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Book Review

Thiscollectionofessaysonplanningtheory,editedbyMichaelGunder,AliMadanipourandVanessa
Watson,offersnewinsightsonthecontinuallychangingfieldofplanningtheory.Thebookoffersa
broadviewofdifferentperspectivesonplanningtheory,thedifferenttheories,itsvalues,theknowledge
eachbringsinandthepracticesassociatedwitheachofthedifferentcurrentperspectives,aswellas
abroadviewoftheneworemergingexplorationsinplanningtheory.Takentogetherthiscollection
ofessaysprovidesnotonlyasnapshotofcurrentperspectiveswithinplanning theorybutalsoa
glimpseofanumberofpossibleemergingnewtrajectories.Ithelpstounderstandhowplanningand
itsdifferentpracticesfunction,andhowtheycontinuouslychange,overtimeandaccordingtoplace.

Thebookisorganizedintothreepartsandhas26chapters.Thefirstpart(‘ContemporaryPlanning
Practices’,p.13-66)hasfourchaptersanddealswiththecurrentstateofthediversepracticesof
planning,illustratinghowplanningiscurrentlypracticed.Thissectionofferscriticalobservations
onthesediversecontemporarypracticesofplanning,exploringtheoriesofspatialplanning,strategic
planning,smartgrowthandenvironmentalplanning.Whilespatialplanningemergesasthedominant
paradigminthelastdecades,ithasbeenseenandconceivedindifferentwaysasisshowninchapter
2.Thestrategicnatureofplanningisalsoexploredinthispart,aswellastheparadigmofsmart
urbangrowthanditsmultiplemeanings,andthegrowingimportanceofenvironmentalplanning.

The followingsection (‘HowMeaning/ValuesareConstructed inPlanning’,p.67-233),with
13chapters,thelargestofthethreeparts,discussesthenotionofpublicinterest,planningethics,
communicative planning, neo-liberal planning, neo-pragmatist planning theory, social justice,
grassrootsofplanning,dilemmasofdiversity,newmeanings,postpolitics,power,governmentality,
and governance. The contributions in this section shed new light on how meanings and values
areconstructed inplanning.Chapterafterchapter in thissectionquestionsand interrogates long
held concepts, such as those of public interest, value-free knowledge, technocratic expertise,
entrepreneurialism, socialknowledge, theproceduralnatureofplanning, right to thecity,or the
questfordiversity,amongothers,proposinginsomecasesthereconstructionofconceptsunderthe
conditionsbroughtaboutbynewcircumstances.
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Thethirdandlastpart(‘Networks,Flows,RelationshipsandInstitutions’,p.234-350),with9
chapters,theorizesthecurrentandemergingstructuresandfunctions-networks,flows,relationships,
andinstitutions-thatarepresentinplanning.Thesechaptersanalysetheoriesofgovernance,new
institutionalism,agonism,insurgency,conflict,actornetworks,complexity,assemblageandbecoming.
Eachofthesenarrativesemergedanddevelopedinresponsetochangesthatoccurredindifferent
timesandplaces.Itisthecase,forinstance,ofthewithdrawoftheStatefromnumerousactivities
thatmarkedthegoldperiodofthewelfarestateindevelopedcountries,whichleadtoitssubstitution
bynon-governmental actors.This newcondition - fragmentedgovernance - required theoretical
analysisinalldisciplinesdealingwithpublicpolicyandthereforealsoinplanning.Otherchanges
thatoccurred in the lastdecades ledmoreover to theneedofenquiryand theoreticaldiscussion
whichhasbeenonthebasisoftheemergenceanddevelopmentofnewnarrativeswrittenfromthese
differentperspectives.Itisaboutthishighlydiversifiedprocessandperspectivesthatthe9chapters
ofthislastsectionofthebookdealwith.

Insum,MichaelGunder,AliMadanipourandVanessaWatsoneditedacollectionofessaysthat
shedsnewlightonthehighlycomplexfieldofplanningtheories,values,andpractices,andwhich
willcertainlyserveasthebasisfortheteachingofplanningtheoryinadvancedplanningprogrammes.
Throughthisquestioning,thehandbookcontributestoabetterunderstandingofdifferentnarratives
aboutplanning,addingthereforenewperspectivesthatgobeyondthedominantplanningculture.For
thereadersoftheInternationalJournalofE-PlanningResearchandforallthoseworkinginthefield
ofurbane-planning,theRoutledgeHandbookofPlanningTheoryoffersawell-informedaccountof
theoriesintheplanningdiscipline,seenasnarrativestoldfromdifferentperspectives.

Thediscussionfoundinthesechaptersarevaluableinputsfortheexplorationoftheoriesand
valuesembeddedinUrbane-Planningpractices,whichmayhelptochallengethemovetowardsneo-
positivismandtoformsofneo-technocracythatseemstobeemerginginUrbane-Planningpractices,
inassociationwiththeincreasinglyextensiveuseofinformationandcommunicationtechnologiesin
planning.Theknowledgeofthedifferenttheoreticalperspectivesornarrativesthathavemarkedthe
practiceofthediscipline,theproductofparticulartimesandplaces,inbotheducation,researchand
asaprofessionalactivityisthusessentialforthefutureofUrbane-Planning,asitistheknowledge
oftheHistoryofPlanning.

Thisbookisanessentialcontributionforthat,evenifitisnotcompletelycomprehensiveinits
coverageofplanningtheoryauthors,namelyofthosewritingoutsidetheEnglishlanguage.Forallthe
reasonsmentionedbeforethisisabookthatismandatoryreadingforstudents,researchers,scholars,
andplannersinterestedorworkinginthebroadfieldofUrbane-Planning.


