


Preface



INTRODUCTION

Thiscollectionofarticlesonpeacebuildingincludesauthorsfrommanynations,forthereisnosingle
focusforabsolutetruthaboutpeacebuilding.Further,thetraditionalliteratureonpeacemakingseems
inadequatetodealwiththedangerousrealitiespresentinthedigitalage.

Someacademicdisciplinescanstartwiththedistantviewinthehopethatallpartswillfallintoplace.
However,whenitcomestopeacemaking,theconceptualterrainissorockyandirregularthatasmooth
theoreticalbasisisimpractical.Acrystalwithmanyfacets,restingonapedestalinthesunlight,provides
abetteranalogy.Inacrystal,onecanrotatetheobjectandallowlighttopenetrateoneoranotherfacet.
Althoughallfacetsarecontainedintheobject,inthecaseofpeacemaking(orpeacebuilding),eachface
affordsauniqueview,andtheviewerwillseemoredifferencesthancommonalitywhencomparingeach
faceofthecrystal.

Thistextcontainsakaleidoscopeofwritingfromscholarsandpeaceactivists.Thisstartlingvariety
demonstratesthatpeacemakinghasnosinglecorrectandjustsolution.Perhapstheonlythingthatall
writerswouldagreeuponwouldbethatpeacemakingisurgentlyneededbeforetheself-destructionof
civilization.

Thefirstsectiondescribestheproblemofpeacemakingasoneofthemostvitalactivitiesinthedigital
era.Then,onamoreoptimisticnote,thecollectiondetailssocialactionprojectswhichactivelydeal
withpeacemaking.Next,majorproblemsinpeacemakingareanalyzed(media,leadership,andreligion).
Finally,globalandpermanentsolutionsaresuggestedinworldgovernment,educationandthearts.

Thetextunearthsmanyuniqueandexcitingideaswhichwillchallengeandsharpentoday’sexpand-
ingliteratureonconflictresolution,peace,andharmony.Itisthehopeoftheeditorthatthisbookwill
motivateeffectiveactiontominimizetoday’sterrorandmaximizepeaceandjusticeintoday’sworld.

THE PROBLEM OF PEACEMAKING

Withsomanythreatstopeaceintoday’sworld,itbecomesimpossibletoclearlydefinetheproblemof
peacemaking.Intheearliestchapters,thisbookchroniclestwoviewpointsthatintroducethetopicand
offerencouragement.

Chapter1,“TrendsinPeaceResearch:CanCyberDétenteLeadtoLastingPeace?”byNanadPutnik
andMladenMilošević,reviewspeaceresearchliterature.Startingwiththeobservationthattragicex-
periencesoftwoworldwars,togetherwithpossibilitiesofmodernwarsandconflicts,theauthorsnote
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thatconflictresolutionandterminationhavebecomethesubjectofnumerousstudies.Theyfocusonthe
questionofwhethercyberdétente1,ifaccepted,canleadtolastingpeace.Theauthorsconcludethat,if
certainconditionsaremet,theadoptionofcyberdétentecouldlikelyleadtolastingpeace.

InChapter2,“SacredandSecularActivistsAreNowJoiningtheirStrategiesforPeacebuilding,”
PhilipHellmichandKurtJohnsonidentifyanewparadigmemphasizingaltruisminpeacemakingthat
standsincontrasttomainstreamthought.Theauthorsobservethatasignificantnarrativeofpeaceis
quietlyandpowerfullyemergingaroundtheworld–onerootedinancientwisdomandacceleratedby
modernscienceandtechnology.Thenewnarrativeismoreaboutwhatpeopleareforandnotsimply
whatpeopleareagainst.

MAIN THREATS TO WORLD PEACE

Althoughsuccessfulstrategiesforpeacemakingmightincreaseatanexponentialrate,negativeforces
arelikelytopersist.Tragically,thereisnowaytoblithelyignoretwomainthreatstoworldpeace:1)
nuclearwarand2)terrorism.Ifcivilizationisunabletocontrolthesethreats,thelastdaysmaybeuponus.

Chapter3,“TheRoleofEducationinReducingtheThreatofNuclearWar”byGospavaStojanović,
offersagraphicaccountofresultsfromnuclearwar.Whilemanymayimaginethatnuclearskirmishes
couldbeaminorthreattocivilization,thischapterprovesthatnuclearbombscouldbringcivilization
toadarkandtragicend.2Stojanovićassertsthatnuclearwarcanbepreventedthrougheducation.

InChapter4,“MinimizingtheDangerofNuclearWeapons,”StevenLeeexpandsonthedangerof
nuclearweaponsandsuggestsinnovativemethodsforminimizingtheirdanger.Workingatapolicylevel,
hebeginswiththeobvioussolution,eliminatingnuclearweapons.Sadly,hediscoversthattheproblem
isfarmorecomplex.Havingexaminedalternatives,Leeoffersanencouragingsolution.

InChapter5,“MutualUnderstandingintheAgeofVulnerableTruth,”IkbalMualanasuggeststhat
informationandcommunicationtechnologyadvancedemocracy,democratizationprocess,andinterna-
tionalpeace.Nevertheless,thesemediaalsoraiseconcernsandevenanxieties.Theauthorestablishes
thatterroristsocialmediausersexercisepowerwhichmayaffectthesocialornationallandscapeof
power.Thisdevelopmentdispersesthepoweroverinformationwhichwaspreviouslypossessedbymedia
owners.Theauthorobservesthatweareincreasinglyconnectedtooneanotherasourlives,oursecurity,
andourhopesareinextricablylinkedtooneanotherbyaprocessofglobalization.

SOCIAL ACTION AS A SOLUTION

Againstthisdepressingbackground,somesocialactionprojectsgivereasontohopeforapositivefuture.
Asalternativestohand-wringingovernuclearwarandterrorism,theseprojectsdemonstratesuccessin
thefaceofgravechallenges.Theystandasachallengeforpeacemakinginthefuture.

InChapter6,“ProcessDocumentationofInterfaithPeacebuildingCycle:ACaseStudyFromNe-
pal,”BishnuPathakdescribesasuccessfulsocialexperimentbringinginterfaithpeacebuildingtotwo
districtsofNepal,wheremajorsocio-culturalviolenceeruptedin2007.Theaimofthisprojectwasto
bringallNepalreligiousandnon-religiousactorstogethertogivesynergytoInterfaithpeacebuilding
initiatives,includingpeaceandmediationpractitioners,academics,journalistsandsocialworkers.The
projectadoptedProcessDocumentation,asocialscienceresearchneologism.Observationaldatacame
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fromopen-endedstructuredinterviews,focusgroupdiscussions,casestudiesandexistingdocuments,
fielddiariesandnewspaperclippings.3

AnotherreactiontoterrorismisdescribedinChapter7,“TacklingIslamicTerrorismandRadicalism
inIndonesiabyIncreasingtheSenseofHumanityandFriendship”byIdhamsyahEkaPutra,DimasOkto
Danamasi,AnyRufaedah,ReisaSuciArimbi,andSaptoPriyanto.TheauthorscitetheGlobalTerrorism
Index(2015),whichreportedthatIslamicterroristgroupswereontheriseandhavebecomeaglobal
threat.TheyconductedsocialprogramsinthreeareasofIndonesiawhichsuccessfullybroughtterrorists
fromprisontolivenormallives.Further,theyinterviewedwivesofterroristprisoners.

THE PROBLEM OF MEDIA

Surprisingly,mediahasemergedasathirdthreattoworldpeace.Historically,newspapersgainedpublic
trustuntilradioandtelevisionstationsbeganreportingthenews.Theselessexpensivemediapermitted
governmentsandspecialintereststobroadcastpropaganda.Within60years,theInternetradicallyaltered
thesituationasadvocacyjournalismandsocialmediausersbegantopoliticizemasscommunication
andcreateadvocacygroups.

Chapter8,“IdentityandSocialPeaceintheDigitalWorld”byMuratSeyfi,lamentstherapidspread
ofhatespeechandviolentcontentviamassmedia,causingthedesensitizationofpublicreactionsto
violence,whichisbecomingacceptedasnormal.Heassertsthataprofoundchangeinidentityisalter-
ingtraditionalconceptslikenationalism.Macroandnationalidentities,whicharethebasisofconflicts
intheworld,havestartedtodecreaseandlosetheirimportanceagainstmicro-identitiesintroducedby
digitalization.Sadly,thisisformingthebasisofre-shapingtheconceptofpowerintheworld.

InChapter9,“SocialMediaandPeacemaking:ASnapshotofLiterature,”BruceL.Cooksurveysthe
complexityofsocialmediainthedigitalage.Usinga“snapshot”ofscholarlyarticlesonsocialmedia
andpeace(November2016–February2017),thisliteraturereviewextractsausefullistofsubjects
dealingwithsocialmedia.Thisreviewsurveysarapidlyevolvingliteraturetohelpresearchersapproach
positiveandnegativeaspectsofthisrelativelynew(since2006)4formofcommunication.

InChapter10,“DynamicCo-EvolutionsofPeaceFramesintheUnitedStates,MainlandChina,and
HongKong:ASemanticNetworkAnalysis”,KeJiang,GeorgeA.Barnett,LaramieD.Taylor,andBo
Fengconductanextensivecontentanalysisofnewstextsfromthreegeographicalareas.Thischapter
usessemanticnetworkanalysistoexaminehownewstextsonpeaceembodieddifferentwordsrelated
topeace.TheanalysissuggeststhataprocessofculturalconvergencebetweentheU.SandChinawill,
inthefuture,havesignificantimpactsonthemaintenanceofculturaldiversityofsmallcountriesand
regions.Thiscancontributetothepeaceatthegloballevel.Mostimportantly,inthenextfewdecades,
ifChinaovertakestheU.S.asworld’slargesteconomy,Chineseharmonyculturemayplayamoresig-
nificantroleinthemaintenanceofworldpeace.

Chapter 11, “Mediating Death. The Role of Mass Media in Thana-Capitalism” by Maximiliano
Korstanje,offersaradicalviewofmassmediaandeventourism.Hesupportsadevelopingviewpoint
suggestingthataudiencesarefascinatedbydeathandseekoutnewsofdisasterswhichgivethemsat-
isfactionbecausetheyaresurvivorswhodidnotsufferacalamity.Hechargesthatthemedia,while
professionallyreportingadisaster,becomeanunwittingaccompliceinfurtheringterroristgoals.The
authorassertsthatthisrepresentsanewpower:amplificationofmediaterrorism.
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Chapter12,“SocialMediaandDemocracy”byAliAbdosamadi,focusesongovernmentcontrolof
communication,includingsocialmedia.Theauthornotesageneraltendencyforgovernmentstoseek
control.ThechapterincludesinterviewswithprofessorsatEasternMediterraneanUniversity.

THE PROBLEM OF LEADERSHIP

Withthisradicalshiftincommunication,traditionaltop-downmassmediahasgivenwaytolaissezfaire
personalcommunication.Atthesametime,governmentleadershavelesspowertoachievetheirobjec-
tives.Thus,responsibleleadershiphasbecomeoneofthemajorchallengesofthisage.

Chapter13, “FromNegativeLeadership toHealingLeadership:ATherapyStrategy toRemedy
AfricanInstability”byRaisNezaBoneza,tracesthesadremainsofacontinentdevastatedbycolonial
rule.Heoffersawide-ranginghistoricalaccountestablishingthatAfrica’sproblemsareaproductof
setbacksenduredfromslavetrades,colonialconquests,resource-plundering,wars,dictatorialregimes,
andneo-colonialismbroughtbythecold-warera.

InChapter14,“ResponsibleLeadershipandPeacemaking,”BruceL.Cookplacestheresponsibility
forpeaceuponleaders,assertingthatworldpeaceisbeingthreatenedbyrogueleaderswhotakeadvan-
tageofeconomic,social,historical,religious,orenvironmentalsituationstocreateandmaintaintheir
personalpowerandprestige.Heplacespartoftheblameonadvocacyjournalism,whichunwittingly
offersfreepromotiontorogueleaders.

Chapter15,“WomeninLeadership:WhyWeNeedMoreWomenLeaders”byAyoAyoola-Amale,
assertsthattheinclusionofwomeninleadershippositionswillimproveproductivity,economicperfor-
mance,andimprovedprospectsforpeace.Sheidentifiesaneedtoinvestmoreingirls’educationand
bringmorewomenintoemploymenttosuccessfullyfightglobalpovertyandlessencivilconflict.She
suggeststhatthisgoesbeyondfairness,andfurtherthatwomenbringremarkabletalents,creativeideas
andskillsthatmakethemgreatleaders.

THE PROBLEM OF GOVERNMENT REPRESSION

Despite technologicaladvanceswhichcanovercomegovernment interferencewithmassmediaand
socialmedia,theproblemsofcensorshipandjammingsignalspersistinthedigitalage.Alarmingly,in
recentyears,governmentshaveemployedmediatourgepopulationgroupstokillpeopleinothergroups.
Thus,evenwithadvancedtechnology,irresponsibleexcessesingovernmentcontrolremainaproblem.

InChapter16,“Peacebuilding,Media,andTerrorismin21stCenturyandBeyond:APsychological
Perspective,”ClaudeRutagengwadescribesthechillingsituationinRwandaandUgandawherehate
media“RTLMRadio”motivated theHutumajoritygroup tokillTutsiminoritymembersand their
supporters.ForBosnia,hedocumentsasituationwherebroadcastmediadisseminatedrumorsandfear
tofuelawar,alongwithbiasedperceptionofWesternmedia.Further,hetracestheArabSpringphe-
nomenonandrevealshowitsproliferationwasduetothepowerofFacebook,Twitter,Snapchat,Skype
andthelike.Hismainconcernistheeffectofthesemediaeventsonthemindsofyoungpeopleinthe
worldtoday.Foryoungpeople,hisanalysisfindsthatsocialmediapropagandafromterroristsandoth-
ersthreatenthepossibilitythattheywillestablishstrongbondswiththeircommunities.Insteadthey
learngrandiosethinking,deviantbehavioranddistortedperceptions,allthroughtheunpredictabilityof
digitalandsocialmediacommunications.
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Chapter17,“Recognition,Apology,andRestorationofIndonesians’PastMaltreatmentsofPeople
LabeledasCommunists”byIdhamsyahEkaPutraandAnyRufaedah,examinesthemaltreatmentof
peoplelabelledasmembersofthecommunistparty.Itanalyzesthetragicconstructionofastigmaagainst
individualsnamedasresponsibleforacoupin1965.Asaresult,theauthorsassertthatfivehundred
thousandtoonemillionpeoplelosttheirlives.Theauthorsrecommendreconciliationandapologyasa
possiblesolutiontothestigmawhichremainstoday.

THE PROBLEM OF RELIGION

Religionhasbeencastasanothercauseforterrorisminthedigitalage.Eachreligionhasitshistorical
rootsandusedtobeconfinedtospecific,isolatedgeographicalareas.Inthedigitalage,thiscommu-
nicationisworldwide,andmanyadherentsoftraditionalreligionclaimalegacyto“win”inabattleto
convertworldcitizenstotheirdogma.

InChapter18,“UnderstandingOurMindsandHowWeCanLiberateOurselvesandOthersFrom
theHexoftheInternet:AVedanticCaseStudy,”SisterGayatriprana(JeanMacPhail)lamentsarising
tideofinchoatefurythatismanifestinglikeburstingabscessesallovertheworld.Sheidentifiesaclash
ofmaterialisticmodernitywithtraditionalreligionsandculturesthatisespeciallyrapidandviolentas
itispressedintoservicebyEasternfighterswhobattlefortheirowntraditions.Atthesametime,the
authorlooksforwardtotimeofcoexistencewherepeoplegenuinelyunderstandeachotherinthemost
solidbasisforpeace.

SOLUTIONS FOR PEACE IN THE DIGITAL AGE

World Government

Asnationalismgiveswaytosocialmediagroups,thenotionofoneworldgovernmentisreceivingincreased
interest.Intheoriginalcampaignforworldcitizenship,GarryDavis(2000)toreuphisUSpassportand
became“WorldCitizenNumber1”in1948.Practicalplansforanearthgovernmentarenowreceiving
thoroughattentionandplanningwiththeEarthConstitutionundertheleadershipofGlenT.Martin.

InChapter19,“WorldCitizenship,”GlenT.Martinadvocatesthatcitizensofallnationsshouldjoin
asCitizensofaworldorder.Thechaptershowssimilaritiesofculturesandreligioustraditions,suggest-
inginterconnectednessofourplanetaryecology,globaleconomics,communications,andpolitics,all
comingtogetherwithenlightenmentideasabouthumanrights,democracy,andhumandignity.Thus,the
authorasserts,one’sidentitytranscendsgeographyorpoliticalborders,andhumankindisessentiallyone.

Education for Peace

Educationmaywellbethemostattractivelong-termsolutionforpeace.Herestudentscanlearnamoral
basisforlivinginharmonywithothers.Eventheclassroomsettingcanbecomeamodelforlife.Atthe
sametime,there’sanincreasingneedtoprotecteducatorsfromdominationforpoliticalmotives.While
educationissurelythekeytothefuture,schooladministratorsandteachersmustbepermittedtoteach
justice,peaceandharmony.
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Chapter20,“EducationforaNewAge:NewEducationforEstablishingPeaceandHarmonyinthe
Globe”byPravatDhal,arguesthatoureducationalsystemsuffersfromastructuralirrationalitywhich
islargelyignoredbyacademia.Herecommendsspecificstructuralchanges,anintegralapproach,anda
fusionofspiritandmatter.Hehopesforbothteacherandtaughttofacesuchchanges,withschoolcon-
sideredasaplaceofworshipwhereeverylearnerwillgowithlove(shraddha)withGodasthesource
ofallknowledge.

InChapter21,“ImportanceofClassroomSettingsinEducationalInstitutionstoPromotePeacebuild-
ingThroughaSpecificIntendedLearningOutcome,”ChammikaMallawaarachchisuggeststhatpeace
andeducationare inter-reliant. In thisway,educationbuildspeacewhilemaintainingcohesionand
prosperitywithinsocialgroups,enhancingknowledgeandpositiveattitudesinharmony.Atthesame
time,theauthorcautionsthatpoorclassroomsettingscanabusetheentirepeacesituation,andthismay
leadtosimilarproblemsforsociety.

Chapter22,“SoulEducationforChildrenoftheEarth”byNinaMeyerhof,advocatessouleducation
andmoraleducation,tappingintohigherconsciousnesstotranslateexperienceintosocietalactionsfor
externalglobalharmony.Theauthorobservesthatschoolsareinstitutionalizedbyrulesandregulations
havingamechanisticviewtomaintainthestatusquo.Insteadthere’saneedtoeducateforsoulrecogni-
tionandallowourculturetoalteritsrigidviewsandstranglingpreconceivedideasofwhatagoodlife
isabout.Sheconcludeswithadescriptionofherorganization,ChildrenoftheEarth.

InChapter23,“TheResponsibilityofEducatorsinPeacemaking:AViewfromtheUSA,”Carol
McPeakBrinjaksuggeststhateducatorsshouldintroducevariousrolemodelssuchasAbrahamLin-
coln,MahatmaGandhi,MartinLutherKing,Jr.,AnwarSadatandMotherTheresa.Whileyouthare
badlyinformedtoday,theauthorsuggeststhatthecausesofbadeducationaremany:badparenting,
dysfunctionalfamilies,absentparent,alcoholism,corruptpoliticians,andnegligentgovernments.After
describingthereligiousrootsofterrorism,sheassertsthatpeacethroughstrengthistheonlysureway
todefeatterrorists.

Communication for Peace

Whiledigitalcommunicationisoftenseenasacauseforconflictandterrorism,itisalsopossibletosee
itasasolution.TechnologywasaninnocentpartyintheearlystagesoftheInternetandsocialmedia.
Astimeprogressed,however,irresponsibleusersofthesemediabecameaseriousproblem.Despitethis
history,thereismeritinthenotionthatdigitalcommunicationcanrestorepeace.

Chapter24,“InternationalDiasporaInvolvementinPeacemakingThroughSocialMediaLikeDia-
sporaEngager”byRolandHolou, takesauniqueapproachtopeacebyestablishinganeutralsystem
ofcommunication.His“DiasporaEngager”systemwasfoundedtohelpmitigatetheproblemsofthe
diaspora5andtheirstakeholdersandtohelpthemworktogetherinawin-winframework.

Folktales for Peace

Beyondeducation,theartshavealwayssupportedpeaceandharmony.Whileitisdifficulttoassign
peacemakingtospecificofferingsinart,music,andliterature,culturalexamplessuchasfolktalesoffer
newinsightsintothepeaceprocess.
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InChapter25,“InterethnicConflicts:UnderstandingtheImportantRoleofFolktales,”MuliwaKy-
endoanalyzesculturaltraditionsinKenyatoillustratesuccessfuluseoffolktalesforharmonyandpeace.
ThepaperusesfromKenyawheredisastrouspost-electionethnicviolenceoccurredin2008.Kikuyu,
Luo,andAkambaareasofKenyaarechosenforanalysistogainaninsightinto(a)attitudesandvalues
containedintheirfolktalesand(b)reactiontocolonialismandmodernnationhood.Theauthorargues
thatthekeytolastinginter-ethnicpeaceliesinunderstandingtheattitudesandvaluesthatarecontained
andtransmittedthroughaculture’scommunityfolktales.

Nonviolence and Peace

Giventhecomplexityoftoday’sdigitalworld,there’sadangerofforgettingtheprimaryargumentof
yesterday:nonviolence.Severalheroesstoodfornonviolenceinthepast.ProminentexamplesareMartin
LutherKing,Jr.andMahatmaGandhi.

Chapter26,“Gandhi’sSatyagrahaandtheEarthConstitution”byGlenT.Martin,offersathoughtful
analysisofMahatmaGandhi’sstancefornonviolence.MartinrevealsthatGandhiconcernedhimself
withthepossibilityofsettingupanonviolentpoliceforce,anonviolentarmy,andpeacebrigadesto
mobilizepopularopinionbehindconstructiveprograms.Yet,Gandhiwarned,amilitarizedmodernstate
cannotbedemocratic.MartinestablishesthatGandhicomparedpowertowelfare,whollyabyproductof
socialactivityandthecomplexwebofhumanrelationships,asexpressedthroughavarietyofgroupings,
fromthefamilyupward.HedescribesthepossibilityofactualizingSatyagrahaforthefirsttimeinhu-
manhistory,avisionthatMahatmaGandhiclearlyembraced.Thiswasaformofnonviolentresistance
dedicatedtobreakingthecycleofviolenceandwinningovertheoppressorsthroughtransformingtheir
hearts,allowingthemtorecognizethegigantictruththatencompassesusall.

The Importance of Love

Underpinningtheseviewsonhumanrelationships,nonecouldbeaspowerfulaslove.Forloveisthe
basisforjustice,harmonyandpeace.Whilecomparisonsbetweenloveandotheremotionsabound,itis
fascinatingtocomparetheemergenceoflovewithtoday’scultureoffear.

InChapter27,“UnderstandingOurHumanPotentialforUniversalLoveandPeace,”HowardBecker
establishesthathumansaresusceptibletoanartificialseparationfromourtrueselvesandtheworld.
Thiscanbecometheexperienceoffearinnumerousmanifestations.Ultimately,thisfearcanbecome
thebasisforcontrol,dominationandenslavementofminds,bodies,societiesandcultures,alongwith
countlessbattles,wars,needlessdeathsanddestruction.Instead,theauthorrecommendsanewapprecia-
tionforunityandoneness.Heassertsthatthetimeisripefortheestablishmentofpeaceonearthwhere
everyonecanwalkinjoyandharmonyandknowthatalliswell.
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ENDNOTES

1 Theauthorsdefinecyberdétenteashypotheticalbilateralormultilateralagreementthatwould
definethesteps,measuresandactionstoreducetensionsbetweentheStatesParties,causedby
mutualconfrontationincyberspace.

2 ThisbringsnewtruthtoT.S.Eliot’spoem“TheHollowMen”-Thisisthewaytheworldends;
Notwithabangbutawhimper(Elliot,2009).

3 Thestudyalsodemonstratedthevalueofprocessdocumentation.Asananalogy,considerBarbara
Reeves’useof“formativeevaluation”inthepopulareducationaltelevisionseries,SesameStreet
(Ball,1970).

4 Socialmediaasweknowittodaystartedin2006(Cook,2015).
5 PerHolou,thewordDiasporareferstoanyonelivinginacountryortownthatisnothisorher

placeoforiginorancestryortheplacecalledhome.Somesynonymsofthewordareimmigrant,
stranger,andalien.Tosomeextent,weallarepassengersonthisEarthandcanbeconsideredas
animmigrant.Therefore,thewordDiasporaasusedinthisarticlecanbeappliedtoanyone.
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