


Foreword



MuchhasbeenwrittenaboutthelossofattractivenessoftheUnitedStatesasadestinationofchoicein
theglobalmarketplaceforinternationalstudents.Thisassertionisbasedonthecontextoftheunwel-
comingpoliticalclimateforimmigrantsandintensifyingcompetitionamonginstitutionsforrecruiting
internationalstudents.

However,whatismissinginthisassertionareuntappedopportunitiesfortheAmericanhighereduca-
tioninstitutions.AccordingtoOECD,in2015,internationalstudentscomprisedofonly5%inthetotal
tertiaryenrollmentascomparedto18%fortheUnitedKingdom,15%forAustralia,11%forCanada
and8%forGermany.

WhilerecentdataindicatesthatmanyAmericaninstitutionsareexperiencingadeclineininterna-
tionalstudentenrollment,theymustchannelizetheireffortsandthoughtsinovercomingchallengesand
maximizingtheuntappedopportunityofattractingandsupportinginternationalstudents.

Inmyarticle,Three Waves of International Student Mobility,Ianalyzedthechangesininternational
studentmobilityfromthelensofthreeoverlappingWaveseachspanningsevenyearsbetween1999-
2020.HereaWaveisdefinedbythekeyeventsandtrendsimpactinginternationalstudentmobility
withintemporalperiods.

ThefirsttwoWavescoincidedwith9/11andtheglobalfinancialrecession.TheThirdWaveisbeing
shapedbynewpoliticalenvironmenttriggeredby2016UKreferendumtoleavetheEuropeanUnion
andthe2016Americanpresidentialelection.InternationalenrollmentatU.S.universitiesandcolleges
sufferedtemporarydeclinesinbothWavesbeforerecoveringandgrowingtoahigherlevel.

IntheThirdWave,institutionsarefacingincreasingglobalcompetitiontoattractinternationalstu-
dents,andatthesametime,studentsareexpectingmoreregardingvalueformoneyandemployability
outcomes.Thisiswhereinstitutionsmustinnovatenotonlytogrowinternationalstudentenrollmentbut
alsobalanceitwithcorrespondingsupportservicesthatadvancestudentsuccess.

Inotherwords,makingthemostoftheopportunitiesinthisenvironmentwouldrequireadministrators,
academicians,andpolicy-makersatanyhighereducationinstitutionintheU.S.oracompetingdestina-
tiontounderstandtheissuesandinsightssurroundinginternationalstudentmobilityandexperiences.

Thelatestbook—International Student Mobility and Opportunities for Growth in the Global Mar-
ketplace—byDr.KrishnaBistafillsthisgapandadvancestheresearchagenda.Dr.Bistahasextensively
researched and published on international and comparative education with a focus on international
students.IhadanopportunitytoworkcloselywithhimnotonlyasaspecialissueeditorfortheOcto-
ber/November2016issueoftheJournal on International Student Successbutalsoanadvisoryboard
memberoftheJournal.
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Inthisbook,theauthorslaythefoundationwithanintroductorychapteronrecentissuesandtensions
relatedtointernationalstudentmobility.Thefoursectionsofthebook—InternationalStudentMobility
Trends,Cross-CulturalCompetencyandGlobalPerspectives,InternationalStudentExperiencesand
OpportunitiesandStudentDecisionMakingandGlobalMarketplace—notonlyaddresscriticalissues
relatedtointernationalstudentsbutalsoprovideacomparativeperspectivefromcontributorsaround
theworld.

Insum,thebookisarecommendedresourceforresearchers,students,andpractitionerswhoaim
todeepentheirunderstandingoftheissuesrelatedtointernationalstudentsandenhancetheimpactof
theirwork.
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