodemonstrateapossiblewin-win
solutionforallplayers in themarket.Theauthorscall forcooperationbetweenfoodenterprises,
thattheyshouldnotfightwitheachotherovermarketshare,butshouldcooperatetoachievethe
maximumcollectivegood.

Inchapterfive,theauthorbringsupthesubjectofhowtoelevateanorganization’smotivation
todevelopandimplementstrategiesandregulationsforenvironmentalprotection.Sherevealsnot
onlythepollutionproblemsregardinge-wasteandCO2emissions,butalsotheconcernsabout
energyconsumptionandtransportation.Startingfromaliteraturereview,tablesofcomparison
showthedifferencesbetweengreenISandgreenITintheopinionofthementionedauthors.
A model called Agile Development Life-cycle with a detailed description for each stage of
development,plusanexplicittableofenterprisesustainabilityinthecontextofgreenISadoption,
isintroducedforbetterunderstanding.

TheauthorsinthesixthchapterpresenttheirfindingsregardingwastemanagementinItalyand
itsroleingreeneconomyfromabusinessperformanceviewpoint.Arepresentativesampleof386
Italianretrievalandrecyclingcompaniesisselectedforregressionanalysisonwastebusiness,and
hypotheses aredevelopedaccording to localization, company size, shareholders, andaging.The
authorslistafewlimitationsofthestudyandarguethatthestatisticalresultsshowtheexistenceofa
linkbetweenperformanceandsize,yettheBetavaluealsoindicatesthatascompanysizeincreases,
theperformanceleveldecreases.

In chapter seven, the authorpresent concernsofgreenmarketing in the cosmetics industry.
Starting from a historical view of this massive industry, the author depicts how the concept of
sustainabilityhasgraduallybecomethenewtrendnowadaysandlistsseveralcrucialreasonsforthe
cosmeticsindustrytoconsiderchoosingagreener,morenaturalandsustainableproductioncycle.
Consumersarebecomingmoreknowledgeableandhighlyeducated,andnewgenerationsdemand
saferandgreenerproductsfordailyuse.Therefore,cosmeticscompaniesshouldseizethechanceto
capitalizeonthisgrowingnichemarketandspreadawarenessoftheimportanceofgreenmarketing.

With increasing traffic in the sky, and growing concerns about the pollution generated by
airportsandtheirsurroundingfacilities,theauthorsofchaptereightproposeasystematicframework
toidentifyoptimalproceduresandmethodstoevaluatetheeffectivenessofmeasuresevenbefore
actuallyimplementingtheminairports.BolognaAirportispresentedforcaseanalysistoshowhow
environmental impactssuchasgreenhousegases,noiseandlandconsumptioncouldbereduced.
Airportmanagementcouldseekfeasiblesolutionsfromtheeconomicpointofviewwhilepromoting
sustainabledevelopmentfortheairtransportationindustry.
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Inthelastchapter,theauthorsfocusontheissueofsustainabilityinagriculturebyintroducing
thebenefitsingrowingcovercrops.Theylistthepositiveeffectsonsoil,atmosphereandwaterafter
implementingthesemeasures,andpresentseveralcasestudieswithvividphotostoillustratehow
differentcovercropscouldhelpfarmersimprovetheirsituationbothfinanciallyandenvironmentally.

Overall,thisbookpresentsalucidframeworkforreaderstounderstandtheconceptofsustainable
development in recentyearswithindifferent industries, spanning from food,waste retrieval and
recycling,transportation,tocosmeticsandagriculture.Itprovideshistoricalviews,currentsituations
withfinancialanalysis,andinnovativeentrepreneurialsolutionsforachievingasustainableeconomic
model.Itisalsoclearthatgoinggreenisessentialforinformationtechnologysystemitself,forthere
arealreadycasesreportingpositiveresultswithgreeninformationtechnologysystems(Bai,Kusi-
Sarpong&Sarkis,2017;Hernandez,2018).Itwouldbemorepersuasiveiftheseexcitingcasesof
thegreenITapproachesareincludedforfutureedition,sothatstakeholdersmaybeencouragedto
makemoreadjustmentsfortheeverchangingworld.
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