


Foreword



They,therulingelites,wereinforagreatshock.Theythoughttheyhadeverythingundercontrol,nego-
tiationprocesses,yesornotoviolenceandwar,controlofthemediabymakingWesternmediacopies
ofUSmedia.

Andthenterrorismcamefrombelow,shatteringtheirmonopolyonviolence.
Andthenthedigitalagecamefrombelow,shatteringtheirmonopolyontruth,threatenedbyalterna-

tivenewsandviewsmediagenerallyandsocialmediaparticularly.
Thisisourpresentreality,andthisbookexaminesglobalpeaceinthedigitalage,wellknowing

thatenlightenedpeoplegodigitaltoknowaboutreality.Bothempiricalreality--thefacts--andpotential
reality--thevisions.

Theexcellentchaptersarewellorganizedwithsuchheadingsassocialaction,worldgovernment,
media,leadershipandsoon.Thechaptertitlesareallhighlyappetizing.Thebookisamust.

Letmeaddsomepersonalobservations. Ihavebeenamediator from1958,verysoon60years,
inabout150conflictsinvolvingabout150oftheworld’sterritorial,notdigital,countries.Andsome
yearsago,we,Transcend,couldclaimsomesuccess—sharedwithothers,ofcourse—inatleast35of
them—seewww.transcend.orgforourtrackrecord.Whatwastherootofthat?

Then we took the step from diagnosis-analysis via prognosis-forecasting (if nothing is done) to
therapy-remedieswithvisionsofwhatmightbedone.Thepointisnottogetstuckinthebaduniversity
habitofonlyanalysiswithcriticism,noconstructivevisionswithsolutions,andconciliationfortraumas.

Ifindoptimismwarranted,butataprice.Noronlyhardworktoidentifytheunderlyingconflicts
andtraumasanddialoguestogettheviews,thenarratives,thegoalsoftheparties.But,moretaxing,the
creativeworkofbridgingthegapsbetweenthelegitimategoalsofalltheparties.

Trainingandexperiencehelp.Thus,withmyJapanesewife,Ihavebeenworkingverymuchrecently
onEastAsiaandhaveproducedabook,People’sPeace,inJapanese,tobetranslatedintoChineseand
Korean.Withmanyrecommendations,includingclearingtheproblematicpastwithinternationalfact-
finding commissions, solving theproblemsof thepresent involving contested islands through joint
ownershipsharingbenefitsandcosts,andsharingthefutureinanAssociationofNortheastAsianNa-
tions,ANEAN,modeledonthesuccessfulASEAN.Avision,letusseeifitworks,aftersometime.

Optimismisneeded,pessimismischeap,butoptimismassumeshardwork.
Goodluck,everybody!
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