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INTRODUCTION TO SUBJECT

Schoolsareundergoingaperiodofrapidchange.Consideronlineinstruction.Withtheadvancement
ofonlinetoolsforinstruction,bothK-12institutionsanduniversitiesareexpandingthewaysofthey
educatestudents.In2012,theNationalCenterforEducationStatisticsreported“Therewereover1.3
millionhighschoolstudentenrollmentsindistanceeducationcoursesin2009–10,anincreaseofover
1millionenrollmentsfrom2004–05,whentherewerejustover300,000enrollments.Bycomparison,
between2002–03and2004–05,therewasanincreaseoflessthan100,000inthenumberofhighschool
studentenrollmentsindistanceeducationcourses(from222,000to310,000)”(Audetal,2012).Kennedy
andArchambault(2012)predictthatfollowingcurrenttrends,in6years,10%ofallhighschoolclasses
willbeofferedonline.Thisexponentialexpansionisforcinginstitutionsthatpreparenewteachersto
reconsidertheircurriculum,modesofinstructionandfieldexperiences.Withschoolsalsoincorporat-
inghybridandflippedapproachestoinstruction,newmodelsforteachereducationareneededtohelp
beginningteachersmeetthetechnicalandethicaldemandsoftheprofession.

However,theethicalimplicationsofthechangingofnatureofschoolsisnotlimitedtothetechnical
aspectsofonlineinstruction.Schoolsinallgradesaswellasuniversitiesareincreasinglybecomediverse
placesinwhichahostofglobalissuesaresituated.Inmanyways,whoschoolsareeducatingischanging
asrapidlyashowstudentsarebeingeducated.Basedonthesechangesthereisaneedtofurtherexamine
howeducatorpreparationprogramsarerespondinginordertomeettheseconstantlychangingneeds.

Inadditiontotheintensiveandimmersiveuseoftechnology,bothK-12schoolsandeducatorprepa-
rationprogramshavebeenafforded theopportunity to lookatandconsider theethical implications
oflivingandworkinginaconnectedworldwheretheInternetallowsforperpetualcommunication,
searchesforinformation,andopportunitiestocreateprojectsthatrepresentknowledge.Thisbookrep-
resentsareflectionofboththechallengesopportunitiesinbothK-12andeducatorpreparationprograms
relatedtotechnologyuseandtheethicalpracticeassociatedwithteachingandpreparingtoteachina
technology-richworld.

INTRODUCTION TO CHAPTERS

Thisbookincludesavarietyofchaptersfocusedontheuseoftechnologyinteachereducationaswellas
ethicalissuessurroundingtechnologyuse.First,inDeveloping Technological Fluency In and Through 
Teacher Education: An Applied Research Project in Teachers’ College,BrownandJacobsondescribean
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innovativeapproachtoprofessionallearninginapartnershipapproachwithteachereducationstudents
andveteranteacherstoaddressthechallengesfacedbybothteachereducationprogramsandprofes-
sionaldevelopmentmodels.Next,inDesign Thinking and Immersive Professional Learning in Teacher 
Education: Cultivating Pedagogical Empathy,CrichtonandCartershareadesign-basedresearchproject
wherenoviceteachersaresituatedinprofessionallearningcommunitiestobetterrecognizetheprofes-
sionaldecision-makingoftheirmoreexperiencedcolleagues.Thechapterofferspowerfulprofessional
developmentmodelsforfosteringcollaborationandgrowth.InConsider Four Types of Online Identities: 
For Teaching and Modeling Online Behavior,Koh-HerlongandBrownprovidedataandsuggestions
toeducatorsforteachingandmodelingconceptsandpracticesrelatedtoonlineidentity.Theprimary
findingsare the identificationof four typesofonline identities that includereal,desired,enhanced,
anddeceptive.Thechapterconcludeswithrecommendationsforfuturestudiestofurtherthistopicand
extendthecurrentresearch.

ThatchapterisfollowedbyUnderstanding Morality and Ethics. Maneuvering Ethical Dilemmas in 
Digital Educational Contexts,Franssonprovidesatheoreticalbasefortheunderstandingofmoraland
ethicalissuesinteaching.Thetheoreticalframeofdilemmaticspaceisproposedasanadditionalmeansof
understandingandmaneuveringthroughthecomplexitiesofmoderneverydaylife,wherevaryingnorms
andvaluesandmoralandpoliticalpositionsaretakenintoaccount.Next,inEnhancing Early Child-
hood Education Teacher Candidates’ Experiences: How Undergraduate Research Enriches Preservice 
Practice,Schrothoutlineshowresearchexperiencescanbeutilizedinteachereducationprogramsto
supportpedagogicalgrowth.Thechapteroffersadviceandstep-by-stepsuggestionsforteachereduca-
torsinterestedinincorporatingundergraduateresearchexperiencesintheirpreparationprograms.Next,
inEducating Pre-service and Novice Teachers on the Best Practices for Curriculum Integration of Web 
2.0 Tools and Instructional Technology,ConwayexplorestheuseofWeb2.0technologybypre-service
andnoviceteachers.Thefocusofthechapteristopresentthepotentialethicalconcernsforpre-service
andnoviceteachersintheuseofWeb2.0technologies.

Inthenextchapter,Providing Early Childhood Education Teacher Candidates Diverse Clinical Un-
derstandings through Professional Development School Experiences,Christensenandhercolleagues
discusstheneedtoensurethateachfutureeducatorbeexposedtoavarietyofsettingsandpractices
throughouttheirpreparationinordertobestpreparethemtoservetheneedsoftheirfutureyoungstudents.
TheadvocatethatProfessionalDevelopmentSchools(PDS)willsupportthiswork.TheninDeveloping 
Professional Ethics: A Statewide Curricular Solution,DreonexaminesthedevelopmentoftheEducator
EthicsandConductToolkit(EECT).TheEECTisapractical,scenario-basedcurriculumwhichhelps
beginningteachersexaminetheirfiduciaryresponsibilitiesandanalyzeethicaldecision-makinginau-
thenticcontexts.ThatchapterisfollowedbyIn Search of Elements to Organize Assessments Remotely 
in Distance Learning.Inthatchapter,CallensandElanprovidetheirresearchondifferentassessment
strategiesusedinonlinelearningenvironments.Byexaminingtheperceptionsheldbystudents,instruc-
torsandadministrators,thechapteroffersuniqueperspectivesonassessmentandhowtheyareusedto
supportonlinelearningandinternshipexperiences.

Thenexttwochaptersaddresscyberbullying.InTaking a Stand against Cyberbullyng in Higher Educa-
tion,Carterandhercolleaguessharethefindingsofaninnovativestudy,whichinvolvesthedevelopment
ofanactionresearch-ledandstudent-directedinteractiveeducationalwebsitetoinformhighereducation
studentsandstaffabout theconsequencesofcyberbullying. Indescribing theongoingdevelopment
andgeneralisationofthesite,thischapterhighlightsthethirdcycleofanactionresearchinquiry,and
moregenerallytheneedforsuchresourcestosupporthighereducationsothatusersunderstandwhat
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constitutescybersafetyandcyberbullying.Then,inDeveloping an Understanding of Cyberbullying: The 
Emotional Impact and Struggle to Define,Walkerprovidesinformationaboutthechallengesresearchers
faceinoperationalizingcyberbullyingthatwillenableallprofessionalstoassistvictims,andtoproffer
techniquesthatmaybeimplementedintheethicalpracticeofprimary,secondary,orcollegeeducators
astheyworkwithMillennialsandNeo-millennialsinthe21stCenturyclassroom.

InCreating Digital Safe Spaces for Gender Expression and Sexual Diversity,JusticeandHooker
provideacomprehensiveoverviewofthechallengesthatlesbian,gay,bisexual,transgender,andques-
tioning(LGBTQ)studentsfaceinschools.Theauthorsofferaninformativeexaminationoftheterms
detailingthediversesexualityandgenderidentitylandscape.Thechapterconcludeswithafocusondigital
environmentsandhoweducatorscancreatedigitalsafespacesforallstudentsthroughresponsibleand
supportiveonlinecollaboration.ThatchapterisfollowedbyCase Analysis: Advancing Virtual Learn-
ing Environments Through Evaluative Processes,whereGreerandhercolleaguesdescribeanongoing
evaluationofSecondLife(SL)virtualrealityasapedagogicaltoolintheory-anchoredundergraduate
education.SLhasbeen found toadvance learning,collaboration, engagement, andcritical thinking
amongstudentswhoalthoughhavesomebasicskillsinuseofvirtual-realitygaming,preparationfor
learninginvirtualenvironmentsremainincongruentwiththeskilllevelneededineducationalapplica-
tions.Thischapterpresentsaprocessforevaluating,documentingandanalyzingthedevelopmentand
implementationofvirtuallearningenvironmentsatinstitutionsofhighereducation.

InThe Importance of Teacher Education in Global Education,Kasemsaparguesforagreaterfocuson
continuousteachereducationworldwide.Byoutliningthecomplexitiesofprofessionalandpedagogical
competencies,theauthordiscusseshowteachereducationhasthepotentialtobeapowerfulvehiclefor
supportingsustainablecompetitiveadvantagethroughimprovededucationalperformance.Next,intheir
chapter,Preparing Pre-Service Teachers to Meet the Unique Academic Needs of 21st Century Learners,
TorresandTackettexaminedemographicandtechnicaltrendsintheUnitedStatesandidentifychal-
lengesthatinstitutionofhighereducationmayfaceinpreparingnewteachersforintegratingtechnology
intheclassroomsettings.Thechapteralsodiscussescollaborativeopportunitiesforbothin-serviceand
pre-serviceteacherstoenhancetheirpedagogicalandtechnologicalknowledgebases.
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