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ABSTRACT

Thisarticleprovidesabriefsummaryofthedevelopmentoftopic-relatedmultidimensionalreading
services inacademiclibraries inChina.Theauthorsmainlyintroducethemethodsandpractices
thatTongjiUniversityLibraryhasdevelopedfor this typeofservice.Theauthorsalsoincludea
briefingaboutamultidimensionalreadingserviceeventcalled“ReadingthecityJinling-theRed
Mansions”whichwashostedbyNanjingAgricultureUniversityLibraryin2017.Theoreticaland
practicalexplorationssuggestthatacademiclibrariescouldintegratemoreresourcesfromdifferent
areastopromoteadeeperunderstandingofreading,andtomakemorecontributionstoknowledge
transformationandinnovationinChina.
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1. INTRodUCTIoN

Readingisanimportantwaytoacquireknowledgeandgainwisdom.Itisalsoanimportantchannel
foracountrytodevelopits“culturalspirit”andinheritedcivilization.TheChinesepeoplehavea
traditionofreadingforthousandsofyears.Theyconsiderbooksasoneofthemostpreciousheritages,
andpassthistraditiontotheyoungergenerations.Currently,theChinesegovernmenttakesreading
asanimportantmeasuretobuildalearningsociety.Anationwidereadingcampaignwasinitiated
in2006withthegoalthateveryresidentwillreadintheirlifetime.NationwideReadinghasbeen
identifiedasanationaldevelopmentpolicy.Severalregulationshavealreadybeenmadeandlegislation
isbeingconsideredtoguaranteethecampaign’ssuccess(StateAdministrationofPress,Publication,
Radio,FilmandTelevision,2016).

Thisarticle,originallypublishedunderIGIGlobal’scopyrightonOctober11,2019willproceedwithpublicationasanOpenAccessarticle
startingonJanuary20,2021inthegoldOpenAccessjournal,InternationalJournalofLibraryandInformationServices(convertedtogold
OpenAccessJanuary1,2021),andwillbedistributedunderthetermsoftheCreativeCommonsAttributionLicense(http://creativecom-
mons.org/licenses/by/4.0/)whichpermitsunrestricteduse,distribution,andproductioninanymedium,providedtheauthoroftheoriginal

workandoriginalpublicationsourceareproperlycredited.
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Areadingserviceisatraditionalserviceprovidedbylibraries.Encouragedbythe“Nationwide
Reading”policy,traditionallibrariesrespondedtothispolicywithenthusiasm,andorganizedvarious
typesof readingactivities.TheLibrarySocietyofChinahas setup twocommittees topromote
nationwidereading:theGuidanceCommitteeforthePopularizationofScienceandReading,and
theReadingPromotionCommittee.

Librariesalsoactivelyextendtheconnotationofreading.Fan(2014)analyzedthebasictheory
ofreadingpromotionandthenewfunctionofreadingsothatallcitizens,includingthepeoplewith
readingdifficulties,canenjoyreading.ZhangandFan(2015)studiedhowChina’spubliclibraries
shouldprovidethereadingserviceforvisuallyimpairedreaders.Incomparison,Westernlibraries
goevenfurther.Robertson(2008)introducedahealthyreadingschemetotreatreaderswithmental
healthproblems.Usingbooksandreading,librariansmakelibrariesahealthyworkplacetoprovide
therapy-basedwellnessprograms(Tukhareli,2017).

Readers not only read on their own, they also interact with each other. Different reading
services,includingtheintroductionsofclassicbibliography,exhibitions,lectures(includingon-site),
performance(includingfilmandtelevisiondocumentary),arecombinedtogether.Besidesspontaneous
reading,librariansaretryingtoguidereaderstoreadaboutaspecifictopicanddiscusswhatthey
acquiredfromtheirreading.Readerscanattendshows,listentolectures,watchmovies,readclassic
literature,enjoymusic,andinteractwithfamousexpertsofthistopic.Thetraditionalpaperreadingor
electronicreadingevolvedintoanewreadingmodelcombiningsound,light,shape,andotherforms.
Thenewreadingmodeliscalledthe“topic-relatedmultidimensionalreadingservice.”

Chineseacademiclibrariesnowadaysaretryingtodevelopthetopic-relatedmultidimensional
readingservice.Inthiscontribution,weusedTongjiUniversityLibraryandNanjingAgricultural
UniversityLibraryastwocasestoillustratehowChineseacademiclibrariesprovidethisserviceto
itsreaders.Figure1showsthelocationofthetwolibraries.

Figure 1. Location of two libraries
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2. THe deVeLoPMeNT oF ToPIC-ReLATed MULTIdIMeNSIoNAL ReAdING

Theoretically,theideaoftopic-relatedmultidimensionalreadingoriginatedintheearly1990s.Fu
(1991)discussedhispreliminaryperspectiveontopic-relatedmultidimensionalreading.Topic-related
multidimensionalreadingreferstoreadingmethodsusingvisual,olfactory,auditoryandothersensory
organstounderstandwrittenmaterialsfromamulti-facetedandmulti-angledlevel.Thisincludesin-
depthreadingofliteraryworks.Later,thenewtechnologiesofacousticsandvisualizationwereusedto
developanewstyleofpublicationssothatreaderscanlistentothestoryandseerelatedimages.This
“multidimensionalreading”conceptwasusedtodevelop3Dstereoscopicpublicationsforchildren.
Gong (2009) suggested thatprimaryandsecondary schools shouldcombine“classical reading,”
“continuoussilentreading,”and“parent-childreading”todevelop“multidimensionalreading.”This
couldeffectivelybuild-upthestudents’academicfoundationandenhancetheteachers’andstudents’
humanitarianspirit.ToprotecttheliteratureresourcesofSichuanlocalopera,He(2007)proposed
tocollectnon-textresources,suchasanartist’soralnarrativeandvideosofopera,andestablisha
comprehensivedatabase.Specificmetadatashouldbeusedtorevealtheresourcessothattheycan
beretrieved.Hyperlinksshouldbeprovidedsothatreaderscanaccessresourceseasily.

Practically, the “topic-relatedmultidimensional reading” serviceoriginated from the “living
library.”In2005,attheMalmöLibraryinsouthernSweden,theactivityofa“livingpersonlibrary”
wascarriedoutbyallowingreadersto“borrow”alivingperson.Duringa45-minuteconversationat
theoutdoorcafe,readerscangainsomeknowledgefromthisperson.Thispersonisalsocalledthe
“livingpersonbook.”Librariesthatofferthisservicearecalled“livinglibraries”(Kinsley,2010).

TheTongjiUniversityLibrarytooktheleadinimprovingthelibrary’straditionalservicethrough
combiningthetwooriginalconceptsabove.In2007,TongjiUniversityLibraryheldanexhibitionon
“TongjiPeople’sAchievements”tocelebratetheuniversity’s100thanniversary.Inordertohighlightthe
greatachievementsofTongjiUniversity,theexhibitionusedmultipleplatforms(integratedarchway,
booth,shelves,displaypanels,andtouchscreen),alongwithmulti-media(backgroundmusic,text
pictures,physicalbooks,etc.),togiveafull-roundshowofTongjiUniversity’sachievementsduring
its100-yearhistory.Theorganizerscalledthisamultidimensionaldisplay.

In2008,topromotethetraditionalcultureproject---PekingOpera,theTongjiUniversityLibrary
launchedthe“ArtisticChina”and“ColorfulChina”multidimensionalreadingactivities.TheChinese
traditionaldramaandChineseinkpaintingartweredisplayedmultidimensionally.Somecelebrities
were invited togivepresentations andperformances.These activities attracted the attentionand
interestofuniversitystudents.Sincethen,theservicefocusesonaspecifictopic.

In2009,theideaoftopic-relatedmultidimensionalreadingbegantomature.Thelibrarylaunched
aseriesof“re-displayDunhuang”activities.Differentmethods,includingexhibitions,listeningto
lectures,watchingmovies,reading,writing,andotherways,areusedtoletreadersfeeltheDunhuang
culture.Atthispoint,thelibrarysummarizedexperiencesof“topic-relatedmultidimensionaldisplay,”
andsystematicallyputforwardtheconceptof“topic-relatedmultidimensionalreading”(Guoand
Zhang,2010).

Fundedbythegrant“TongjiUniversitythetwelfthfive-yearculturalconstructionplanning,”
theTongjiUniversityLibrary’sTopic-relatedMultidimensionalReadingServiceispromotedasa
long-termsupportedproject.TheMinistryofEducationofChinausethisserviceasaspecialbase
forNationalCollegeStudentCulturalEducation.

Several topics have been carried out in the topic-related multidimensional reading service.
“ClassicShanghai,”whichrevealedtheessenceofChineseurbanculture-Shanghaiculture;“Chinese
memory,” which displayed ancient architecture, ancient relics, calligraphy and painting, ancient
musicfromdifferentaspects;“feelingtraditionalculture,”whichdisplayedanapplicationforthelist
ofworldheritageofGrandCanal,ancientChinesemechanicalachievements,andSong-Yuan-Ming
DynastiesChinesepaintingetc.
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3. PRACTICeS oF THe ToPIC-ReLATed 
MULTIdIMeNSIoNAL ReAdING IN CHINA

TongjiUniversity’s“topic-relatedmultidimensionalreadingservice”hasreceivedmoreandmore
attention fromChinese librariesbecauseof its innovativeorganizingmethods, rich content, and
popularitywithreaders.InmanyactivitiesofthereadingfestivalorthereadingmonthofChinese
universitylibraries,avarietyofreadingmethodshavebeenimplemented.Wetakereadingactivities
fromtwouniversitiesasexamplestoillustratepracticesofthetopic-relatedmultidimensionalreading.

3.1. experiencing the Foreign Cultures at the Multidimensional 
Reading Service in Tongji University
BesidesdisplayingChinesetraditionalcultureinamultidimensionalway,theTongjiUniversityLibrary
alsoactivelypromotedandintroducedthecultureofothercountries.Theseactivitiesweredoneat
theoccasionofimportantgovernmental,cultural,oruniversityevents.Forexample,“Approaching
Tolstoy”washeldtocommemoratethe100thanniversaryofthedeathofRussianwriterLeoTolstoy;
the“NearIndia”activitywasheldtocelebrate“Sino-IndianFriendshipYear.”Tocelebratethe40th
anniversaryoftheestablishmentofdiplomaticrelationsbetweenChinaandtheFederalRepublicof
Germany,thelibraryhosted“experiencingGermanculture”(Liu&Zhang,2013);Frenchculture,
Italianculture,andBritishculturewerealsointroducedtothereaders.Intheseevents,‘award-winning
quest’wasusedtoleadreaderstoin-depthreading.

TongjiUniversityisoneofthewindowsforcooperationbetweenChinaandEurope.The
universityco-foundedaChina-GermanyInstitutewithGermangovernmentandaChina-Italian
AcademywiththeItaliangovernmentandSino-SpanishCampus(SSC).SSCwasco-founded
by Tongji University, Polytechnical University of Madrid, and Polytechnical University of
Catalonia,withheadquartersinTongji.Asthewindowofcommunicationandtheplatform
ofcooperation,SSChas themissionofenhancinganddeepening the facultyandstudents’
mobilityandresearchcooperationamongTongjiandSpanishuniversitiesandorganizations
and establishing collaboration with Latin America and the Caribbean based on the close
relationship between these regions with Spain. SSC is promoting cultural communication
betweenChinaandSpanish-speakingareas.

SSChasbeenestablishedforfiveyearsby2017.TocelebratethefifthanniversaryofSSC,a
topic-relatedmultidimensionalreadingeventnamed“FiestaSpain”wasco-sponsoredbythelibrary
andSSC.Theuniversity’sadministratorsandstudentrepresentativesattendedtheceremony.

Thelibrarypresentedfourexhibitions:“CulturaloftheIberia-SpanishandSpanish-speaking
countries,”“thefifthanniversaryoftheestablishmentoftheSSC,”“SceneryviewsofSpainPainting
Exhibition” and “Don Quixote.” The library also organized a “dialog of translating Spanish,” a
Spanishculturalknowledgecontest,the“Spanishlanguageworld”booksforrecommendedreading,
theSpanishmovienights,andotherrelatedactivities.

Atthesametime,readerscouldalsoparticipateintheaward-winningSpanishcultureknowledge
contestand“readingnotes”contestthroughthelibrarywebsiteorthethird-partysupercloudplatform.

Throughaseriesof richandcolorful readingactivities, theuniversity teachersandstudents
joyfullytastedtheuniqueSpanishculture.Theseeventsevenattractedtheattentionoftheindustry.
Thefirst-placewinnerwasawardedflightticketstoattendasummerschoolinSpain,sponsoredby
somebusinessstores.

3.2. Nanjing Agricultural University: “Reading Jinling, dream Red 
Mansions” Topic-Related Multidimensional Reading Case
Since 2009, Nanjing Agricultural University has held a “Month of Reading” activity that is
scheduledaroundtheWorldReadingDayeveryyear.TheactivitywasnamedwithaChinese
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poem“fuyoushishuqizihua,”whichmeans“onewhoisfilledwithknowledgealwaysbehaves
with elegance.” This activity includes book-recommendations, photography contest with the
specifictopicof“Readingisbeautiful,”celebrity’sforum,knowledgecontest,recognitionof
excellentreaders,andotherreadingactivities(Zhang,2015).Overtheyears,activitiesbecome
morerichandreadersmoreenthusiastic.

Intheactivityfor2017,thelibraryconductedaseriesofreadingpromotionevents.Todigthe
traditionalclassicculture,thelibrarytook“ReadJinling•dreamRedMansions”asthisyear’stheme.
“ADreaminRedMansions”isaclassicnovel,whichisalwaysreferredtoasasocialandcultural
encyclopedia.ThecityJinling,calledNanjingtoday,istheplacewhere“ADreaminRedMansions”
storytookplace.The“ReadingJinling,DreamRedMansions”theme’sreadingactivitiesaimedto
stimulatereaders’enthusiasmforclassicalreadingbymeansofguidingthereaderstoexplorethe
amazingfood,clothing,building,garden,custom,etc.inthebookaswellasinthecity.

TheactivityconsistedofsixSeparateparts,asshowninTable1.
Amongthem,“Interaction”wasaplantsappreciationactivityheldbytheUniversityReading

AssociationandHorticulturalAssociation,called“dreamingbacktotheRedMansionstofindflowers.”
TheactivityconsistedofBegonianicknames,flowernames,andflowerlanguages.Thissectionhelps
theparticipantsunderstandthisclassicstorythroughtherealflowersandpoetries.

“Sharing”isthesectionwherethelibraryinvitedguestsandreaderstosharetheplot,andthe
scenarioorcharactersofthebookwhichimpressedthemmostduringtheirreading.

“Visiting”isthefieldtripsection.ReaderswereinvitedtovisittheoldhouseofQingDynasty’s
JiangningTextileBureau,wheretheauthorofthenovelCaoXueQinwasborn,tounderstandthe
socialbackgroundofthebook.

“Tasting”isthesectionaboutreadingthebookfromtheviewofChinesecuisines.Sometraditional
Chinesecuisinesthatappearedinthebookweretapedasvideo,andshowedtothepublicinthelibrary.

“Lectures”wasareallecturegivenbythefamousChinese“RedMansions”expert,Professor
ZhichangPan.Thelecture’snameis“ADreaminRedMansions,whythebookissohot?”More
thantwohundredaudiencesattendedthislecture,anditwasquitesuccessful.

“Contest”wasthelastsection.TheNanjingAgricultureUniversityLibraryorganizedanartistic
graphiccontest,andmanystudentscreatedexcellentartworks.Theorganizerswerehappytoprovide
awardstofifteenexquisiteworks.

4. MeASUReS To IMPRoVe THe eFFICACy oF ToPIC-
ReLATed MULTIdIMeNSIoNAL ReAdING SeRVICe

Many Chinese libraries took advantage of activities such as “Month of Reading” or “Reading
Festival,”topromote“topic-relatedmultidimensionalreadingservices.”Theexperienceshavebeen
accumulated,andsomemeasurescanimproveitsefficacy.

Table 1. “Reading Jinling, Dream Red Mansions” series of activities

Activity Sections Activity Content

Interaction “dreamingbacktotheRedMansionstofindflowers”

Sharing Sharingabook-ADreaminRedMansions.

Visiting VisitingoldHouseofQingDynasty’sJiangningTextileBureau.

Tasting TastingthefoodofRedMansions.

Lectures “ADreaminRedMansions,whyisitsohot?”

Contest “ReadingJinling,DreamRedMansions”graphiccontest.
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4.1. The Library Should Strengthen its Cultural 
Heritage and Cultural education Functions
Eachlibraryhasitsownspecificfacilities,talent,geography,andothercomprehensiveadvantages.
Theseformtheirownsocialandculturalheritage.Librariesshouldstrivetoexpandtheirtraditional
serviceareas,tocreatemuchmorepopularservices,exerttheirculturaleducationfunctions,and
carryoutculturalheritageworkaccordingtolocalconditionsandtraditions.

4.2. Key Facts of Success: Choice of Theme and Interaction with Readers
Adequatepreparationisveryimportanttobesuccessfulin“topic-relatedmultidimensionalreading”
activities.Itisatimeandenergyconsumingprocess.Preparationworkconsistedofchoosingtopics,
contactingcooperatorsandfindingsponsors.Oneofthemostimportantstepsofpreparationisthe
choiceoftopics.Itisnecessarytoconsiderthereader’sinterestsandneeds,butonealsoneedsto
payattentiontothelibrary’sownresourcesandresourcecollection.

In the “topic-related multidimensional reading” activities, the library should attach great
importance to the interaction with the readers. Interaction can stimulate readers’ creativity and
enthusiasm, and then the organizers can receive essays, comics, photography, and multimedia.
Interactionalsohelpstoimprovelearningoutcomes,andenhancestheeffectivenessoftopic-related
multidimensionalreading.

4.3. A Guaranteed Strategy for Success: establishing a working Group System
Inordertoensurethelong-termimplementationof“topic-relatedmultidimensionalreading,”
the library should use the group working mechanism. Usually, a small coordination group
willmakeaplanorsuggestatopicaboutthe“topic-relatedmultidimensionalreading.”Once
theproject is confirmed, thepreparatoryworkwillbegin.A temporary team is formedby
staffchosenfromvariouslibrarydepartments.Teammemberswillbeassigneddifferenttasks
ofthespecificpreparation.Whentheprojectisfinished,teammemberswillreturntotheir
regularpositions, except thecoordinators.Aworkinggroupsystemeffectivelyensures the
organizationandimplementationoftheproject,anddoesnotconsumetoomuchmanpower.
Theflexibilityofthissystemisgoodnotonlyforprofessionaltraining,butalsoforimproving
theworkingenthusiasmofthestaff.

4.4. Resource Integration: Strengthen the Sharing of 
Resources, enhancing Brand Awareness
Inordertolowerthecostandsharetheresources,librariescouldborrowmaterialssuchas
display panels, literature, film, and videos from other libraries. For some larger projects,
librariescanworktogethertoputtheirresourcesintooneproject,usingtheworkinggroup
strategytodeliveratourshowoneachlibrary.Inaddition,“topic-relatedmultidimensional
reading” offers the possibility for both the library and the industry to develop a more
constructiverelationship.Forexample, in2017,Dunhuangfrescoartboutiquecharity tour
showwasconductedinmanycitiesinChina.Thistourshowisasuccessfulcaseofcooperation
oflibraries,andtheDunhuangInstitute.

FromthesuccessfulexperienceofuniversitiessuchasTongjiUniversityandNanjingAgricultural
University,itisimportanttoholdactivitiesregularly.Forexample,theNanjingAgriculturalUniversity
hasheldtheone-month-longmultidimensionalreadingservicefor9years.Meanwhiletheytriedto
establishtheirowncampusculturebrand.TheNanjingAgriculturalUniversitybuilta“Monthof
Reading”brandentitledWisdom in hold, elegance in mold,andacartoonimagehasbeendesigned
topromotetheservices.Inshort,thetopic-relatedmultidimensionalreadingactivitiesarebecoming
theculturalbrandofwholelibraries.
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5. CoNCLUSIoN

Thetopic-relatedmultidimensionalreadingservicesprovidesmorepotentialforlibraries.Theoretical
andpracticalexplorationssuggestthatacademiclibrariescouldintegratemoreresourcesfromdifferent
areastopromoteadeeperunderstandingofreading,andtomakemorecontributionstoknowledge
transformationandinnovation.Wecanevenexpecttousethesamemethodtopromotethescientific
readingsothatlibrariescanhelpscientistsdotheirresearch(Liu&Ji,2009),andhelpdoctorstreat
theirpatients(Robertsonetal.,2008,Tukhareli,2017).Librariescanthenfunctionasintellectual
institutes(Liu,Wang&Song,2007).However,thiswillneedmuchmoreintelligentlibrarians,and
thisisthebiggestchallenge.Therefore,moretheoriesandmethodologiesareneededtoensurethe
servicemoresuccessfulinthedirection.
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APPeNdIX

Library as a Cultural Melt Pot Bridging Rifts: Thoughts Floating over the 
opening Ceremony of Spanish-Related Multidimensional Reading Service

YuxianLiu,Institute of Higher Education at Tongji University, Shanghai, China

On April 21, 2017, the opening ceremony of the Spanish-related multidimensional reading
servicewasheld in the lobbyofTongjiUniversityLibrary.Theservice is titledwitharomantic
name:passionateenthusiasmonSpanishculture.Atabout10:00A.M.,theinvitedguests,including
Mrs.LisbetQuesadaLuna,theConsul-GeneraloftheRepublicofCubainShanghai;Mr.Carlos
Quintana,therepresentativeoftheSpainIndustryDevelopmentAgencyinGreaterChina;GuoMeina,
theculturalcounselorofConsulateGeneralof theRepublicofColombia inShanghai;Professor
Fekodi,representativeoftheprincipaloftheTechnicalUniversityofMadrid;andarepresentativeof
ConsulateGeneraloftheRepublicofArgentineinShanghai,arrivedtothelobby.Theyallgreeted
eachotherandhadacordialconversation.Theculturalmeltingjourney,whichwasinitiatedbythe
adventuresupportedbytheSpanishroyalinthefifteenthCentury,nowcontinuedtofermentinthe
TongjiUniversityandfurtheradjointhevastworldintoasmallvillage.

ThesceneremindedmeoftheunforgettablevisitingexperienceatSPRUofSussexUniversity
intheUnitedKingdom.TherewerealsomanyscholarsfromtheSouthAmericancountriessuchas
Chile,Brazil,Columbia,andArgentinagatheringinthelobbyoftheofficebuilding.Theloneliness
arousedfromtheexogenesismadeusgatherfrequently.Weheldeachotherwhenwewerehomesick,
andwekissedgood-byewhenwelefteachother,weweresoclosethatwewerelikefamilymembers!

Theirnative language isSpanish,whichIdonotunderstandatall. I finallyknew“Hola,”a
Spanishwordequivalentto“hello”inEnglish.MymajorcollaboratorleftSPRUandworkedinSpain
atthattime,andhevisitedSPRUfromtimetotimeasSPRUkepthistitleasavisitingfellow.Imet
himonedayandsaid“Hola”tohimbecauseIthoughthewouldbepleasedwhenhewasgreeted
inhisnativelanguage.However,hesaidseriouslytome,“IamnotaSpanish,IamaCatalonian.”

IknewlittleaboutSpanishculture,andcouldnotunderstandtheimplicationofhisword.After
that,hebecameverydemanding:WhateverconcernedSpain,hedefinitelyclaimedhispoint.Due
tothis,hiscolleaguesinSPRUmadefunofhimbehindhisback.Later,IvisitedhiminSpainand
mentionedthistohim,andhearguedemotionally:“thecolleaguesdonotspeakmylanguage,and
havenotundergonemysituation.Fortheirnativeculturehasnotbeensuppressed,howcanthey
understandthepainofdiscriminationhasbroughttome?”Atthatmoment,Isawtearsburstingout
inhiseyes,butinstantlyhisexpressionbecamesteely.Hisresolutionwassostrongthathewould,
inmyeyes,bearandaccomplishhismission,evenifbearingthemissionisliketakingtheweightof
MountEverestonhisshoulders.Thepowerconveyedinhisfeelingwasalmostpalpable.

Curiously,IspentsometimestudyingSpanishhistory.ItwasnotuntilthenthatIlearnedabouta
millenniumlonggrudgebetweenSpainandCataloniainthelongandcircuitoushistory.Onethousand
yearsago,CataloniaandthekingdomofAragonencouragedandreinforcedeachothermutually,and
henceestablishedagoodpartnership.Since1410,AragonincreasinglyapproachedCastillathroughthe
successionofthethroneandtheroyalmarriage.Catalonia’sautonomywasdecreasedintheprocess
andrebellionsstarted,e.g.in1641thefirstCatalanrepublicwasdeclared,onlytobecrunchedby
theCastillianandFrencharmies.TheWaroftheSpanishSuccessionbrokeoutin1701.Thistime
CataloniacompletelylostitskingdomandthelawsofCastillewereimposed.TheKingdomofSpain
wascreatedwhenthewarwasoverin1714.Cataloniawasbothtragicandheroicbecausetheywere
cheatedbythealliancesoftheirown.Sincethen,Cataloniahasbeenfightingforitsautonomous
rights.However,littlesuccesshasbeenachieved.IntheFrancoregime(1933-1977),Catalanswere
notevenallowedtospeaktheirnativelanguageinpublic.
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Wewerebornattheendof1960s,anditwasduringthisperiodthatwespentourchildhood.We
weretightlyswaddledinourmother’sarms,speakingwhatevermothertoldustospeak.Weacquired
thefirstviewoftheworldfromourmothers’tongue.Basedonthisview,webuiltupourfaith,andour
faithwasrootedintheatmosphereofthenativeculture.Wetakeinthestrengthfromtheatmosphere
ofcultureandarepreparedtopracticethisfaiththroughoutourlife.Hence,welovethiscultureaswe
loveourlife.WhileCataloniansofthesameperiodwouldhavetofacethesuppressionofspeaking
thelanguagewhichtheyinheritedfromthewomb.Oncetheysteppedintothesociety,theirculture
wasdevastated;hence,thefaithuponwhichtheirliveswerebuiltwasdestroyed.Thisisjustasifthe
lifeitselfisdeniedbythesociety.Howcouldtheybereconciledwiththesociety?

Then,IthoughttheriftbetweenCataloniaandSpaincouldnotbebridged,andthecrisiscould
notbereconciled.Itseemedthatasplitisthebestarrangementforbothofthem.

There were two independent referendums in Europe in 2014: the Scottish and Catalonia
IndependenceReferendums.ThewholeofEuropebreathedthedesireofindependence.Scotland’s
referendumwasendorsedbythegovernmentofEngland,andthisdrewintensiveattentionfromall
overtheworld.TheQueenofEnglanddeliveredaspeechtourgetheScottishtodeliberatetheir
future.Intheend,theScottishsaidnototheirIndependenceReferendum.Onthecontrary,Catalonia’s
referendumwasnotlicensedbytheSpanishauthorities,andwasfinallycancelledunderthepressure
fromallsidesofSpain.Butsofar,theCataloniansarestilltryingtopushforwardtheindependence
processbyvariousmeans.

I amnot surewhatwill happen in the future.There is an exhibitionof the5th anniversary
achievementsoftheSino-Spanishcampus.IamsurprisedtofindthattheSino-SpanishCampus(SSC)
wasco-foundedbyTongjiUniversity,PolytechnicalUniversityofMadrid,andPolytechnicalUniversity
ofCatalonya,withtheheadquartersinTongji.Theprofessorsandstudentsofthethreeuniversities
havebeenconductingmulti-levelexchanges.Although,whileSpainandCataloniaareincompatible
internally,theycametogetherwithacommonmissioninChina.FromTongjilibrary(whichisin)
TongjiUniversity,orfromTongjiUniversity(whichisin)Shanghai,orfromShanghai(whichisin)
China,orfromChina(whichisin)Asia,orfromAsia(whichisintheworld),wecastoursightfar
awaytoEurope.ThevastnessofEurope,inthislineofsight,becameaspotmeltingalldifferences.
MadridandCataloniaconvergedintoonespotastwoatomsinonemolecule,andwecannotseparate
onefromtheother.EventhewholeEarthbecamealonelyPale Blue DotinthepicturetakenbyVoyager
1from6.4billionkilometersawayintheinfiniteexpanseoftheuniverse.Therearemanyvarietiesof
civilizations,politics,economics,andculturesintheEarth.Sometimestheyhaveconflict,andsometimes
theyreconcile,hencethereisoftenbothloveandhatredthatarisesbetweenthem.Wethoughtitwas
insurmountablewhenweindulgedourselvesdeeplyintothecultures.Nevertheless,everythingcomes
toonespotwhenwebreakawayfromit,andeventually,weareallwitheachother.

Intheviewofhistory,alldisputesareonlyanedged-tooltoshapehuman’ssoul.Thedesire
forautonomyandexpansionplantedinourheartsdrivesustoexploremoreexpansivelyinthevast
world.Theroadisnotreadyandthereisnoprecedenttofollow.Wehavetoblazeatrailandbreak
throughallthatinourownway.Whenthedustofhistorysealsallthestories,onlythesoulremains
inthemonumentofthehuman’sspirit.Everypieceofthestoriesismeltedintoapotandmakeus
becomeourselves.Thisisjustliketheintenseemotionalexperiencethatwehadgonethroughinthe
youthtoourlives.Wethoughtwewouldbeveryvirulentabouttheonewhohadbrokenourheart.
However,whenweage,withallthelovingexperienceinretrospect,afaintsmilewillshowinthe
cornerofoureyes.Wecanfeelaeuphoriaofaftertastesinthetipanddorsalrootofourtongue.We
couldnothelpacknowledgingtheseexperiences.Howpaleourliveswouldhavebeenifwehadnot
hadthesestories!Eventually,alloftheexperiences,eventhehatred,becomesthefortuneoflife.

Thecollaborator,whoisfirmlyseekingnationalindependence,showedmetheCathedralbuilt
inthirteenthcentury,MicaletandtheSilkMarketbothestablishedinfifteenthcenturyinthecentral
ofValencia.HeparticularlypointedouttheancientRomanimperialsitetome.Whiletheresidual
wall,whichrepresentedthevictoryandconquestinthehistory,isnowtrampledunderthegroundof
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PlaçadelaMaredeDéu,andaFlowerOfferingtoMaredeDéudelsDesamparats,whichconveys
thegraceofahumanbeing,isheldannually.Whenwesatintheopencoffeeshopintheplazadela
virgin,lamentingthelossoflife,howcouldwestillbeentangledinthepast?

SincetheChineseclingtoworshipreunions,thereisacohesiveforceinChineseculture.China,
whoseareaisequivalenttoEurope’s,isstillonecountry,aftersomanyconflictsduringthousands
ofyears.Onthecontrary,Europeansaremorewillingtobeindependent,soEuropehasbeensplit
intomanycountries.Whichcultureisbetter?God causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, 
and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.Sowhenthehistorybecamereality,whatwe
doisjusttoprayforgoodnessforall.

Returningtotheopeningceremony,SpanishstudentsperformedaSpanishfolkdanceforthe
guests:Aboyhasacrushonagirl,andthensoundsoutherfeelingsandfinally,theyfallinlove.As
theygettoknoweachothermore,theconflictbetweenthemrisesup,whichleadsthemtobreakup.
However,theybegintomisseachother,andaftercommunicating,theyunderstandeachothermore
profoundlyandtheharmonyisrestored.Theperformancevividlyillustratedtheculturalmelting
processofhumanhistory.

ChenXin,theChieflibrarianoftheTongjiUniversityLibrary,presentstheceremony.Mrs.Lisbet
QuesadaLunaandMrs.GuoMeinadeliverspeeches.Theyallappreciatethesekindsofcultural
exchangeevents.Theybelievethelibraryisaperfectplacetoholdthesekindofeventsbecausethe
readers,whocomefromalldifferentdirections,wouldbringSpanishculturetoeachcornerofthe
world.Becauseofthis,theythinkthiswillblendtheircultureintodifferentcultures.

LvPeiming,thevicepresidentofTongjiUniversity,fullyaffirmstheimportantrolestheSpanish
culturehasmadeforthecivilizationofhumanbeings,andhopesitwouldbearmorefruitinthefuture.

At the end of ceremony, Ly Peiming announced the beginning of the Spanish-related
multidimensionalreadingservice.Thecrowdmovedtoenjoytheexhibitionsshowingthesplendid
Spanishculture.Theybroughttheirownculturewhileabsorbingtheotherculture,andthenthese
culturesmelttogetheranddisseminatedallovertheworldasthecrowdcameoutofthelibraryand
traveledaround.Peopleintheworldisbecomingmembersofonefamily,astheymutuallyunderstand.
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