


Foreword



ItgivesmetremendouspleasureinwritingthisforewordtoInternational Student Mobility and Oppor-
tunities for Growth in the Global Marketplace.Thisbreathtakingcollectionshedslightnotonlyonthe
multitudeofemotionalexperiencesandchallengesinternationalstudentsworldwidegothroughandtheir
resilienceincopingwiththeconsequencesoftheirmobility,butalsotheimpacttheyhaveoneducation
policyandpracticeinthecountrieswheretheystudy.

WhenIwasanundergraduateandthenapostgraduateinternationalstudentinAustralia,Iusedto
heartheterm‘cashcows’beingconstantlythrownaboutwithreferencetointernationalstudents,not
onlybythemediabutalsobyacademics,thegeneralpublicandevenbymyAustralianfriends.Needless
tosay,thisisatermthatIhavegrowntodislike,immensely.ThepastfewyearsIhavebeenfortunate
enoughtoembarkonresearchprojectsthatlookattheculturalandsocialspacesofinternationalstudents
astheygoabouttheireverydaylivesastransientmigrantsintheircountriesofstudy.WhatIhavebeen
findingisthatinternationalstudentsaremultifacetedandcomplexindividualswholearnhowtobecome
resilientthroughthechallengestheyfaceliving,studyingandinteractinginenvironmentswhichare
foreign,andsometimeshostileandunforgivingtothem.Internationalstudentsdeservetobeconsidered
morethanjustcashcows.

Ononelevel,theauthorsinthiscollectionprovideinternationalstudentswithavoicetonarratetheir
experiencesofbeingmobile,transientandmigrant.Onanotherlevel,theauthorsmapouthowthose
experiencesarenotonlyshapedbybutalsoimpactonhostcountry(international)educationpolicy
andpractice.Whilethecollectionprovidesin-depthandmultiprongedapproachesastohowcountries
needtoadaptinternationaleducationstakeholderpoliciesandpracticesastheygosteamaheadinthe
ultra-competitiveglobalinternationaleducationmarket,authorssensitivelypointoutthatinternational
studentsarenotmerecommoditiesbutratheragentsofchangewhoneedtobelookedafterandrespected.

EditorKrishnaBistahasbroughttogetherafundamentallyusefulandmuchneededresourcetohelp
informinternationaleducationstakeholdersofthesignificanceofcareforinternationalstudents.The
threadthatbindsthechaptersinthisbooktogetheristheimportanceweshouldalwaysplaceonpaying
attentiontoandprotectinginternationalstudents.Theyare,afterall,attheheartofanyinternational
educationprogram.

Catherine Gomes
RMIT University, Australia
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