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Ethicsofresearchandinnovationhasbecomeaparticularlyimportantfieldinrecentyears,aparticularly
importantcomponentofanyresearchproject,ethicaldimensionsrefertoveryvariedcategoriesofprac-
tice,fromtheprotectionofhumansubjectsinvolvedinmedicalandsocialresearchtoethicalstandards
forthepublicationofresultsresearch.Thedestructivecapacityofthecurrenttechnologyrequiresan
ethicalapproach,balancingthevalueoftheresultswiththerisksinvolvedbytheresearch-ontheone
hand,butmorerecentlywiththeestimationofthepossibleconsequencesthattheimplementationofthe
technologiesresultingfromtheinnovationresearchcanhaveforthesubjectsoftheresearch,respectively
forthelocalortheglobalhumancommunity,goingtoradicalmutationsintheexistenceandbecoming
ofthehumanspecies.

EthicsisatermderivedfromtheGreek“ethos”–manner,habit,character,anditdesignatesaphilo-
sophicaldisciplinethatstudiesthetheoreticalandpracticalaspectsofmorality.Incurrentlanguage,the
termethicsisusedsynonymouslywiththatofmoral.

Theappliedethicsaimstodiscusstheethicalspecificfeaturesofsomecontroversialanddifficult
aspectsofcontemporarylife,whosemanagementcannotbeachievedexclusivelythroughthetheories
ofclassicalphilosophicalethics.

Ethicsofresearchandinnovation,asaparticulardimensionofappliedethics,isatransdisciplinary
approachparexcellence,requiringknowledgebothfromthegeneralsphereofethicaltheories,aswell
asfromtheparticularfieldofscienceinwhichitisexercised.Amongthespecificthemesconsidered
intheapproachingoftheethicsofresearchandinnovation,whichwefindinthisvolume,wemention:

• Ethicalvalueofknowledge;
• Ethicallimitsofknowledge;
• ResponsibilitytowardstheOther;
• Researchonhumansubjects,limitsandethicalrisks;
• Normative perspectives in research on human subjects: Oviedo Convention, Belmont Report,

HelsinkiDeclaration,CouncilofEuropeDirectivesetc.;
• Principlesofresearchonhumansubjects(principleofnon-maleficence,principleofbeneficence,

principleofjustice,principleofpromotingtheautonomy);
• Ethicsofsciencepublicationandcommunication;
• Ethicalprinciplesinconductingresearch;
• Ethicalperspectivesinthedesignoftheresearchproject;Ethicalapprovalforresearch;Standards

andproceduresforobtaininginformedconsent;Protectionofresearchparticipants;Datamanage-
ment;Conflictofinterests;Theresponsibilityoftheresearcherandtheresearchinstitution;
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• Ethicalmisconductinresearch:plagiarism,forgeryofdata,ghostwriting;
• Researchinvolvingvulnerablepopulations;
• Consentinresearch;
• ResearchEthicsCommittees;
• Ethicalperspectivesontheuseofmedicaltechnologies;
• Medicallyassistedhumanreproduction;
• Experimentsonhumanembryos;
• Ethicsoftechnologieswithamajorimpactonlifestyle;
• EthicsofArtificialIntelligencedevelopment;
• Ethicsinresearchinthenaturalandlifesciences:geneticallymodifiedorganisms.

THE CHALLENGES

Abusingethicsandturningitintoacoercivesystemturnsethicsintoitsopposite,awitchhunt,ineffec-
tiveinpromotinggoodpracticeinresearch.

Theestablishmentof ethicsof scientific researchandof innovation ispredominantlyhappening
withthepurposeofavoidingmalpracticeandderivedsanctions,andnotfromtrulyinstitutingsocial
responsibility.Socialresponsibilityisalegitimatestructureusedforimagepurposes,andlessatrue
adherencetoethicalvalues.

Inouropinion,theintegrityisnarrowlyunderstoodbymanyresearchersandevenbysomeinstitu-
tionsinvolvedintheethicalregulationofresearchandinnovation,anditispredominantlyreducedto
itsnegativelatitude,whichprohibitstheobtainingofundueresultsfromtheexerciseofvariousactivi-
tiesinthefieldofproductionandcommunicationofknowledge,creatingapartialconfusionwiththe
ethicalcompliancedimension,asitdevelopstoolsforcontrollingnon-conformingbehaviours,called
integritycontrol.Incorrectconductinresearchmaybebasedondeliberatefraud,butalsoonhonest
errorsthattheresearcherwasunawareof,orquestionablepracticesinresearch,amongwhichthemost
frequentarethepublicationofpoorworks,negligenceandsuperficialityincontouringanddeveloping
theresearch,inusingtheresearchprocedures,indevelopingthecriticalapparatusandincitingsources,
uncorrectederrors,etc.

Unfortunatelytheethicaldiscourseinthesphereofresearchandinnovationisofareactivenature,
beinggenerallyconcernedwiththeincreasingreportednumberofcasesofunethicalconductandwith
anattempttouniversalizetheretributivecharacterofethics.Weareinfavourofanethicsofresearch
basedonaclearandeffectivenormativeconstructionthatfacilitatesthevoluntaryadherenceofmembers
oftheacademiccommunitytothevaluesunderpinningethicsinresearchandinnovation,amongwhich
weconsiderthatthedignity-ofhumanbeingaswellasofhumanityingeneral-,thehonesty,thetrust,
therespectfortheperson,theautonomyoftheparticipantsinresearch,thetransparency,theequity,the
equalopportunities,alltheseholdtheplaceofhonour.

SEARCHING FOR SOLUTION

Epistemologicalperspectivesgainanethicalsenseinthecontextoftrustingtheresultsoftheresearch.
Theprinciplesofresearchethics:benevolence,non-maleficence,respectfortheautonomyofresearch
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participants,justice,shouldbethebasisoftheconductofanypersonengagedinresearchorinnovation,
adheringtotheseprinciplesandtoothersalike,generallyvalidorspecifictoeachparticularfieldof
researchbeingtheguaranteeofhonestyandproperdemeanour.

Thetruth,inthecontextofnewepistemologiesofpost-positivistnature,acquiresethicalsignificance
incorrelationwith themethodologyofscienceandresearch.Scientificresearch isconsidered tobe
burdenedbythesubjectivityoftheresearcher,butinthesametimethiswillimposeonhimtheethical
responsibilityforthesocialsignificanceoftheresearch,thecorrectnessoftheuseofmethodology,the
honesty,thepresentationofthelimitsofresearch,includingtheepistemicandmethodologicalones,and
fortheneedsofthesubjectsinvolvedintheinvestigation.Collaborativecreativityandpeerrevieware
bothelementsofethicalvalence.Collaborationandcollegialityimplyanaffirmativeethics,anassump-
tionthattheOther-thecolleague,thefinancier,thereader-isnotonlyequaltome,butalsoaresource
withoutwhichmyownresearchwouldbecomeimpossibleanduseless.

Deontologicalnormsshouldhaveasbasisanethicalvalue,totranslateitintoamoralmaxim.The
Kantianmodel provides suchvalue, namely thehumandignity,which is transposed into themoral
principleintheformofthatsecondformulationofthecategoricalimperative,whichclaimstotreata
humanbeingasanaiminitselfandneverasameans.Thefulfilmentofthisimperativerequiresthe
individual’sabilitytorationalizehisbehaviourinsuchawaythathisownmoralnormcanstandasa
moralmaximforothers.

IntheKantianvision,themoralsubjectmusthavethecapacitytobuilditsownmoralnorms,and
toactinsuchawaythattheycanbeconsidereduniversalmaxims,integrityistheconsistencyinthe
implementationoftheseownmoralnorms,whileautonomyisthecapacityofthesubjecttoestablishsuch
rules.Integrity-ingeneral,inresearchandinnovationinthiswork-issynonymouswithhonestyand
fairness,beingaconductoppositetohypocrisy,falsity,inconsistency.Integrityaimstoexpresspersonal
virtuesinresearch,especiallycompliancewithstandards,thatgovernsacertainareaofresearchand
innovation.Integrityisusuallyanalysedfromthenegativeperspective,insistingontheneedtocontrol
unethicalconduct.Intheframeworkofaffirmativeethicspoliciesinthefieldofresearchandinnova-
tion,theemphasisisonintegrityasavirtue,andonthepromotionofintegrityintheorganizational
environmentanditsinternalization.

Theaffirmativeperspectiveofintegrityreferstotheindividual’seffortstomaintainconsistencywith
himselfandhisownauthenticity.Lackofintegrityleadstoanon-authenticbehaviourinthesensethat
theindividualcannolongerbecoherentwithhimselffromamoralpointofview.Inordertoproperly
assesstheintegrityofapersonororganization,itmustbetakenintoaccountthesystemofvaluesand
principlesthatgovernethicalbehaviour.Intheabsenceofaresearchethicspolicyattheresearching
organizationlevel,orofaspecializedintechnologyforthetransferandimplementationofinnovation
one,aswellasanethicsmanagementsystemattheOrganizationlevel,wecannotspeakofintegrity
becausewecannotrelatethebehaviouroftheindividualwithapre-existingnormativity.

Webelievethatappliedethics,theethicsofresearchandinnovationintheparticularcaseofthis
writtenwork,shouldavoiditsperpetualpositioningwithinthepurviewoflegitimizingthesocialaction
throughvaluessuchasmoral responsibility, social justice or equality.Ethicsofresearchandinnova-
tionshouldrepresentthehorizonofexcellencereconfiguringtheideaofprofessional virtue.Wemake
adistinctionbetweenminimalethics(minimumacceptablestandardsforsocio-professionalactivity)
thatactnegatively,inaprohibitingwayandaffirmative(appreciative)ethicsthataimstheprofessional
excellencebycodifyingsuccessfulexperiencesinprofessionalstandards.
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Theworkbringstogethersomeofthemainthemesofethicsinresearchandinnovation,whichwill
allowreaders-researchers,butespeciallyresearchersintraining,toacquirethestandardsoftheirown
typeofpracticeandthusavoidanyvoluntarily,butespeciallyinvoluntarilyunethicalbehaviour,which
mayarisefromignoranceoftheethicalmeaningofthetypeofresearchtheresearcherisinvolvedin.

Thevolumecouldbeusedasaresearchethicsmanualindoctoralschools,researchmastersinfields
suchasbiomedicine,technology,andsocialsciences.Wehopethatthevolumewillcontributetothe
unificationofethicalpracticesinthefieldofscienceandtechnologythroughthemutualtransferof
know-howbetweenrelativelyseparateresearchareasthroughtheunitaryunderstandingoftheethical
significanceofresearchandgoodpractice,especiallyintermsofpublication,avoidingmisconductand
assessingthepossibleimpactthatresearchcanhaveontheresults.Thehandbookcanhelpethicists,
membersoftheethicscommittees,counsellorsofethicsandethicsconsultantsaswellasPhDadviser
-generallytheprincipalinvestigatorsand,ultimately,anyresearcherinterestedinethicalreflectionon
theirownpractice.

THE STRUCTURE OF THE VOLUME

Section 1: Integrity and Trust – Core Values in Research Ethics

Section1bringstotheattentionofreaderstheissueofacademicintegrityandtrustthatshouldhappen
atthescientificcommunitylevel.

Chapter 1: From the Ethics of the Research Project to the Ethical Communication 
of Science – Particularities in the Social and Humanistic Fields

Dr.AntonioSandu(ŞtefancelMareUniversityofSuceava,Romania)aimstofamiliarizereaderswith
theethicaldimensionsoftheresearchprojectfromthestageofwritingtheprojectproposalthrough
thepeerreview,obtainingtheopinionofaResearchEthicsCommission-iftheresearchinvolvesthe
participationofhumansubjects-theimplementationoftheresearchproject,collectingandprocessing
datauntiltheresultsarecommunicatedandpublished.

Chapter 2: Research Integrity Dissemination System – “Science RIDS of Misconduct”

Dr.ArtemArtyukhov(SumyStateUniversity,Ukraine)andDr.TetyanaVasilyeva(SumyStateUni-
versity,Ukrainereviewaseriesofunethicalbehavioursinresearch,suggestingaperspectiveEastern
Europeonthedisseminationofethicalpracticesandthefightagainstinappropriateconduct.Theauthors
presentacasestudyontheexistenceandfunctioningoftheResearchIntegrityDisseminationSystem
attheiruniversityoforigin.

Chapter 3: Relevance and Importance of Ethics in Post-
Grad Research at South African Universities

Dr.VannieNaidoo(UniversityofKwaZulu-Natal,SouthAfrica)proposesareviewoftheemergenceand
stagesofthedevelopmentofresearchethics.Theperspectiveaddressedbytheauthoraims,througha
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casestudy,fortherelevanceofresearchethicsasperceivedbypost-graduatestudentsinSouthAfrican
Universitiesfortheirownresearch.

Chapter 4: Comparative Analysis of the Codes of 
Ethics in Top Universities in Romania

TomiţăCiulei(ValahiaUniversityfromTargoviste,Romania)analysestheethicalframeworkofthere-
searchincludedintheethicscodesoftheRomanianuniversities.Thelackofunityinapproachingethical
standardsbetweenthedifferentuniversitiesanalysedexplainsanumberofnegativeconsequencesthat
theseunethicalbehaviourscanhaveatuniversitylevelbydiminishingtheperceivedvalueofacademic
integrityandacademicautonomy,butalsoofsocietyingeneral.

Chapter 5: The Effects of the “Publish or Perish Syndrome” 
on Research and Innovation in Nigerian Universities – 
Insights From Recent Research and Case Studies

Dr.FloribertPatrickC.Endong(UniversityofCalabar,Nigeria)makesacritique,fromanethicalper-
spective,uponthepracticeofconditioningtheacademicstatusbythevolumeofpublicationsandnot
necessarilybytheirscientificquality.Theunethicalelementsreviewedareaboutpublishingforpurely
capitalisticmotives,theuseofunorthodoxmethodologiestoboostcitationindex,andfictiveauthorship
ofresearchworksamongothers.

Section 2: Ethics of Research With Human Subjects

Thesecondsectionbringstothereader’sattentionaseriesofspecificaspectsoftheresearchinvolving
thehumanparticipant,theimperativeofrespectfortheautonomyoftheparticipantsintheresearch,
andhencetheneedtoobtaininformationofinformedconsentfromthem,theprotectionoftherights
oftheparticipantsintheresearch,risksandbenefitsofresearchfortheparticipantandforthesociety,
careforparticipantsbelongingtovulnerablepopulations,etc.Withinthissection,althoughstartingfrom
bio-medicalresearch,itisintendedtoextendtheethicalprinciplesofresearchonhumanbeingsalsofor
researchinthepsycho-socialandeconomicfield.

Chapter 6: Vulnerability in Research – Defining, Applying, and Teaching the Concept

Dr.SanaLoue(CaseWesternReserveUniversitySchoolofMedicine,USA)andDr.BebeLoff(Monash
UniversitySchoolofPublicHealthandPreventiveMedicine,Australia)conductanextensivereview
ofliteratureontheresearchonpeoplebelongingtodifferentminorities,butalsoonothercategoriesof
vulnerablepersons.

Chapter 7: Addressing Research Ethics in Clinical Trials in 4 of the 
Former Communist European Countries – A Shared Responsibility

Dr.GeorgeFlorianMacarie(UniversityofMedicineandPharmacy“CarolDavila”Bucharest,Romania)
andAnaVoichitaTebeanu(UniversityPolitehnicaofBucharest,Romania)analysethecompliancewith

xxi



Preface

clinicalresearchethicsinthecountriesthatarenewintermsofimplementationorbuildinganadequate
structure.Thestudyintendstoassesstheextenttowhichtheclinicaltrialsperformedinfourformer
communistEast-Europeancountriesconsideredtheethicalnormsintotheirresearchprocedures.

Chapter 8: Risk-Benefit Evaluation in Clinical Research Practice

Dr.SamiaHassanRizk(CairoUniversity,Egypt)makesaliteraturereviewoversomekeyconceptsin
thefieldofethicsregardingresearchonhumansubjects,wherethesetermsarereviewedfromtheper-
spectiveofethicalprinciplesandtheirapplicabilityinordertoensureafavourablerisk-benefitbalance,
accordingtotheethicalprincipleofbeneficence.

Chapter 9: Informed Consent in Research Involving Human Subjects

Dr.AntonioSandu(UniversityofSuceava,Romania)andAnaFrunză(LUMENResearchCenterin
SocialandHumanisticSciences)presentInformedConsent(IC)inresearchasakeyelementinensuring
theethicalcharacterofanyresearchinvolvinghumansubjects,eitherbio-medicalorpsychosocial.IC
involvesthreeelements:validity,communicationofinformationanddeliberation.

Chapter 10: Personhood, Cultural Ethics, and Biomedical 
Research – African vs. Euro-American Perspectives

Dr.IkeValentineIyioke(UniversityofMichigan-Flint,USA)developsamulticulturalperspectiveof
redefiningtheconceptofpersonhoodasitisusedinresearchethicsprinciples.

Chapter 11: The Ethics of Risk in Psychiatry – The 
Interplay Between Risk and Probability

Dr.JeanPierreClero(UniversitedeRouen,France)identifiesaseriesofethicalissuesrelatingtothe
particularityoftheillnessesandalsoofthepatientsintheresearchandtherapyofpsychiatricpatients.

Chapter 12: Ethical Issues in Couple and Family Research and Therapy

Dr.MariaNicoletaTurliuc(AlexandruIoanCuzaUniversity,Romania)andOctavSorinCandel(Alexan-
druIoanCuzaUniversity,Romania)showthatincoupleandfamilyresearchandtherapy,theperspective
changesfromtheindividualtothedyadorgroup.Thechapterpresentsanoverviewofcurrentresearch
topics in family researchand therapy,suchas intimatepartnerviolence, illnessormulticulturalism,
insistingontheirethicalimplicationsforthefamilyitselfandforsociety.Thechapterproposesaseries
ofpossibleapproachestoethicaldilemmasemerginginthepsycho-socialresearchofthefamily.

Section 3: Ethical Evaluation of Technologies and Responsibility 
Toward Their Implications for Humankind

Section3addressestheissueoftheethicalresponsibilityofresearchorganizationsfromtheperspective
ofthesocial,ecological,culturalandevenanthropologicalimpactthattechnologiessuchasbio-medical
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(cloning,geneticengineering,humanembryoresearch)mayhave,thosewhoaimatdevelopingcomput-
ingtechnologiesandconstructingartificialintelligence,humanenhancementtechnologiesetc.

Chapter 13: The Ethics of Embryonic Stem Cells Research – The Human 
Being in the Early Stages of Development: A “Medicine” or an End in Itself?

AlexandraHuidu(ResearcheratLUMENResearchCenter inSocialandHumanisticSciences, Iasi,
Romania)raisesanumberofcontroversiesofanethicalnaturerelatedtoEmbryonicstemcellresearch.

Chapter 14: Tailoring Humans – The Ethics of Genetic Engineering

AlexandraHuidu(ResearcheratLUMENResearchCenterinSocialandHumanisticSciences,Iasi,Ro-
mania)analysestheethicalperspectivesofgeneticresearchandhumangenomedecryption.Theauthor
assertsthatwhatbeganasanattempttoeradicateseriousillnessesseemstohavebecome,insomecases,
undertheimpetusofhumanimaginationandtechnologicalevolution,anexercisebywhichscientists
cometocompetewiththeattributesofdivinity:augmentinghumanbeingsatabasiclevel,thataffects
theidentityofthespecies.Hybridembryosandchimericembryos,althoughstillintheexperimental
stage,canbecomearealityinrelativelyshorttime.Theethicalanalysisproposedbytheauthoraimsat
answeringquestionslikeWhatarethelimitsandwhoorwhatsetsthestandards?

Chapter 15: AIRSE – The Ethics of Artificial Intelligent Robots and Systems

Dr.BogdanPopoveniuc(ŞtefancelMareUniversityofSuceava,Romania)formulatesaseriesofethi-
calreflectionsinvolvedinthedevelopmentofArtificialIntelligencetechnologyandthepossibilityof
TechnologicalSingularity,amachinethatuseslearningalgorithmstoovercomehumanintelligence,not
onlyintermsofcomputingpowerbutalsoofgeneralintelligence.

Chapter 16: White-Collar Criminals and Organizational 
Criminology – Theoretical Perspectives

Dr.SeçilTaştan(MarmaraUniversity,Turkey)presentsaconceptualizationofwhite-collarcriminality
andenablestounderstandthepsychological,organizationalandsituationalmotivesbehindwhite-collar
crimes.Thepresentedperspectiveaimstofacilitatethecreationofanethicalorganizationalclimatethat
avoidsunethicalbehaviouroreventhevariousformsoffraud.
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