


Foreword



Attheveryfirstlinesofthisbookyougetcaughtbythewriters’couragetomentiontherealoppor-
tunitiesandthreatsoftheWorld-WideWeb.Labellingtheproblematicphenomenalikecyberbullying
andplagiarismas“thedarkside”theauthorsshowaffinitywiththeclassicaldramawhereafterthe
expositionanintriguingconflictemergesandthreatenstotakeovertheenthusiasticmindsetofinternet
pioneersforever.Theirstorygoesbeyondtheapocalypseofdystopialikeinmanycurrentcriticalessays
nowadays.Whatisthisbook’soverallmessage?

Intermsoflearningandteachingitsmessageisthatthemagnitudeandchallengeofhigh-quality
distantlearningmaterialwillchangeourcurrentbusinessmodels,andnotatleastthewaystudentswill
beassessedandevaluated;Interactionisnolongeracriticalresource;Learnersneedinvolvementand
attachmenttoreal-lifecases.Teachersfaceataskofbeingmentorandcoach.Universitieswillberanked
totheextenttowhichtheyletstudentsfinishascreativeteamplayersanddedicatedsocietalinnovators.

Theepitomeofthisbookistheunderstandingofsustainableeducation:Itwillbethesituationwhere
thestudentistheownerandattherealcenterofhis/herlearningprocess.Thelearningisseenasan
existentialprocessratherthanacquiringacertificateinitself.

Thisbookishonestandshytomentionwhatmetaphorthelearningsectorwillcalluponitselfnext;
willitbeaprocessofcatharsis:openingupourlatentwishesandfears.Orwillitbeliketakingabathin
thelakeofwisdomandserenethinking?WhileintheearlyepisodeofEnlightenment,theterm“learn-
ingbyheart”pointedtothefactthatgenuinelearningimplies“takethenewknowledgeinyourintimate
mind”(providedthatthehumanmindwassupposedtobeinone’sheartratherthaninthebrains.The
samemetaphoricswivelfrom‘acquiringknowledge’into‘acquiringthefullspiritualimpact’mightlift
off,oncetheweboffersallpotentialviewsandmininghiddenunderstanding.

Finally thisbook launches thepowerofvisual language,avatarsandvirtuality.May it convince
youthatlearningnowadayswillnotpredictwhatweunderstandaslearningintenyearsfromnow;we
willsmiletenderlyifwewatchpicturesfrom2014wherestudentsopentheirtabletsandsmartphone.
Learningin2020willbeimmersiveandubiquitous;eventhetermlearningmaydisappearasitwillbe
partofeverythinginlife:working,playing,sleepingand…dreaming.

Irecommendyoureaditnow.

Piet Kommers 
University of Twenty, The Netherlands & Utrecht State University, The Netherlands
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Piet Kommers is Professor of UNESCO Learning Technologies and built his career as researcher in cognitive and social 
support for communication and education. He instigated European research projects from the early stage of DELTA (1988) 
until this very stage of Horizon 2020. The citations of his more than 150 publications exceed 3000 and reach the h-index of 24. 
He has been keynote speaker in more than 40 international conferences and received guest professorships around the world. 
The International Journal of Web-based Communities and five yearly conferences under the IADIS auspices were initiated and 
chaired by him. He is professor at the University of Twente and Utrecht State University in The Netherlands. He promoted more 
than 20 PhD students and about 160 Master students in the fields of educational paradigms, mobile-, virtual and vicarious 
learning. Since 2001 he is advisor of the UNESCO International Institute for Technology in Education and author of numerous 
Specialized Training Courses and Policy Briefs on Social Media, Mobile Learning and the International Master Course “ICT 
in Teacher Professional Education”. He was consultant delegated by the EU Commission on Internationalization in Higher 
Education in the ASEAN countries.
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