


Foreword



Learningopportunitiesandlearningoutcomeshavebeeninfluencedbythedigitalage.Thedigitalage
allowslearnerstoengageinthepursuitofknowledgeinavarietyofways,rangingfromonlinelearning,
throughtotheaccesstoinformationontheinternetandcollaborationandcommunicationwithother
learnersthroughsocialmedia.Theworldofteachingandlearningisverydifferentfromwhatitwas20
yearsago.Thisvolumeexaminesthemanywaysinwhichteachingandlearninghavebeenchanged.It
providesusnewperspectivesonteachingandlearninginthisnewandsometimesfrighteningworld.

Itwasin2000thatIwasfirstinvitedtoparticipateinonlinelearningatTeachersCollege,Columbia
University.Ihadbeenteachingface-to-facecoursesforTeachersCollegeforafewyearsatthattime,
andIwasintriguedbytheideaofteachingonline,thoughIwasalsoquitenervousabouthowthismight
work.Afteraverybriefintroductiontoonlineteaching,Iwasonmyownwithmynewcourse.The
coursewasontransformativelearning,withwhichIamveryfamiliar,sothecontentwasnoproblem.
But,theformatoftheonlinecoursewasadifferentstory.Ireallyhadnoideahowtosetupthecourse.
Iexperimented.Ifeltfrustratedandlonelyinmyattemptstocreateanonlinecourse.Idon’tmeanto
becriticalofTeachersCollege.Therewashelpavailable,butIreallydidnotevenknowwhattoask.

MyfirstTCcoursestartedinSeptemberof2001.Oneweeklater,weexperiencedwhatisnowknown
as9/11.IwaslivinginCanada,butIlistened,withtherestoftheworld,tothereportsoftheplanes
flyingintotheWorldTradeCenter.MythoughtswereofmyunseenTeachersCollegestudents.And
thisisthewaywestartedourcourse.Iaskedeveryoneiftheyweresafeandtotellthegroupabouttheir
experiences.Iabandonedmy“schedule,”andIwentwiththemoment.

Ithinkthisfirstexperiencewithonlinelearninginformedmywayofteachinginthedigitalage.I
wentontoengagestudentsintheplanningofthecourses,Iinvolvethemintheevaluationoftheirown
learning,andIleavemostofthedecisionsaboutourcoursestothestudents.Itistheirlearning,after
all,anditonlymakessensethattheymakedecisionsaboutit.Iamnotverywellinformedaboutthe
latesttechnologies,and,Imustadmit,Idonotparticipateinsocialmedia.Iliveinaremoteruralarea
ofCanadawherehighspeedinternetisnotavailable.So,inmanyways,Idonotliveinthedigitalage.

But Iam interestedand intriguedby the impactof thedigitalageon learningopportunitiesand
learningoutcomes.Thisiswherethisvolume,theHandbookofResearchonLearningOutcomesand
LearningOutcomes,comesintoplay.Ithinkthisvolumecaninformreaderswhoarein,ornotin,the
digitalage.IfIcanlearnfromthechaptersinthevolume,whichIhavedone,thenallreaderscandoso.
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University of New Brunswick, Canada 
April 27, 2015
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