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Book Review

Astechnologyadvancementsininformationandcommunicationtechnology(ICT)sparknumerous
possibilitiesinlearningenvironments,andtransformclassroomsfrome-learningenvironmentstoa
smartlearningenvironments(SLEs)(Peng,Ma,&Spector,2019),theneedforreshapingstudents’
learningbehaviorsandteachers’teachingmethodsaregettingmoreattention(Kinshuket al.,2016;
Thomas,Parsons,&Whitcombe,2019).Inlightofthissituation,editorsofthebook“CasesonSmart
LearningEnvironments”gatherintriguingcasesfromaroundtheworldtohelpreadersfullyexplore
thepossibilitiesofSLEsunderdifferentcircumstancesandresources.Thisbookisdividedintothree
sections:SLEsforLearners,SLEsforEducatorsandStakeholders,andSLEsforTransformational
LearningSpaces.

Sectionone,acollectionofsevenarticleswhichfocusonlearners,depictsthevariousdevelopment
ofInformationandCommunicationTechnologyappliedindifferentpartsof theworld,spanning
fromArabianPeninsula,AfricatotheislandsoftheCaribbean.Forinstance,onechaptermentions
buildingmobilephoneapps for students toexperiencevirtual field trips (VFTs)andaugmented
realityfieldtrips(ARFTs);anothercasedescribestheeffectofapplyingaseriesofmobileappsfor
digitalstorytellinginmediacourses.Alsoincludedarestudiesoneducatorsdesigningonlinetools
suchasinteractivegame-basedsystem,findingsuitablelearningmodelsforspecificlearners,and
applyingroboticsasapartofdisruptioninnovationtodevelopstudents’STEMcapabilities.Allof
thesearereal-lifeimplementationsofSLEinvariouslearninginstitutionsandlearningenvironments.

Whilethefirstsectionfocusesonlearners,inthesecondsection,thespotlightfallsoneducators
andstakeholders.Teachers’perspectivesregardingtheirtrainingprocessande-lessonsore-content
arereviewed,aswellastheirproficiencyinusingsmartdevicesandtools.Thechangingroleofthe
teacherinSLEisalsodiscussed;forexample,theauthorinchaptertensuggeststhatasupervising
teachercouldplaynotonlythetutorrole,butalsoserveasmoderatorandcooperatorthroughout
thesmarteventsinlearningprocess.Otherelementssuchasmicro-courses,immersiveexperiences,
participationinsocialnetworking,rewardandrecommendationsystem,andlearninganalytics,along
with tools thatcouldbeofservice to thenewgenerationof teachers,arealsofocusedonin this
section.Aninterestingnoteisthatintheopeningchapterofthissection,theauthorscontributingto
thisbookareaskedtoshareopinionsaboutthekeysalongwithitsimportanceineachwork.Fromthe
characteristicsprovidedbyauthors(suchasseamlessness,dynamic,social,customized,generative,
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guided, expressive, etc.), readers couldbetterunderstand the frameworkofhowSLEsarebeing
implementedinreallife.

Section three, titled SLEs for Transformational Learning Spaces, turns readers’ focus from
educational institutions to the library.Authorspropose thatmodern librariescouldbroadentheir
services and space design to accommodate changes in technology and pedagogical concepts. If
librariescouldbeapartoflearners’lifestyle,learnerscouldbenefitfrombothformalandinformal
educationalinstitutionsthroughamoresystematiccollaboration.Inthissection,thecaseregarding
CabotLibraryatHarvardstandsout.Aftergoingthroughrenovation,theconceptsofSLEaredirectly
realizedbyadapting to learnerneedsandretainingflexibility topromoteeffective learning.The
buildingnotonlycontainsallsortsofdisplayequipmentandmultimediatools,theseatingandtables
inopenareascanbeeasilyrearrangedtosuitusers’learningpurposes,Thetoolsavailableonsite
(writableglasswall,allkindsofboardsandsmartdevicesthatprovideimmediateinformation)could
sparkmoreinteractionandbrainstormingamonggroupmembers.Feedbackfromusersstimulates
moreprovocativesuggestionsthatsupportbothinformalandformallearning,alltheseideashave
transformedalibraryfromitstraditionalroletoaplatformforautomatedinteractions.Also,inthe
lastchapter,authorsintroduceasignificantelementinSLEscalledOpenLearnerModels(OLMs).
Thismakesuptheon-the-gomentoringaspectofSLE,forOLMsareaimedtoimprovelearners’self-
reflectionandself-regulatedlearningbyallowingfordiverselearningdatatobeaccessed,visualized
andacknowledgedbythelearnersorotherstakeholders.

SLEs are more than just a simple application of ICT devices; they are the combination of
technologyandpedagogy,wherelearners,educatorsandotherstakeholderscouldparticipateactively
(Kinshuket al.,2016).ThepurposeoftheseSLEmeasuresistodeveloplearners’abilitiesinanalyzing
and solvingproblems, andalso tonurture their self-esteemand interpersonal relationship skills,
andeventuallyimprovingstudents’learningoutcomes.Withthisaim,eacharticlechosenforthis
bookservesaspreciousevidencewitnessingtheeffortsmadebySLEparticipants.Theencouraging
feedbackandsurveysincludedthisbookmakesreaderswanttoseemoreinspiringSLEexamples
fromotherpartsoftheworld,suchasthoseinAsia,whereeducationistakenveryseriously.Asa
suggestionforafutureedition,thebookeditorsshouldconsiderthatscholarsinAsiancountriesmust
havemuchtooffertodifferentdimensionsofSLE.
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