


Foreword



Thebook,Handbook of Research on Managing Intellectual Property in Digital Libraries,couldnothave
comeatabettertime.Libraries,especially,thoseassociatedwithinstitutionsofhigherlearningindevel-
opingcountries,areincreasinglymetamorphosingintodigitallibraries,therebyinadvertentlycreating
informationenvironmentsthatnecessitatediscussionsrevolvingaroundintellectualpropertyandethical
issuesintheusageofinformationandotherdigitalobjects.Thebookanditsauthorsdescribethecurrent
statusofdigitallibrariesinvariouscontextsaswellasofferinformationproviders,andmoreparticularly
libraries,anduserswithtipsonhowtonavigatethedigitalterrainthathascharacterizedthe21stcentury.
Theauthorshavediscussedavarietyofissuesspanning20chapters,andfocusingonsuchbroadtopics
associalmediaand/ornetworking,openaccess,developmentofdigitallibraries,informationusein
thedigitallibraries,copyright,informationmanagementsystemsandtools,andmanagingintellectual
propertyrightsinthedigitalera.Theseissuesarenotonlypertinenttoinformationconsumersbutalso
informationproviderswhowouldwanttoupdatetheirknowledgeonthebestpracticesassociatedwith
theethicalusageofinformationaswellasthemanagementofintellectualpropertyindigitallibraries.
Theemergenceofinformationandcommunicationtechnologies(ICTs)hasusheredinanerawhereby
intellectualproductsarewidelydisseminatedandconsumedthroughavarietyoftechnologiesincluding
mobilephones,tablets,kindles,e-readers,laptopcomputers,andothersimilarportabletechnologies.As
aresult,the21stcenturyhaswitnessedanincreaseinthenumberoflawsuitsassociatedwithintellectual
propertyrightsinfringements.Thesehavecostcompaniesandotherintellectualpropertyconsumershuge
sumsofmoneyinsettlements.Askeyplayersintheirintermediaryrolebetweenproducersofintellectual
digitalproductsandusers,thelibrarieshaveabiggerroletoplayinthe21stcenturyandbeyond.The
bookanditsauthors,whilefocusingonthereaders’ethicalusageofintellectualproducts,providethe
librarieswithfoundationalknowledgeonhowtomanageintellectualpropertyinthedigitaleraintheir
supportforusersofintellectualproducts.Althoughtheauthorsaredrawnfromthelibraryandinforma-
tionsciencefield,itsmulti-disciplinarynatureendearsittoscholarsfromotherfields.Thebookmay
alsobeavaluableresourceforpublishers,intellectualpropertyagenciessuchastheWorldIntellectual
PropertyOrganization(WIPO)andotherUnitedNationsagencies,otherinformationprofessionals,and
vendors,amongothers.
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