


Foreword



Changes call for innovation, and innovation leads to progress. - Li Keqiang

Theworldconstantlyevolves.Theevolutionhaswitnessedmultifariousformsofinnovationaroundus.
Mobileandwirelesstechnologiesareamongstthemostnotableinventionthathasseenrapiddevelop-
mentinthelastthreedecades.Suchtechnologicaladvancementshavegivenrisetosignificantsocial
phenomenon.Individualsnowadaysdemonstrategreaterdependencyontheuseofmobiledevicesin
theirdailylives.Asevident,in2011,WashingtonPostreportedthatthenumberofcellphonesexceeded
theUSpopulation.Morerecently,PewResearchCenter(2015)foundnearlytwo-thirdsofAmericans
ownasmartphone.Atotalof62%respondentsintheresearchacknowledgedthattheyusedsmartphones
tosearchforinformationontheirhealthcondition.Meanwhile,thebusinessworldexperiencesdistinct
mobilebusinessmodelsandobservesintricatelawsuitsbetweenAppleInc.andSamsungElectronics
ondesignsoftabletsandsmartphones.

Weliveinaninterconnectedworld.Theprogressthatpeopleconstantlydemandandthetechnolo-
giesthatemergeoutofinnovationhavebroughtaboutissuesthatwereinconceivableseveraldecades
ago.CriticalSocio-TechnicalIssuesSurroundingMobileComputingisatimelycompilationofresearch
worksandapivotalreferencepointforbothresearchandpracticeinmobilecomputing.

Thebookisuniqueinthatitrecognizesresearchesinmobilecomputingencompasssocialandtechnical
spheres.Thesocialsphereofthebookacknowledgeschildrenandelderlywithspecialneeds.Concerns
formobilelearners,peoplewithreligiousneedsandpotentialrequirementsforbusinessesexpecting
individuals’mobilepurchasesarewelladdressedinthebook.Thetechnicalsphereofthebookparallels
ongoingtechnologicaldebatesanddevelopmentonmobilesecurity,location-based,assessment,naviga-
tionaid,embeddedsystemand,sensor.

Critical Socio-Technical Issues Surrounding Mobile Computing has endeavoured a reach out to
academicsandpractitionersalike.Itisabalanceofsocialandtechnicalperspectives.Theeditorshave
putinconsiderablygreateffortstoassembleabalancedteamofscholars,researchers,andpractitioners
incoveringbothperspectivesandinconnectingtoacademics,developers,designers,andbusinesses.
Changeandinnovationareinextricablyintertwined.Readerscanexpectthatthebookisasignificant
progressinmobilecomputingresearch.
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