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Book Review

INTRODUCTION

Overtherecentyears,abovealljustafter2001,terrorismsituatedasthemainobjectofstudyfor
politicalscientistsinEnglishspeakingcountries.TheUSandtheUKmonopolizeawholeportion
ofterrorism-relatedpublicationsworldwide.Doubtless,terrorismpositedasagreatchallengefor
theWestaffectingnotonlyitspoliticalinstitutionsbutalsotransformingdailylife(Korstanje2017).
Thiseditorialproject,rather,goesintheoppositedirection.Itdiscussestheresponsestoterrorismin
Non-Westerncountries.Thebookisformedinsixpartsmainlyorganizedtodescribethesituationin
differentgeographicalcontinents.Totalizing18well-versedchapters,thecoveredgeographicalareas
compriseRussiaandcentralAsia(partI),Asia(II),SouthAsia(III),LatinandSouthAmerica(IV),
MiddleEastandNorthAfrica(V)andAfrica(VI).Further,theintroductoryandconcludingchapters
areinchargeoftheeditor,ProfessorMichaelBoyle.TheintroductionholdsthattheUSdeclaration
ofapreventivewarignitedanewstageofterrorwherecounter-terrorismoccupiedacentralposition
inwesternadministrations.Neverthelessthisfact,littleisknownaboutthereactionofNon-Western
countriestostopterrorism.FortheUS,terrorismisconsideredanincorrigiblethreatmainlybased
onideologicalfundamentalismwhichispittedagainstAmericanideals;apartisanpositionwhichis
notsharedbytherestoftheworld,asBoyleadheres.Eachsocietyparticularlyrespondstoterrorism
accordingtoitssocio-historicalbackgroundandidiosyncrasy.
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The first chapter,which is authoredbyKaterinaStepanova, discusses the counter-terrorism
measuresinRussiaandCaucasus.ShetracesbacktotheUS-ledinvasionstoIraqandAfghanistan
as the key factors which facilitated the rise of radicalized cells in post-soviet Russia. Chechen
movementspassedfromethnicseparatismtoradicalizedjihadisminthequestionofdecades.While
Chechenresistanceparadoxicallyadoptedamoreradicalizeddiscourse,itsleadersabandonedthe
group.Atthesametime,Putin´sadministrationspentconsiderablemonetaryresourcestodissuade
theChecheninsurgencytolaydownthearms. Inthesecondchapter,IreneChanpresentsChina´s
legalreformtostruggleagainstterrorismduringXiJinping´sadministration.LiketheRussiancase,
Chinafacedactsofpoliticalturmoilandterrorisminthepastimemainlyassociatedwithclaimsof
separatism.ChineseadministrationsdebatedamongwhatChandubbedasthe three evils basedon
thefearofseparatism,religiousextremism,andviolentterrorism.Iftheseeventsleavealessonfor
China,itremindsusthatthecoordinatedeffortsbyauthoritiestointroducelegalreformationsnever
sufficetoeradicateterrorismwhileavoidinghumanrightviolations.Inconsonancewiththis,Chiyuki
Aoi&Yee-KuangHeng(inthethirdchapter)bringresonatingreflectionsontheJapancase.Per
theirviewpoint,Japan´sreactionstoterrorismvariedaccordingtothreeclear-cutstages.Thefirst
anarchiststatewheremovementswerebasedonseparatistdemands,accompaniedbyasecondstage
characterizedby left-winggroups.Finally,9/11markedJapanbecausemore thandozencitizens
werekilledintheFujiBank.Tosum,JapanalignedtotheAnglo-Americanallianceandthegeneral
policiesfortheWaronTerror.However,Japankeepsoutofanyformal-legalisticcounter-terrorism
program. The fourth chapter, in charge of Kamarulnizam Abdulah & Abdul Aziz, explores the
counter-terrorismlegislationinSouthEastAsia.ThedismantlingofBritishlawintheregionjust
aftertheWWIIendpavedthewaysfortheriseofanewGuerrillawhichconfronteddirectlythe
localgovernments.Inthe60sdecade,theeconomicdifficultiesignitedaclimateofsocialfrustration
anddiscontent insociety.TheBriggs´planreduced thesupport for thecommunistpartiesbut it
resurrectedintheformationofnewIslamicinterpretationsoftheSharia(IslamicLaw).Asaresultof
this,the70sdecadewitnessedthemultiplicationofreligiously-basedmilitantgroups.Thesegroups
graduallycapitalizedthesocialdiscontenttowardsapanIslamicparty.EvanLaksmanaandMichael
Newell(inthefifthchapter)dissectsthereactionofIndonesiainthepost9/11era.BeyondtheAnglo-
Americanalliance,Indonesiareactedaccordingtoitshistoricalcounter-terrorpolicies,whichmeans
astrongfocusoninternalsecuritythreats.Indonesiaexperiencedattemptsofseparationsince1945.
Governmentshistoricallydevotedconsiderableeffortstoplacatinginternalseparatistmovements.
Thepost9/11periodmaterializedalong-dormantstateofcontemporarypoliticalinstabilitywhichis
repressedviolentlybySuharto´sneworder.Doubtless,thiswaspossiblegiventherecentlyorganized
security-sectorreformsinitiatedafterthe9/11andBalibombings.Thispointcaptivatespartiallythe
essenceofthebookandthefollowingbookchapters.TheWWIIendmarksnotonlytheendofthe
BritishEmpirebutalsoanewera,knownastheColdWarwheretheUSandSovietUnionrivalled.
Accordingtothis,newlyindependentstates(inAsia)strugglewithlocalradicalizedgroupstokeep
order.Thisstateofpoliticalinstabilityconditionstheefficacyandevolutionofgovernmentswith
dealwithaninternalenemy.The9/11andthesuccessiveWaronTerror,farfromplacatingthese
internaltensions,greasetherailsofthearmymachinewhichstartswithunilateralcounter-terrorism
programs,mostofthemevenviolatingbasicrights.Thisappearstobethecaseofthesixth,seventh,
eighthandninthchapterswhichdescribethecaseofIndia(RashmirSingh),Pakistan(Muhammad
Feyyaz), Brazil (Jorge Lasmar) and Colombia (Oscar Palma). In all these study cases the same
common-threadargumentationremains.StatesadoptsenthusiasticallyWashington´scounter-terrorism
programtoeradicatewhattheydubbedas“thehypothesisoftheinternalenemy”.Thiswasnotthe
caseofAlgeriadocumentedinthetenthchapterbyGeorgeJoffé.Algeriawentthroughabloodycivil
warwhichproducedevenafter9/11low-levelresidualterrorism. 

Therestofthebook,orchestratedintheeleventh,twelfth,thirteenth,fourteenthandfifteenth
chapters,dissectdifferentexamplesthatdescribehownon-Westernadministrationsdealwithterrorism
intheirrespectivecontexts.Someauthorscointheterm securitocracy torefertotheclosestinteraction
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ofsecurityservices,militaryforcesandeconomicelitewhichplaysasignificantroletokeepthe
legalstatusquo.Lastbutnotleast,thereactionsofAfricancountriesarewell-documentedinthe
sixteenth(JenniferGirouxandMichaelNwankpa),seventeenthandeighteenthchapters.Africa,at
least,showsaninterestingdynamic–probablydifferenttoAsiaorLatinAmerica.Africaallieddirectly
toBush´soriginaldeclarationswhilesolidifyingtheirautocratgovernments.Althoughundemocratic
theseregimeswereeconomicallysuccessful.Byintroducingadiffusingdefinitionofterrorism,these
autocraticleadersimposedsignificanteconomicreformswhilepersecutedsystematicallydetractors
andpoliticalopponentstocementtheirauthorities. 

Ofcourse, as theeditor recognizes, it isveryhard toputdifferent ethnicitiesandhistorical
backgroundsaltogether.Likewise,LatinAmericanotonlyispartoftheWesterncivilizationsimply
becauseSouthAmericainheriteditsculturallegaciesfromSpainandPortugal,twoEuropeancountries,
butalsomysteriouslyIsrael,whichisacountryethnicallypopulatedbycitizensescapingfromEurope,
seemsnottobediscussedinthebookasamainstudy-case.Boyletriestogiveamethodological
answer to this methodological problem, which punctuates the impossibilities to draw what the
Westis.Besides,itisimportanttonotethatsomeAsiancountriesareculturallywell-westernized.
Mostcertainly,Boyleadventuredtostudythecounter-terrorismreactionsaswellaslegalissuesin
countriesbeyondtheinfluenceoftheAnglo-Americanalliance.Thisbegsthequestion:isthebook
titleappropriateforthiscase?

Quiteasidefromtheprobleminvolvingthetitle,inthisfascinatingbook,atthebestforthis
reviewer, Professor Michael Boyle offers a high-quality product which contains multifaceted
viewpointsandstudy-casesthatgiveafulldescriptionaboutthedifferentcounter-terrorismreactions
inNon-Westerncountriesaswellasitslegaldilemmas.Boyle´sbookgoesintwodirections.Onone
hand,undertheauspicesofterrorism,someautocratadministrationsfailnotonlytonormalizethe
situationwhilelayingthefoundationstowardsthedeclineofcheckandbalancepowers.Onanother,
otheradministrationsechothehistoricaldynamicsofearliercivilwars.Inthiscase,countriescontinue
witholdlegalframeworks,sotospeakoriginallyconstitutedinthecolonialperiod,whichfarfrom
solving theproblemaggravates it.Non-WesternResponses toTerrorismsituates asmore thana
pungentbookwhichwillsurelytesttheproofoftime.  
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