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ABSTRACT

Readingpromotionisakeyserviceofthepubliclibrary.Thisarticleinvestigatesthecurrentstateof
readingpromotioninpubliclibrariesinChina.Therewere86publiclibrarieschosenasasample.
TheresearchfindsthatChineselibrarieshavebeenpayingmoreandmoreattentiontotheimportance
ofreadingpromotion.Avarietyofreadingpromotionservicesandprogramsarebeingcarriedout,
including reading festivals, booklists, reading contests, reading communication and lectures on
reading.Publiclibrariestendtoapplymoretowardsthedigitalplatformwhenpromotingreading.
PubliclibrarieshavecooperatedwithNGOandbusinessfieldstopromotereading.Thisstudysuggests
morecanbedonetoimprovetheservice,includingimprovingthelibrarian’sknowledgeofgenre
books,enhancingreadingcommunication,deeplyinvestigatingmeasurementofreadingpromotion,
andtheinfluenceofcontractingoutreadingprograms.
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INTRodUCTIoN

Beforethe21stcentury,ReadingAdvisoryandPromotionwasnotamainserviceorprogramin
publiclibrariesinChina,thoughitisnotnewtopubliclibrarians.Wuxi,theformerdirectorofthe
ReadingPromotionCommitteeofLibrarySocietyofChina,oncepointedoutthatreadingpromotion
isamarginalservice,andalwaysaserviceassupplementalandoccasional(Wuxi,2015).Whenthe
21stcenturyarrived,thesituationchanged.ThecentralgovernmentofChinabegantofocusmore
andmoreonpubliccultureinfrastructuretomeetthepublic’sneeds,andinvestedmoreonpublic
culturefacilities,includingthepubliclibrary.Manypubliclibraries’space,furniture,buildings,and
collectionhaveimprovedgreatly,whichbuiltastrongfoundationtoprovidereadingservicesand
programs.TheLibrarySocietyofChina(LSC)makesagreatefforttopushreadingservicesinpublic
libraries.In2006LSCfoundedtheScientificPromotionandReadingInstructionCommittee,which
had6divisionsatthattime.In2010,theCommitteechangedthenametotheReadingPromotion
Committeeandtherewasanincreasefrom6to15divisions.In2015,thenumberofdivisionsincreased
to22.TheCommitteepublishedaseriesoftextbooksonreadingpromotion,heldworkshopstotrain
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librarians,andsetupawardsonreadingpromotion.Duetotheemphasisofthecentralgovernment
andtheprofessionaleffortsofLSC,readingpromotioninthepubliclibrariesofChinadeveloped
veryrapidly.Ithasbecomeafundamentalandimportantserviceinpubliclibraries.Ontheannual
conferenceofLSC,theseminarsaboutreadingpromotionarethemostpopularonesamongallthe
seminars.Since2015,theReadingPromotionCommitteehasheld9trainingworkshopsondifferent
topicsaboutreadingpromotion,andmorethan300librarianstookpartineachworkshop.Inthe
6thrunofpubliclibraryassessmentwhichwasheldin2017,indicationsaboutreadingpromotion
weighmore.As tocity levelpublic libraries, readingpromotionandsocialeducationscores70,
whilereferencescores30.Thisisalsoasignthatreadingpromotionismoreandmoreimportantin
publiclibrariesinChina.

LITeRATURe ReVIew

InChinese,“readingpromotion”is“阅读推广”and“publiclibrary”is“公共图书馆.”Asubject
searchwiththesetwowordswasconductedintheCNKI(ChinaNationalKnowledgeInfrastructure,
the largest academicarticledatabase inChina).The first articlewaspublished in2006.Since
2012,morethan100articleswerepublishedeachyear,andin2016,thenumberofpublications
increasedto442.ThisindicatesthatscholarsintheLISfieldarepayingmoreattentiontoreading
promotioninpubliclibraries.

Chinesescholar’sresearchonreadingpromotioninpubliclibrariesfocusesonthreeaspects.
Thefirstisaboutaspecificlibrary’sreadingpromotionpractice,suchasLiaoningProvinceLibrary
(Meng,2013),HubeiProvinceLibrary(Li,2014),SuzhouLibrary(Xu,Jin,&Zhang,2014),and
NingboLibrary(Liu&Hong,2017).Anotherfocusistoinvestigatethereadingpromotionpractice
ofpubliclibrariesinspecialareas,suchasthePearlRiverDeltaregion(Dai,2017),ShanxiProvince
(Li,2016),HefeiareainAnhuiProvince(Cheng,2017),Guangzhouarea(Li,2014),andDongguan
area(Wen,2017).Besidesthefocusesmentionedabove,thereisalsoresearchonspecialkindsof
readingpromotion,suchassurveyofstorytimeofpicturebooksinpubliclibraries(Fengli,2017),
explorationonreadingsalons(Fu,2014), investigationofreadingjournalofpublic libraries(Li,
2014),andbookrecommendationsofpubliclibrariesontheweb(Xu,2014).ThereisalsoanEnglish
paperonreadingpromotioninpubliclibrariesinChina,anditismainlyaboutbookrecommendations
andreadinginterestofChinesepubliclibraryusers(Sun&Xie,2016).Alltheseresearchesgivethe
studyinformation,dataandideastofurtherinvestigatethecurrentstate,characteristicsandtrends
ofreadingpromotioninChinesepubliclibrariesasawhole.

Figure 1. Publications on reading promotion in public libraries, 2006-2017
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ReSeARCH MeTHod

InChina,therearemorethan3000publiclibraries,andthisstudyadoptedasamplingsurveyfor
theselibraries.PubliclibrariesinthisstudywerechosenbasedontheListsofNationwideReading
ExcellenceOrganizationandNationwideReadingBasefrom2008to2017(thesetwoawardsare
foundedbyLSC).Thestudychose86publiclibrariesthatwereconsideredfortheirregional(Figure
2)andadministrativelevel(Figure3).Astoregionaldistribution,thereisatleastonesamplepublic
libraryineachprovince,andanumberofsamplelibrariesintheeasternareaisalittlemorethanthe
numbersinthewesternarea.Asfortheadministrativeleveldistribution,thereare4sampleprovincial
publiclibraries.55municipal/prefecturalpubliclibraries,and27countypubliclibraries.Figure3
showsadministrativeleveldistributionofsamplepubliclibrariesinthestudy.

After thesample librarieswerechosen, theresearcherscollecteddatafromthewebsite,and
WeChatfromthelibrariesWeChatservices.ResearchersalsosearchedthewebsiteofQuanminyuedu
(officialwebsiteofReadingPromotionCommitteeofLSC),andtheCNKIdatabasetofindthereading
promotionreportsofsamplelibraries.Astoeachsamplelibrary,thestudyrecordedthefollowing
details:first,thenameofthereadingservicetargetgroup,second,thenameofthereadingprogram
targetgroup,andthird,othercontentrelatedtoareadingserviceorprogram.

ReSULTS

Variety of Reading Services and Programs
Afterthoroughinvestigation,theauthorsfoundthatthemainformsofreadingpromotioninpublic
libraries are reading festivals (ceremony), booklist/recommendation, reading-related contests,
socialreadingprograms(readingasasocialactivity,includingbookdiscussion,bookgroups,book

Figure 2. Region distribution of sample public libraries in this study
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exchange),andlecturesonreading(Figure4).Figure4showsthemainformsofreadingpromotion
inpubliclibrariesinChina.

Reading Festival
Areadingfestivalisalarge-scalepromotionprogram.Underthesituationofalowpublicreading
ratio, thereshouldbelargeprogramstoinvoketheawarenessofreading.(Wang,2016)Fanalso
pointedoutthatattheearlyageofreadingpromotion,readingfestivalisthemainform(Fan,2015).
In2004,LSCundertooktheprogramofNationalReadingMonth.Onthatprogram,LSCintroduced
theWorldBookandCopyrightDaytoChina,andcarriedoutdifferentreadingactivities.Fromthat

Figure 3. Administrative level distribution of sample public libraries in the study

Figure 4. Main forms of reading promotion in public libraries in China
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yearon,manypubliclibrariesbegantoholdaceremonyonthe23rdofApril.Italwaysinvolvesabig
ceremonyonalargesquare,agovernmentdirector’sspeech,anauthor-visit,large-groupreciting,
signaturewall,lectures,anddisplays.Thetimelineofareadingfestivaldiffersamonglibraries,from
onedaytooneweek,onemonth,orevenlonger.Among86samplepubliclibraries,77(90%)have
heldareadingfestival.Bynow,thereadingfestivalhasshownthetendencytobetopical.Thereare
manyexamples,includingareadingceremonyaboutruralareasinLanzhoulibrary,ateenreading
ceremonyofChaoYangDistrictLibraryinBeijing,achildren’s’readingceremonyofChancheng
DistrictinFoshancity,andafarmers’readingceremonyofJiangsuProvinceLibrary.

Withthedevelopmentofthereadingfestival,itattractsalotofpeopletotakepartintheevent.
DongguanLibrarybegantoholdareadingceremonyannuallyin2005.Intenyears,thefestivalhas
operated4785programsandmorethan39millionpeopletookpart(Wen,2017).Thatmeansthere
areabout4millionpeopleperyearthatattendtheevents.TheChengjiangRiverreadingfestival,is
alargeoneacrosstheHubeiProvince.In2016,publiclibrariesintheHubeiProvincetookaction
atthesametime,andheld2571activities,335lectures,110displays,and587readingprograms
forchildren.Throughlargescalesandvariousactivities,thereadingceremonyimprovedpeople’s
awarenessandthesignificanceofreadingintheirlives.

Booklist/Recommendation
Compilingabooklisttohelpreadersfindsuitablebooksisafundamentalworkofpubliclibrarians.
Fromthesurvey,theauthorsfoundthatabout71(82%)publiclibrariesprovidebooklistsorabook
display.Throughanalyzingthebooklistsof2017,itshowedthatbooklistsinpubliclibrarieshave
thefollowingcharacteristics.

Bookrecommendationarebecomingregularorroutine,andamong71publiclibrariesthathave
abookrecommendationservice,50(70%)havearegulartimeframe.Among50publiclibraries,30
(60%)provideabooklistoncepermonth,20(40%)provideabooklistoneormoretimesperweek.

Bookrecommendationshaveanemphasisonnewtitles,children’sbooks,andclassicbooks.
AccordingtoSunandXie’sresearch,83.67percentofpubliclibrariesdisplaythenewtitleslist,which
canbefoundonthelibraries’website(Sun&Xie,2016).Thisstudyalsofoundthatpubliclibraries
placeanemphasisonnewtitlelists.Among71publiclibraries,60(84%)havenewtitlelists,and
besidesnewtitleslists,manylibrariesputmucheffortonsubjecttitlelists.Similartosubjecttitle
lists,children’s’booklists,andclassicbooklistsareverycommon.Thereare57(80%)ofpublic
librariesthathavechildren’sbooklists,recommendedpicturestorybooks,popularsciencebooks,
andtransitionalbooks.Subsequently,38(53%)publiclibrariesprovideclassicbooklists.Atypical
exampleistheShenzhenLibrary’sclassicbooklistforfamilies.Since2014,theShenzhenLibrary
hasinvitedexpertstogivetheirrecommendationsandchooseabout30titlesfortheirlist.Bynow,
theclassicbooklisthasrecommended120titlesaltogether.

ItiscommonforpubliclibrariestorecommendbooksbyWeChat.Thestudyshowedthat55
outof71publiclibrariesusedWeChattopublishtheirbooklists.Buttheamountofbrowsingisnot
satisfactory,mostbooklistswerebrowsedunder200times.Theauthorsfoundthattheoriginalbooklist
willgetmoreattention,whiletheforwardedversionofotherlistsalwaysgetlessattentionorbrowsing.

Reading-Related Contest
Contests are a common form of reading program, especially book review contests and reciting
contests.Thedetailsshowthat66outof86publiclibrariesinthisstudyhaveheldreading-related
contests.Besidesbookreviewcontestsandrecitingcontests,therearealsoDIYpicturebookcontests,
andstorytellingcontests.Herearesomeexamples:YaanLibrary’sclassicrecitingcontestforkids,
JingdezhenLibrary’sclassicpoemandessayrecitingcontestforschoolstudents,LiuzhouLibrary’s
DIYpicturebookcontest,andHefeiLibrary’sspeechcontestonreadingfordisadvantagedpeople.

Regardingcontests,somescholarshaveexpressedtheirworries,suchasFanBingsi,andZhao
Junling.Theyarguedthatcontestsonlyrewardthosewhoalreadyhaveagreaterpropensitytoread
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andahigherlevelofreadingability.BingsiandZhaoalsoclaimthatcontestsdonoturgethosewho
reallyneedreadinghelptoengageinreading,ortoreadinabetterway,andmayevendiscourage
theirwillingnesstoread.Manylibrarieshavestartedtoreformorchangethismodel.Somelibraries
borrowedthemodelfromthehotCCTVreadingshow---Reader.Manycitylibraries,suchasBeijing,
Shanghai,Shijiazhuang,andsoon,buildreading-aloudpavilions,whicharesmallseparatedspaces
withprofessionalrecordingequipmentandreadingscripts.Theauthors learnedfromthesample
librarian’sWeChatthatmanypeoplecometothelibrarytotryaprofessionalreadingaloudexperience.

Social Reading Program
A library is a platform for communication and should promote reading communication (Zhao,
2013).Asforpubliclibraries,therearetwomainwaystoachievethisgoal:onewayistoholdbook
discussions,andtheotherwayistoprovideservicestobookgroups.

Regardingbookdiscussions,among86publiclibraries,thereare53publiclibrariesthathave
heldbookdiscussionsorbooksalonsconsistently.

As for services tobookgroups, thereare10 libraries thatprovidepromotionor space.The
DongguanLibrarymadeanexhibitabout14bookgroupsinDongguantoletthembeknownbythe
public.Someotherpubliclibraries,suchasBinhaiNewDistrictLibraryofTianjin,andDushuhu
LibraryinSuzhou,provideaspacetobookgroups.

Besidesthetwoexamplesabove,thereisalsoanotherkindofreadingcommunication,whichis
booksharingorabookexchange.TheCapitalCityLibraryofBeijinghasorganizedabookexchange
marketeveryyearsince2008.Theprocessisjustlikethis:thereadertakesthebookstheywantto
exchangetothelibrary,andthelibrarianprovidesaticketforeachbook.Thelibrarianwillcollectand
choosefromallthebooksthataresuitabletobeonthemarket,andonthemarketdays,thereadercan
choosebooksbyusingthetickets.Thismodelmakesthesparebooksmoveontopeoplewhomay
beinterestedinthem.AnotherexampleisabooksharingprogramintheSuzhouDushuhuLibrary.
Thecitizensmaytakeanybookstothemarket,recommendbookstootherpeople,orexchangebooks
withotherpeople.Ithasaten-yearhistory,anditisverypopularamongcitydwellersofSuzhou.

Lectures on Reading
LecturesareverycommoninpubliclibrariesinChina.Manylibrarieshavedistinctanddiverselecture
brands,suchasthe“ShangtuLecture”inShanghaiLibraryandthe“WenlanLecture”inHangzhou
Library.According to theYearbookofChineseLibraries (2012), eachprovincial andprefecture
-levelpubliclibraryheldanaverageof32.2lecturesin2011.Thetopicsoflecturescoverliterature,
culture,health,law,andhistory.Whilesomescholarsputforwardthatlecturesareakindofreading
promotionactivity,thisstudyarguedthatonlythelecturesaboutreadingcanbeputintothereading
promotioncategory.Lecturesabouthealthorlaworothertopicswhichhavenodirectrelationwith
reading,thereforewerenotrecordedasresearchdata.

Thestudyfoundthat48outof86publiclibrariesheldreadinglectures.Topicsforreadinglectures
includetheclassicreading,bookselection,readingandgrowingup.Therearealsoreadinglectures
onaspecialwork,suchashowtoreadRedMansion,oronaspecialissue,suchasapoem.Asforthe
lectureform,alibrary-insidelecturewastheonlyformforalongtime.Inordertoextendtheservice,
manypubliclibrariesexpandedlecturestocounty,schools,villages,andcommunities.Inorderto
increasethenumberofpatrons,manylibrariesadoptedlive-broadcastingoflectures.Somelibraries
divided the lecture into several5-8minutesunits (micro-videos), andprovided themviamobile
libraryorAPPtoaccommodatetheneedsoftimefragmentation.Inordertosharelectureresources
ofpubliclibraries,theNationalLibraryofChina(NLC)foundedtheLibraryLectureConsortium.
Manyprovincessetupalectureconsortiumintheprovince-widearea.Thenationalandprovincial
consortiumsoffersignificantassistancetocountylibraries,aswellaswesternlibrariesthatareunable
tofindoraffordalecturer.
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New Trends
Duringtheresearchintothepracticeofreadingpromotioninpubliclibraries,theauthorsfoundtwo
trends,digitalandcooperative.

Asfordigitaltrends,therearetwomeanings,andthefirstoneistopromotegoingdigital.Public
librariesusemanykindsofdigitalplatformstopromotereading,suchasWeChat,andlivevideo
platforms.TheLangfangAnciDistrictLibrarysetupabookrecommendationchannelonYizhibo(一
直播,alivevideoplatforminChina).Anotherwayistopromotedigitalbooks.Thetypicalexample
isScanQRcodeandreadinthewholecity.

ScanQRcodeandread,inthewholecityisareadingprogramlaunchedbytheDongguanLibrary
in2016.Theprogramchoosesgoodbooksfromavarietyofbookawardlists,thentheyputtheprinted
QRcodesofthesebooksonthepostersinparks,squares,shoppingmalls,travelsites,busstops,and
alsospreadstheQRcodesbytheAPPoftheDongguanLibrary.Inhalfayear,APPinstallationsand
usersofWeChatoftheDongguanLibraryincreasedby40%.ThedownloadtimesbyAPPonly,was
up6300times.Sincetheprogramhasgoodeffects,theReadingPromotionCommitteeofLSCmade
itanationalprograminOctober2016,andcalleditScanQRcodeandreadinonehundredcities.The
committeechose9digitalbooksperseason,andmadeitavailabletothepublicbyscanningQRcodes.

Thepubliclibraryisbecomingmoreandmorecooperativewithotherlibrariesandotheragencies.
IntheAnhuiprovince,areadingpromotionconsortiumwassetupin2014,andtheiraimistointegrate
resources related to readingpromotion, designprovincial readingprogram, and improve service
efficiency.Besidescooperationwithinthepubliclibraryfield,publiclibrariespaymuchattentionto
integratingresourcesoutsideoftheirownfield.

Therearemanyexamplesofcooperationbetweenthelibraryandotheragencies.TheChangjiang
RiverreadingFestivalenrolled100readingleadersfromdifferentfieldsandcareers,andthese100
readingleaderswillleaddiscussionsonlineandoffline.TheHubeiProvinceLibraryalsocooperates
with theHubeiTVStation toproduceaTVshowcalledReading Leaders Talk.TheDongGuan
LibraryemphasizestheroleofvolunteersandNGOsinreadingpromotion.Withthecontribution
ofindividuals,groupsandorganizations,theDongguanLibrary’sreadingprogramreachesoutto
kindergartens,schools,parksandcommunities.TheLangfangCityLibrarycooperateswithafolk
readingorganizationtoperformstorytellinginthelibrary,andtheWuxiHigh-techDistrictLibrary
cooperated with Fandeng Reading Group (a large company) to hold book discussion sessions.
Furthermore,theBeijingChaoyangDistrictLibrarypurchasedchildrenreadingservicesfromthe
YoubeiLibrary,anorganizationthatfocusesonchildren’sreading.

dISCUSSIoNS ANd SUGGeSTIoNS

FromtheinvestigationonthestateofreadingpromotionsinpubliclibrariesinChina,thestudyfinds
thatreadingpromotionhasbecomethemostimportantserviceinpubliclibraries.Therearefivemain
formsofreadingpromotioninpubliclibrariesinChina:readingfestivals,booklists,contests,book
discussionsorbookgroups,andlecturesonreading.Theframeworkofreadingpromotionhasbeen
setup,andbynow,readingpromotioninpubliclibrarieshastransformedfromreadingawarenessto
therecommendationofgoodbooks,readingmethods,andreadingcommunication.Readingfestivals
havedevelopedveryfast,andbooklistshavebecomeregularlypublished,butneedsimprovementto
attractmoreattention.Librariansshouldhaveageneralknowledgeaboutspecificgenrebooks,so
heorshewillhaveconfidencetorecommendbooksandwriteoriginalbookreviews.Manypublic
librarieshaveregularreadingprogramsalready,suchasstorytellingandbookdiscussions,butthe
numberofthoselibrariesisnotsatisfactory.TheauthorgavealecturetopubliclibrariansofYunnan
Provincein2017,andaskedwhichlibrarieshavestorytelling,andonly2outof50providestory
tellingservices.Publiclibrariesneedtogivemoreattentiontotheregularreadingprograms.

Itisgoodthatmostpubliclibrarieshaverealizedreadinghabitscannotbedevelopedinoneday,
andinstead,itisalongprocess.Manypubliclibrariesofferprogramstohelpreaderstodeveloptheir
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readinghabits,andthe21-daysreadinghabitissuchaprogram.Publiclibrariesaskthereadersto
registereverydayiftheyread,andafterthereadersreadfor21days,publiclibrarieswillgiveprizes
tosomereaders.Manylibrariesbeganexploringmethodsthatwouldhelppeopledevelopreading
habitsandreadingliteracy,butthecurrentresearchisnotstrongenoughtogivethepracticeatheory
foundationaboutreadingmethods,readingliteracyandreadingefficiency.

PubliclibrariesinChinapaycloseattentiontochildren,olderpeople,anddisadvantagedgroups,
suchasblindpeople.Becausethepubliclibrarysystemisnotwelldevelopedinsomeareas,itis
difficulttospreadthereadingpromotiontoruralareas.ThereisavillagelibrarysysteminChina,
butitdoesnotworkwell.Howtoinvokethesesystemstoincorporateitwithpubliclibraries,isa
questionneedingfurtherstudy.

Sofar,publiclibrariesadoptedmanykindsofdigitalplatformstopromotereading.Whilethere
isnotmuchknownaboutwhichplatformissuitableforwhichtargetgroups,andwhatkindsofbooks
aresuitablefordigitalpromotion,alltheseissuesneedtobestudiedfurther.

Whilecooperationincreasestheservicescopeofpubliclibraries,andreleasestheburdenof
shortageoflibrarians,therearenewissuesthatneedtobetakenintoaccount.Oneissueishowto
keeplibrarians’corecompetitivenesswhenpurchasingmanyservicesfromoutsidesources.Though
the central government policy about public culture encourages the development of folk culture
organizations,professionallibrariansmustthinkaboutwhatkindofservicemaybepurchased,or
providedfromoutsidethelibrarysystem.Additionally,whatkindofpurchasesshouldbeprovided
fromoutsidethelibrarysystem.AsthePublic Library Lawthatwasissuedon4thNovemberhas
stated:pushing,guiding,andservicingtopublicreadingareimportanttasksofpubliclibraries,and
canthepubliclibrariescontractimportantservicesout?Iftheanswerisyes,howcanpubliclibraries
ensurethereadingpromotionprovidedbyotheragenciesisontherighttrack?Alltheseissuesneed
tohavefurtherstudies.

Publiclibrariesconductedmanyreadingpromotionactivities,buttheevaluationprocessisalways
verysimple.Whenreadingprogramsreporttheoutcomes,thereisoftenonlyonemeasure:thenumber
ofattendants.Itisdifficulttojudgetheeffectsthoroughlyjustbyonemeasure,andthereforemore
researchontheevaluationofreadingpromotionservicesorprogramsareneeded.

Readingpromotioninpubliclibrarieshasdevelopedveryfastoverthelasttenyears,andwill
developevenfasterinthenexttenyears.Onthewaytobecomingmoreprofessional,muchmore
workneedstobedone,bothinresearchandinpractice.
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