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Asthetitleimplies,“Student-DrivenLearningStrategiesforthe21stCenturyClassroom”focuses
onstudent-drivenlearning(SDL)strategiesandtechnology-enhancedlearningenvironmentsand
tools(Garcia,Falkner,&Vivian,2018;Myers,Hojjat,Miller,Bruer,&Ferrone,2018).Watkins
(2009)describesSDLusingthemetaphor“putthelearnersindriver’sseat”,whichentailsplanning,
monitoringandreflectingduringlearningprocess.Withtechnology’srapiditeration,thedemand
for talent is constantly changing (Kori, Pedaste, Leijen, & Mäeots, 2014), making co-learners
outofbothteachersandstudentsinthe21stcentury.Inordertocultivatestudents’creativityand
communication,problem-solving,andself-directedlearningskills,studentsmustbestimulatedand
encouraged throughout the learningprocess (Baeten,Kyndt,Struyven,&Dochy,2010;Boelens,
Wever,&Voet,2017;Myersetal.,2018;Rahimi,vandenBerg,&Veen,2015).Targetinghigher
educationadministrators,educators,andrelatedresearchers,thisbookprovidesacollectionofSDL
conceptsandpracticesfromvariouscountriesandregions.Thedesignofthebookconsistsof22
chapterswhicharegroupedintothreemainsections:ParametersfortheDesignofSDL;Strategies
andApproachesinSDL;andSupportingSDL.

Thefirstsection,entitled“ParametersfortheDesignofSDL,”iscomprisedoffourchapters.
Chapter1introducesthebackgroundandrationalethataffectthedevelopmentofSDLstrategies.
Thearticledescribes teachersandstudentsasco-learners.Teachers learnhow topromotemeta-
learning.Studentssitting“inthedriver’sseat”areresponsiblefortheirownlearningandconstruct
knowledgebyinteractingwiththeirpeersandtheenvironment.InChapter2,Scott-Webberargues
that thecurrentclassroomdesign thathasbeenused for5000yearshinders thedevelopmentof
activelearning.Hebelievesthatdensity,flexibility,technology,andotherstudent-centeredfactors
shouldbeconsideredinthedesignofnextgenerationlearningspaces.Hearguesthatthelearning
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spaceprovidesbehaviorcuesandimpactsstudentengagementthemost,andthatanEvidence-Based
Designed(EBD)classroomcanoffermetrics“proof”ofstudentengagement.Heprovidesachecklist
forlearningspaceneedstoallstakeholders.Chapter3explorestheeffectsofreflectivelearningon
shapingteacherpersonalities.Reflectiononlearningnotonlypromotesthegrowthofintellect,but
alsoenhancesprofessionalidentity.Intheprocessofreflection,teachersreconstructanddefinetheir
rolesbasedonsocialexpectationsandidealsandbecometeacherswhoareabletorespondmore
diverselytoprofessionalneeds.Chapter4focusesonteamworkcapabilitiesbasedonSTEMeducation.
Aneffectivestudentteamcansolvecomplexproblemsandinnovatethroughlearning,collaboration,
communication,andcreativity.However,notmanystudiesexistforhowtoeffectivelyimprovethe
literacyandskillsofstudentteams.Futureresearchisdirectedtowardhowtodeveloppsychological
securityamongteammembersandhowtoeffectivelydevelopproject-basedortask-basedteamwork
skillsinstudentandteacherteams.

Thesecondsectioncontains14chaptersthatfocusonpedagogicalapproachesandstrategies,
technologyuse,andSDLtools.Chapter5investigatesstudenttimemanagementstrategiesinblended
learning,includingplanning,monitoring,andevaluation.Theauthorsreportthatallthesefactors
contributesignificantly to timemanagement,and thatevaluationplaysamajor role inachieving
effective time management. Chapter 6 provides a conceptual and practical overview of various
innovativesmallgrouplearningpedagogiesinSTEMclassroomsincludingProblem-BasedLearning
(PBL), team-based learning, cooperative learning, and Collaborative Learning (CL), and online
learning.Afteranalyzingthebenefitsanddifficultiesofsmallgrouplearning,Chapter6concludesthat
inbothonlineandofflinelearningenvironments,thegroupcooperationlearningmethodcaneffectively
improvestudents’performanceandcontentretentionaswellasstimulatemotivationandattitude.
Chapter7discussesSDLtoolswithinatechnology-enhancedlearningenvironmentthatincludes
PDAs,iPods,LMS,BYODs,andMOOCs.Becauseeventhelatestonlinelearningtoolscontinue
toevolveovertime,Sidhu,Kaur,andChoosuggestthatteachersprovidesupportandfosteraCL
environmenttoallowstudentstoconductcollaborativeonlineinquirylearning.Throughcollaborative
inquiryandPBL,studentsbecomecreativeandself-directedlifelonglearners,maintainingrelevance
andresilienceinachangingglobalenvironment.Throughexhaustiveliteraturereviewandgrounded
theory,Chapter8reflectsontherelationshipbetweenteachingandtechnology.AsanSDLstrategy,
technologycanenhanceastudent’slearningprocessoroutcome,butthereisno“onesizefitsall”
model.ItisachallengeforeducatorstoconsiderallaspectsofTPACK.Taylor’sUniversityisaCL
environmentinMalaysia,andChapter9reviewstheirimplementationoftheX_SpaceProjectto
promotegreaterinteractivityandparticipativelearning.Fromstudentfeedback,itcanbeconcluded
thatthelearningmethodsappliedintheX_Spaceprojectcanimprovelearningefficiencyandstimulate
interestinlearning.Chapter10introducesacasestudyofeducationalreformlaunchedbyCaribbean
governments.AfteranalyzingeducationmismatchesinCaribbeanclassrooms,theauthorsdescribe
thechallengingtransitionfromteacher-centeredlearningtostudent-centeredlearningpedagogies,
includingCL,activelearning,andtheinfusionoftechnologiesintophysicalandvirtuallearning
spaces.Tobestenablelearners,Chapter11continuesbyintroducingasuccessfulcasestudyabout
thePeerAssistedStudySessions(PASS)programontheMonashMalaysiacampus,whichenhances
thelearningexperienceby“helpingstudentswithdifficultfirstyearsubjects.”Theresultsrevealthat
thePASSprogramcancontributetostudentsuccessinhigh-riskcoursesandhelpthembuildand
maintainresponsibilityinlearning.

Chapter12presentsanewteachingmethodcalledservicelearning,whichisrootedinexperiential
learning theory. The experimental study provides evidence that service learning can effectively
eliminatestudents’negativeattitudesandperceptionstowardpersonswithdisabilitiesandpromote
aninclusivesocietyinMalaysia.Chapter13criticallyquestionstherelationshipbetweenteaching
andlearningintraditionalblendedlearningfromaconceptualperspective.Froma“carpediem”
perspective,Goodchildconductsapedagogicalredesignofblendedlearning.Heemphasizesthata
well-designed,purposefulblendedlearningapproachshouldconsiderthelearnerexperiencearound
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learningspaceswiththeaimofenhancingengagement,SDL,andeffectiveuseoflearningresources
andtime.Chapter14examinesanewpartnershipbetweenthedoctorofbusinessadministrationand
thetraditionaldoctoraldegreeprogram.Theimplementationofdifferentformsofbusinessdoctoral
educationhelpscultivatehigh-qualitybusinessscience talentsandoutputexpertswhocansolve
practicalproblemsforthesocialbusinessenvironment.Chapter15explorescreativeinquiry,which
isanactivelearningstrategy.Empiricalresearchshowsthatcontemplativereadinghelpscultivate
creativeinquiryforundergraduateeconomicsstudents.Integratingoneselfintothelearningspace
helpsadapttotheabnormalstateofthe21stcenturycontext.Sincestudentparticipationisinfluenced
bythedifferencesbetweennationalandtargetlanguageculturesinforeignlanguagelearning,Chapter
16proposesat-MALLintegratedmodeltomotivateMalaysianstudentparticipationintheFrench
classroom.Theresultsrevealthatstudentachievementsintermsofengagement,copingstrategies,
andproficiencyareencouraging.Chapter17presentsthe“TeensforLiteracy”programinSavannah
USA,whichprovidesaliteracyforumformiddleschoolstudentstopromoteliteracyamongtheirpeers
andthecommunity.Thestudent-generatedliteracyinitiativesincludeplayvignettes,authorvisits,
launchingschoolnewspapers,poetryinitiatives,“ReadingBuddy”partnerships,andshadowingdays
onthecollegecampus.Theresultsshowthatthestudentsaremotivatedandalmostallstakeholders
expressedtheirexcitementabouttheliteracyprogram,includingteachers,students,counselors,parents,
anduniversityadministrators.InChapter18,undergraduatestudentsoftheUKadoptCorporaas
aself-directedlearningtoolinEnglishforSpecialPurpose(ESP)courses.Despitesomestudents
complainaboutthecomplexityofDIYcorporacreationandcompilation,mostofthestudentshave
apositiveattitudeaboutit.Futurestudiesshouldincludedesigningmorespecifictestingandtaking
learnercharacteristicssuchasdegreelevel,languageproficiency,andlearningstylesintoconsideration.

ThethirdsectionconsistsoffourchaptersthataimtosupportSDL.Chapter19examinesfaculty
conceptionsof teachingand thepossible relationshipbetweenconceptionsof teachingandSDL
pedagogies.Qualitativeanalysisofinterviewsdividesteachingconceptionsofintosevencategories
fromAtoFthatcorrespondtothreelevels:knowledgeoriented(lower-levelconceptions),middle
level,andcompetencyoriented(higher-levelconceptions).Becausefacultyconceptionsofteaching
haveaprofoundimpactonstudentlearningintheshortterm,providingteacherswithpropersupport
andtrainingisagoodchoiceformostuniversities.However,inthelongterm,furtherimprovements
call foracultural shift from teacher-driven to student-drivenapproaches.Chapter20proposesa
cognitiveapprenticeshipmethodinlawteaching.Theauthorscomparedseveraltraditionalmethods
ofteachinglaw,includingthelecturemethod,theSocraticmethod,andthecasemethod.Theyfound
that traditionalmethodsmerely impart lawknowledge to studentswithout igniting thecognitive
skillsthatalawyerneeds.InChapter21,Djoubencouragesteacherstodevelopstudents’reflection,
collaboration,andcreativitybyintegratingproblem-solving,self-assessment,andpeerassessment
intothelearning.Itcannotbedeniedthatthechangeineducationalcultureorshiftinparadigmfrom
teacher-centeredclassroomstoSDLrequiresinstitutionalandpolicymakersupport.Facingtheglobal
threatofgraduateunemployment,thelastchapteremphasizesanewskillformeeting21stcentury
trendsinthelabormarket:theabilitytoforecastcareertrends.Thisskillcomposedoffoursub-skills:
perceptionofcareerdesire;knowledgeofspecializationchanges;recognitionofcareeraspects;and
inventionofservicemethods.

Insummary,thisbookcollectsawiderangeofstudiesonSDLfromconcepttopractice,andfrom
multiplecountriesandregions.Thebook’sstrengthsareinternationalandcross-cultural,providingvarious
SDLstrategies,approaches,educationaltechnologies,physicalandvirtuallearningspaces, tools,and
interestingcaseswithindifferentculturalcontexts.Inadditiontoredesigningandredefiningclassrooms,
teacherroles,andfacultyteachingconceptions,therepresentativeSDLtopicsinthisbookincludereflective
learning,CL,thePASSprogram,servicelearning,creativeinquiry,TeensforLiteracyprogram,cognitive
apprenticeshipmethod,andskillofforecastingcareertrends,amongothers.Unfortunately,thisbookdoes
notincludeenougharticlesonSDLsupport.Itisrecommendedthatthenexteditionincludemorearticles
onSDLsupportfromvariouscountriesandregions(Biddix,Chung,&Park,2015).
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