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InhisclassicbookRisk Society towards a new ModernitytheGermanSociologistUlrichBeckrealized
thatthedilemmaofsecuritycontainedanunderlyingcontradictionverydifficulttograsp.Whileour
effortsareposedtoachieveazero-riskcommunity,newunseenrisksemerge(Beck1992).Inview
ofthis,someoftheguidingquestionsthatframethisreviewarewhatdoesasecurityanalystserve
for?;whatisitsroleinpost9/11context?

ThesamepungentpointsledJeremiSuriandBenjaminValentinotopresentaninterestingedited
bookwhichcontainsthirteenchapterselegantlywrittenbywell-versedscholarswhohavededicated
theirlivestothestudyofAmericanSecurityfields.Thepresentresearchwhichtookroombetween
2011and2014wasoriginallyhostedbyTobin´sprojectnationalsecurityinitiative.Equallyimportant,
thebookisorganizedintwodifferentsections.Thefirstsignalstothehistoricityofinternational
relationsand thedifferent strategiesadoptedbyUSgovernment in thepast,while thesecond is
characterizedbyaprofounddiscussiononrealstudycaseswhichinterrogatesecuritycommitmentsin
othercontinents.Bothsectionsarecomplementaryindicativetotheneedofreassessingtheinterests
of national security in America as well as the in-depth analysis of the difficult socio-economic
backgroundwheretheWestwillmoveintheyearstocome.Notsurprisingly,thetitleofthebook
isSustainable Security.Onanintroductorynote,theeditorsacknowledgeonthecurrentproblems
precipitatedby the stock-and-market crisishappened in2008and its effectsofnational security
budget.Atthesametime,theinflationofrisksinflatedbymass-mediapavedthewayfortheriseof
populistdiscourseswhichobscuremorethantheyclarify.Itisthetimetothinkasustainablesecurity
whichincludesnotonlyaclearagendatopreventglobaldangersasclimatechange,orterrorism,
butalsoothersimportantrisksascyber-terrorismaswellasthepoliticalandeconomicliabilities
tointerveneinothernationsinthequestofrisk-zerosociety.AsSuriandValentinoobserved,there
shouldbeatleastsomedegreeofreciprocityamongnationsthateludetheUnitedStatestodevote
considerablefinancialresourcestokeepitsprivilegedpositionaswatchdognation.Inconsequence,
autonomouscountriesshouldplayanactiveroleinfosteringmoredemocraticinstitutionswhereas
amoresustainableagreementwithothercountriesisbuilt.

Asthisbackdrop,thefirstchapterexploresthefinancialderegulationasthekeyfactorthatcaused
notonlytheeconomiccrisisbutalsotheproblemsoftheUStostruggleagainstterrorism.Thesame
lineisfollowedbysecondchapterwhichisauthoredbyDrezner&Hite-Rubin.Theauthorswidely
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discuss towhatextent themilitarycostsof theUSisself-defeatingfor international investment.
Paradoxically,whileunder-developednationsaredependentfromtheUSrespectingtothesecurity
policies,theygainbetterpositionstogainfurtherinvestments.Inthethirdchapter,CWilliamsargues
convincinglythatcuts-offintheprogramsofsecurity,farfromwhatpublicopinionprecludes,will
strengthenthenationalsecuritystrategy.Chaptersfour,five,andsixanalyzethezenithanddecline
ofUnitedKingdomofGreatBritainintheeighteenthcentury,Chinainthenineteenthcentury,and
finallyUnitedStatestodayasmainpowersthatpromotedacultureofhyper-surveillance.Thefact
isthatdomestictaxationandforeignborrowingsystemsarevitaltowardsasustainableprogramfor
security.JoshuaBusbyendsthesectiondiscussingindepththeebbsandflowsofgovernmentsto
struggleagainstclimatechange.Fromchapterseighttothirteen,readerswillfindinterestingarguments
whichfocusonthecurrentgeopoliticalpositionofAmericainahyper-globalizedworld.Forexample,
BenjaminValentino(oneoftheeditors)saysovertlythatpopularparlanceisreluctanttoapotential
isolationismsupportingthecostsofoverseasalliancewithothergovernments.However,overthe
recentyearsanemergenttrendself-orientedtopromotetheAmericanretreatacrosstheworldisthe
mainaspectofconcernsinspecialistsandpolicymakers.Whatismorethaninterestingtodiscussis
thatinpost-crisiscontext,thereisacleardissociationbetweenthestanceoflaypeopleandexperts
respectingtointernationalaffairs.Intherestofthebook,authorssuchasWilliamWohlforth,Daniel
Byman, Bjerg Moller, Jennifer Lind among others debate specific study-cases that describe the
limitationsofAmerica`scommitmentinMiddleEast,Europeandothercontinents.Theinvolving
chaptersandexposedargumentscohereinrevisitingthebelief thatnationalsecurityrestsonthe
efficacyofthegovernmenttodeploymilitaryforceswithdirectoccupationworldwide.Toputthis
slightlyinotherterms,thecurrentoccupationinMiddleEastnotonlyseemstobeexcessivebut
alsounnecessarysimplybecausetheefficacyoftheUStopreventloomingthreatsintheregionis
limited.Mostcertainly,editorsandauthorstoywiththeideathattheturnofthecenturyhasbrought
manyunexpectedrisksandproblemsforamoredeterioratedCold-Warsystemwhichmeritstobe
revisitedinthenextdecades.

Particularly,thisreviewerfindsSustainable Securityasapathbreakingbookwhichillustrates
theproblemsoftheUStoshapeadialoguewithothernationstoforgeamoresustainableinstrument
towardsmulticulturalism.AsKorstanje(2015,2016,2017)putsitinearlierworks,oneofthemain
problemsoftheUSandtheWesttounderstandthealteritycomesfromthesenseofexceptionalism,
whichwasinstilledbypuritansandProtestantism.Inanutshell,Puritansfleshedoutacosmology
wheretheworldwasconsideredasdangerousplace.Theimageofpredestinationnotonlyoffered
toPuritansaclosedviewofthefuture,butalsocreatedastateofanxietieswhichwasregulatedby
“thefearofstrangers”.Thisdoctrine,adjoinedtootherideologicaldiscoursesas“thefreedomfrom
want”,crystalizedintheideathatAmericawasthemostdemocraticcountryintheglobewhichmade
headwaysonthecivilizatoryprocess.Theproponentsofimperialismenvisionedwhilethecapitalist
projectwasasuccessexampleinAmerica,itshouldbeverywellexpandedtoothercultures.That
way,Americadebatedbetweentwocontrastingbutcomplementaryfears,theneedsofintervention
toregulatepotentialhostileagentsandanethnocentricviewtounderstandtheotherness.Lastbut
notleast,SuriandValentino`sbookremindsnotonlytheimportancetoleavetheproimperialist
theoriesbehind,butalsoinbolsteringafluidandresponsibledialoguewithothercountriestoenrich
multiculturalendeavorstofightagainstthe“scourgeofterrorism”andotherglobalrisks.
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