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Forspecialistsandcolleaguesofallpunditsoneofthemostworrisomeaspectsofterrorismassociates
toamuchdeepermoralconnotation.Theattackstonon-combatantsoftenviolatethelawsofwar.
Non-combatantsarenotconsidereddirecttargetsinthebattlegroundbutassomeexpertsagree,there
arecollateraldamages.Theparadoxofterrorismmaybeverywellexplainedfollowingthisaxiom:
thoughtheconsiderablefinancialinvestmentofgovernmentalagenciestoenhancesecurity,lessis
knownofterrorismasanobjectofstudy.Thishappensnotonlybecausethedisciplinewentthrougha
methodologicalfragmentationbutalsotheriseofaprocessofdemonizationwhichdefinedterrorism
asacrimeagainsthumanity.Thosefieldworkerswhoareincontactwithterroristcellsarepressedto
revealtheirinformationalsources.(Howie,2012;Stampnitzky,2013;Korstanje,2017).

In this context, Kieran McConaghy presents amore than interesting book which is entitled
Terrorism and the State.Bytoyingwiththebeliefthatsocialscientistsshouldcooperatetogetan
all-pervadingmodel,hearguesconvincinglythatthemeaningofterrorismvariesaccordingtoculture
andtime.Inthefirstthreechapters,heexaminesthedifferentreactionsofgovernmentstoterrorism.
Thisbegsamorethanpungentquestion:ishistoryavalidinstrumenttounderstandterrorism?

WhilethefirstchaptersignalstotheattemptsoftheSpanishstatetosuffocatetheBasqueGuerrilla,
thesecondreferstothemilitary-basedinterventionofFranceinAlgeria.Thethirdoneisreservedfor
thecomplexinterplaybetweentheBritishstateandIRA.Instead,thesecondpartofthebook,which
isformedbyfourchapters,explainsin-depththeover-exaggerationinthecounter-terrorismpolicies
atthesametimetheinter-governmentalcooperationisignored.Oneofthegoalsofthiseditorial
project,asMcConaghyadheres,associatestounderstandtheemotionalreactionsofstatesaswell
asthenecessarystepstoavoidapopulistdemandinthefieldsofsecurity.Inthequestofazero-risk
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society,thestatefailstoresolveallcitizens´demands.Tosomeextent,thepoliciesandsecurity-related
programswidelydesignedbytheauthoritiesdonotsucceedinthestruggleagainstterrorism.The
factisthatthereislittleinformationavailablethatimprovethedecision-makingprocessincontexts
ofemergencyorbeforeanimminentterroristattackwithoutmentioningthelackofunderstanding
onthepsychologicalreasonsthatmotivateterroristtokillinnocentpeople.

Toputthisinotherterms,tostruggleagainstterrorism,specialistsshouldconvenewhatterrorism
is.McConaghydepartsfromtheneedsofcomparingdifferentstudy-cases(asobjects)toprovide
empirical-basisexplanationsthatconfrontthestereotypesofpopularopinionorwiththedominant
narrativescirculatinginthemedia.Insodoing,hedatesbacktoterrorismasapoliticalissueemerged
justafterthemidoftwentiethcentury.Thehistoryofthetwentiethcenturyshowshowthecounter-
terrorismpoliciesoriginallydesignedandimplementedtoreducepoliticalviolencerecreatedthe
borders to theriseofnewneo-romanticdiscoursesaimedatradicalizingsomeminorities.Ashe
putsit,historiansarewell-familiarizedaboutthepoliticalbackgroundoftheUK,FranceandSpain
aswellastheirdifferentpoliticalcosmologies.WhiletheUKevincedsomepoliticalstability,Spain
wastornbetweenauthoritariangovernmentsandtemporaldemocracies.ThecaseofFranceseemsto
beprettydifferent.Thecountryfacedseriouschallengeswhichcertainlyplaceditspoliticalsystem
injeopardy.Althoughindifferentconditions,ETAandIRAlookedforsometerritorialsegregation,
whereastheAlgerianguerrillaclaimedtotheliberationofthecountryfromanoccupyingforce.
IRA,needlesstosay,constructedtoagreatIrishallegory(dream)whichissymbolicallyopposedto
theAnglo-Saxons’culture.Stillfurther,theviolenceinAlgeriawasgreaterthanintheUKorSpain.
Thisbook,readerswhowanttobuyitwillsee,concentrateseffortsindescribingthecontradictions
and limitationsofcounter-terrorismagenda in theUS today.Thenation-stateoccupiesacentral
positionintheconstellationsofmodernpolitics,sotospeak,inthehomelandsecurity.Thefigure
ofthenation-stateshouldprotectcitizensfromanyexternalthreat.InHobbesianterms,Lay-people
delegatethetemporalauthoritiestothestatetoprotectthem,makingeverything–withinthelimits
ofConstitution-whatshouldbedone.However,thisconceptionwhichwasoriginallythoughtinthe
formercenturiesshouldatleastre-considered.Forsomereason,thefigureofthestatehaschanged
inthethresholdoftime.Thechaptersintegratingthisbookgivesaclearinsightintohistoryasavalid
instrumenttounderstandthatthereisnothinglikenewandoldterrorism.

Asthepreviousargumentisgiven,criticalterrorismstudiesamplyshowednotonlytheconceptual
limitationsofstate-sponsoredpoliciesbutalsounearthedthehistoryofterrorismasanefficienttoolkit
tounpackthearchivedstories.Asperipheralvoicesrelegatedfromtheknowledge-production,which
ismonopolizedbythestate,thesearchived storygivesaclearresponsetotheneoliberalnarrative,
aswellasthehumanrightviolationscommittedbystatesinthenameofsecurity.Thearchiving
method,ashecallstheattention,allowscomparativemodelshelpingtounitethefragmentedpieces
intoacoherentandall-encompassingconceptualcorpus.Afterall,terrorismshouldbedefinedas
asubfieldofpoliticalviolenceinvolvingavastrangeofactions,targetsandaudiences.Whatlays
beyondterrorismistheneedsofinstillingterrortocreatepoliticalinstability.

Atleastforthisreviewer,oneofthemostvaluablemeritsofthepresentbookrelatestodebate
terrorismasanactofpoliticalviolencewherebothparts(thestateandtheinsurgents)impedeagenuine
dialogue.Inthisway,theescalationofviolenceisoftenaccompaniedbyover-reactions–headedbythe
state-thatviolatestheindividualhumanrights.Itissafetosaythatterrorismshouldbecontemplated
assomethingmorecomplexthananactofstate,orfromaprivategroup.Thehistoryofterrorism
revealstwoimportantassumptions.Ononehand,eachcaseshouldbeanalyzedincomparisontoits
background.Onanother,thearchivemethodallowsmorecoherentmodelstounderstandemotional-
basedpoliciesthatleadinvariablytowardsethnocentrismandfear.
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